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UAA'sUAAs'' Butch UncolnLincoln faced tough opponents In the defending NCAA champion Kentucky Wildcats duringduring-

the
during-

thethe Great Alaska Shootout in Anchorage in November .

Photo by Ray SoloSotomanSolomanman

Seawolves make good showing in Shootout
by Paul TonyTony-

for

Tony-

forfor the 'Tundra'lUndralUndra 7tme-

sEvery

Times7fmes7tmes

Every year , since the Great !Aaska-
Shootout

AlaskaAaskaAlaska-

ShootoutShootout began jnin 1978 , the University ofof-

Alaska

of-

AlaskaAlaska Anchorage ((UAAUAA ) Seawolves stepstep-

onto
step-

ontoonto the hardwood floor of the SullivanSullivan-

Arena

Sullivan-

ArenaArena and into ththethethespotlightspotlight ofofnationalnationalnational-

television
national-

televisiontelevision -- sometimes becoming thethe-

Thanksgiving

the-

ThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksgivingweekendweekend giant killers of thethe-

college

the-

collegecollege basketballbasketballworldworld .

UAA'sUAAs' NCAA Division II11 players com-

pete

com-

pete
comcom-¬-

pete against some of the finest Division II-

basketball

I-

basketballbasketball programs in the country .

This year was no exception with 19961996-

defending

1996-

defendingdefending national champion KentuckyKentucky-

Wildc
Kentucky-

WildcatsWildcWildcatsts andandrunnerrunner up SyracuseSyracuse-
Orangemen

Syracuse-
OrangemenOrangemen facing offoffonon the secondsecondnightnightnight-

of
night-

ofof the tournament..

The Wildcats , coached by former NewNew-

York

New-

YorkYork Knicks Rick Pitino , facedfacedoffoffoffagainstagainstagainst-

Syracuse

against-

SyracuseSyracuse on national television in a gamegame-

Kentucky

game-

KentuckyKentucky won 53 to 87 . Kentucky , rankedranked-

third

ranked-

thirdthird in nation , had been upset earlier inin-

the

in-

thethe month by 20th ranked Clemson in aa-

tournament

a-

tournamenttournament in Indianapolis .

The game was not a rematch of lastlast-

year's

astast-

year'syear'syears' titletide match , however , because Ken-

tucky

Ken-

tucky
KenKen-¬-

tucky had lost four and Syracuse had lostlost-

one

lost-

oneone of their players to the NBA .

After the game , Pitino talked about thethe-

complex

the-

complexcomplex Kentucky system of defensedefense-

noting

defense-

notingnoting that::
""YouYou couldcouldworkwork early in thethe-

season

the-

seasonseason just on man to man and try to getget-

good

get-

goodgood at it and then put in some otherother-

wrinkles

other-

wrinkleswrinkles as the season goes on , but wewe-

try

we-

trytry to learn our white press , our blackblack-

press

black-

presspress , our double fist press , then we gogo-

man
go-

manman , then we go zone - so a lot of times ,

it doesn'tdoesnt' look goodgoodearlyearly ..""
Kentucky looked good early and late ,

despite what Pitino said .

But surely , you say , every tournament
, '"

must have a ''chumpchump ' teamteam??

Jack Peterson , UAA'sUAAsUA.A'sUA.As. ' NCAA facultyfaculty-

representative
faculty-

representativerepresentative , was speaking withwih): Univer-

sity
Univer-

sity
Univer-

stty
Univer-Univer-

sttysity of Maine headheadcoachcoach , Dr . JohnJohn-

Giannini

John-

GianniniGiannini , who gave the following formulaformula-

for
formula-

forfor finding the ''chumpchump ' :
""WhenWhen you getget-

invited
get-

invitedinvited to a tournamenttoufl1"amenttoufl1ament" and yoyYOllook!, look fotfoi'"

the ''chumpchump ' team andand.youandyouand.YbandYb.> ybu4don'tybu4dont
.
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credible job against the KertlKentuckyKentucky-

press
KentuckyKentucky-

press

wS-
credible wS-wSk -

press defense , the speedspeedandand quick-

ness

quick-

ness
quickquick-¬-

ness of KentuckyKentuckywaswas too much forfor-

them

for-

themthem , and the SeaSeawolveswolves were downdown-

by

down-

byby 15 at the half..

In the second half UAAUM coach BrunsBruns-

conceded
Bruns-

concededconceded defeat with twelve minutes rere-

maining

re-

maining

re-re¬-

maining , benching his starters to rest themthem-

for

them-

forfor the following night'snights' game againstagainst-

nationallyranked
against-

nationallyrankednationally-rankednationallyranked- StanfordStanfordwhowho had lostlost-

to

lost-

toto the College of Charleston (S.CSC. . ) in thethe-

second

the-

secondsecondsecondroundround .

After the game, Bruns noted that ,
""WeWe"We-

like

"We-

likelike to play fast , but not that fast..
"

Pitino quipped ,
""IfIf you don'tdont' defenddefend-

against

defend-

againstagainst this (UAA) team'steams' three-pointersthreepointers- ,

they'lltheyll' put your lights out..
"

UAA'sUAAs' patented three point shot didn'tdidntdidn't-

show
didn't-

show

'

show up for the Stanford game , however .
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! jPlyecdft ,Rf{ the$: a for StanfordStanfordwaswaswasi-
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iy SSa1//a1a1a1LNLN b't'k'ibtkiintoiKkeniorfor guardguiiiBrevlriSrvii1 Knight who came intointo-

ty-

enox

',
iKk

.}.tnegajnewlthtnegajnewlthth.ier'<VggaitUn> -; ?

withwithsome;fuome** '
some nationalnationalrecognition

. ,
recognition-

which
recognition

\\'tv1'tv1tv1''- wnlch
w- nlch'recognition'tv1whichkrkrprovedproved to be well deserved .

UAA had to be proud to take fifthfifth-

place

fifth-

placeplace in a tournament of Division I teamsteams-

and
teams-

andand have since been elevated to a nana-

tional
na-

tional
na-na¬-

tionaltionalrankingranking of 4th in Division II as aa-

result
a-

resultresultresultofof their performance in thethe-

Shootout
the-

ShootoutShootout..

Do the Wolves deserve that ranking?

Judge for yourself . They met Shaw uniuni-

versity

uni-

versity
uni-uni¬-

versity for two games in the Sports Cen-

ter
Cen-

ter
CenCen-¬-

ter at UAA Dec . 13 and 1414andand dominateddominated-

both
dominated-

bothboth games winning 114 to 79 in their firstfirst-

meeting

first-

meetingmeeting and breaking 100 points again inin-

their
in-

theirtheir secondsecondwinwin over Shaw .

Upcoming games out of state in thethe-

S

the-

SetonSSetonton Hall Tournament shouldshouldconfirmconfirmconfirm-

UAA's

confirm-

UAA'sUAA'sUAAs' standing if they continue their exex-

cellent
ex-

cellent
ex-ex¬-

cellent play .

The championship game of thethe-

Shootout
the-

ShootoutShootout was between Kentucky and thethe-

upstart

the-

upstartupstart College of Charleston , a team thatthat-

played

that-

playedplayedplayedwithwith exceptional heart in the earlyearly-

rounds
early-

roundsrounds , but proved to be overachieversoverachievers-

down
overachievers-

downdown the stretchstretchasas they lost to Ken-

tucky
Ken-

tucky
KenKen-¬-

tucky .

The number three spot in the tourna-

ment
tourna-

ment
tournatourna-¬-

ment went to Stanford in their win overover-

UAA

overover-

UAAUAA while the Syracuse Orangemen tooktook-

fourth
took-

fourthfourth place in a 56-735673- win over sixthsixth-

place
sixth-

placeplace University of North Carolina atat-

Greensboro
at-

GreensboroGreensboro .

Arizona State University and MaineMaine-

placed
Maine-

placedplacedplacedseventhseventh and eighth place respec-

tively

respec-

tively

respecrespec-¬-

tively .


