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Every year, since the Great Alaska
Shootout began in 1978, the University of
Alaska Anchorage (UAA) Séawolves step
onto the hardwood floor of the Sullivan
Arena and into the spotlight of national
television -- sometimes becoming the
Thanksgiving weekend giant killers of the
college basketball world.

UAA’s NCAA Division I players com-
pete against some of the finest Division 1
basketball programs in the country.

This year was no exception with 1996
defending national champion Kentucky
Wildcats and runner up Syracuse
Orangemen facing off on the second night
of the tournament.

The Wildcats, coached by former New
York Knicks Rick Pitino, faced off against
Syracuse on national television in 2 game
Kentucky won 53 to 87. Kentucky, ranked
third in nation, had been upset earlier in
the month by 20th ranked Clemson in a
tournament in Indianapolis.

The game was not a rematch of last
year's title match, however, because Ken-
tucky had lost four and Syracuse had lost
one of their players to the NBA.

After the game, Pitino talked about the
complex Kentucky system of defense
noting that: “You could work early in the
season just on man to man and try to get
good at it and then put in some other
wrinkles as the season goes on, but we
try to learn our white press, our black
press, our double fist press, then we go

man, then we go zone -- s0 a lot of times, -

it doesn't look good early.”

Kentucky looked good early and late,
despite what Pitino said.

But surely, you say, every tournament

UAA's Butch Lincoln faced tough opp

fand

in the d

must have a ‘chump’ team?

Jack Peterson, UAA’s NCAA faculty
representative, was speaking with Univer-
sity of Maine head coach, Dr. John
Giannini, who gave the following formula
for finding the 'chump’: “When you get
invited to a tourmament and
the ‘chump’ team and yo!
them, then its time to‘
mirror.” ;

In a game which ‘
ESPN, the ¢

not in the cards. Althoug .
credible job against the Kentucﬁy
press defense, the speed and quick-
ness of Kentucky was too much for
them, and the Seawolves were down
by 15 at the half.

In the second half UAA coach Bruns
conceded defeat with twelve minutes re-
maining, benching his starters to rest them
for the following night's game against
nationally-ranked Stanford who had lost
to the College of Charleston (5.C.) in the
second round.

After the game Bruns noted that, “We
like to play fast, but not that fast.”
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Pitino quipped, “If you don't defend
against this (UAA) team’s three-pointers,
they'll put your lights out.”

UAA'’s patented three point shot didn't
show up for the Stanford game, however.
If it had, the Wolves might have had a

for Stanford was
Knight who came into
with some national recognition
which proved to be well deserved.

UAA had to be proud to take fifth
place in a tournament of Division I teams
and have since been elevated to a na-
tional ranking of 4th in Division Il as a
result of their performance in the
Shootout.

Do the Wolves deserve that ranking?

Seawolves make good showing in Shootout

Judge for yourself. They met Shaw uni-
versity for two games in the Sports Cen-
ter at UAA Dec. 13 and 14 and dominated
both games winning 114 to 79 in their first
meeting and breaking 100 points again in
their second win over Shaw.

Upcoming games out of state in the
Seton Hall Tournament should confirm
UAA's standing if they continue their ex-
cellent play.

The championship game of the
Shootout was between Kentucky and the
upstart College of Charleston, a team that
played with exceptional heart in the early
rounds, but proved to be overachievers
down the stretch as they lost to Ken-
tucky.

The number three spot in the tourna-
ment went to Stanford in their win over
UAA while the Syracuse Orangemen took
fourth place in a 56-73 win over sixth
place University of North Carolina at
Greensboro.

Arizona State University and Maine
placed seventh and eighth place respec-
tively.




