
NANA Region works to revitalize InupiatInupiat spirit
By JOHN CREEDCREE-
DSp

CREED-

SpecialSpSpecialclailOto thlthe TundroTundra TmTimesTime-

sThree

.
Three organizationsorganaatlons inm thethe-

NANA
the-

NANANANA Region have joinedJomed for-

ces
for-

in
for-for-.

ces in a far-reachingfarreachingfar-reachmgreachmg- plan to helphelp-

the
help-

thethe region retamretain its culturalcultural-

identity
cultural-

identityidentityentity and spiritspmtspirit-

The
spirit-

The
spmt-

TheThe battle plan ,. joinedJomed inut byby-

the
by-

thethe boards of the NANA ReRe-

gional

Re-Re¬.-

gionalgtonal Corp . , Mauneluk Asso-

ciation

Asso-

clatton
AssoAsso-¬-

ciationclatton and the Nortwest ArcllC-

School
ArcticArcllCArctic-

SchoolSchool DistrictDlStnct ,. has IdentJfied-

NANA
identifiedIdentJfiedidentified-

NANANANA RegionRegton Elders , as thethe-

key

the-

keykey to the Northwest Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

cultural
Alaska's-

cultural

'

cultural survivalsurvival-

The
survival-

The
survival-

TheThe InupiatInuptatSpmtCommllteeSpirit Committee ,

made up of the members of thethe-

three
the-

threethree boards of directors,, recent-

ly

recentrecent-¬.-

lyIy held a meetingmeetmg to dISCus-

sthe

discussdiscuss-

thethe cultural survivalsurvrval of thethe-

Inupiats
the-

InuplatsInuplatsInupiats to dISCuss the mattermatter-
The

matter-
TheThe meeting was carnedcarried hvelivehve-

to

live-

toto the region of KOTZ Radio

""ThisThis"ThuThu is perhaps our mostmost-

important
most-

unportantimportantunportant meetingmeettng since 1966 ,
"

saidid Willie Hensley , Spirit Com-

Utee

Com-

mittee
Com-Com-.

muteemitteeUtee CoordinatorCoordmator and Presi-

dent
PreSi-

dent
PresiPreSi--¬-

dent of the NANA RegionalRegional-

Corp
Regional-

CorpCorp ., ""InIn 1966 , we organized toto-

save

to-

savesave what we could (of NativeNative-

lands
Native-

landslands ) through the AFN ( AlaskaAlaska-

Federation
Alaska-

FederationFederation of NativesNattves ) NowNow-

we're
Now-

we'rewe'rewere' really fightingrighting to keepkeep-

our
keep-

ourour spirit and identity alivealrve ".
The currentcurrenl issue , comingcommgcoming-

some
commg-

somesome 15 years after the firstfirst-

battles
first-

battlesbattles to winwm the NativeNattve CI3Im-

sSettlement
ClaimsCI3ImsClaims-

SettlementSettlement Act ,. is to success-

fuDy

success-

fully
successsuccess-¬-

fullyfuDy retretainm the proud integritymtegntymtegnty-
of

integrity-

ofof the InupiatInuplatInuptat spiritspmt and culcuicul-

tural
cul-cul¬.-

turalturalIdenJtyturalidentityidentityIdenJty! inm the modernmodern-

world
modern-

worldworld .

SimilarSlmdar social problemsproblems-

plague
problems-

plagueplague much of Native Alaska ,.

brought about by decades of de-

culturalization

de-

culturalization

de-

culturallzatlon
de-de-

culturalizationculturallzatlon by western civi-

lization
clvll-

lZatlOn

civilclvll-clvllcivil- ¬-

izationlZatlOn , but are becomingbecomrng more

pronounced by ihethe tremendoustremendous-
change

tremendous-
changechange duringdunngdung theIhe last decadedecade-

Inupat
decade-

Inupiat
decade-

InupiatInupiatInupat, EskimosEskunos represent Ihethethe-

vast

the-

vastvast majority of the residents ofof-

North
of-

NorthwestNorthNorthwestwest AlaskaAldskaAlaska-

The
Alaska-

ru
Aldska-

The. _--ruruThe mammain messagee of [IhetheIhe-

meetlOg

the-

meeting
hehe-

igstandmgmeetlOgmeetingmeetlOgwasmeetingwaswas the long-standlongstandlong-standinglongstandinglongstanding-
consensus

ig-standmgigstandmg- 10910-

9consensusconsensus that an underslandmg-
of

understanding-
of

understandingunderslandmg
of InupaiqInup3lQ history , language andand-

culture
and-

cultureculture can only come from ihethethe-

regIon's
the-

region'sregion'sregions' EldersElders-

School
Elders-

School
Elders-

SchoolSchool Board Member Man-

Schaeffer
MarManMaT}>

Schaeffer ., SpiritSPUII Committee lanlan-

guage
lan-

guage
lan-lan¬-

guage spokesperson ,. said thatthat-

"speaking
that-

"speaking""speakingspeaking InupiaqInuplaQlnuptaq must start atat-

home
at-

homehome ," reinforcedrelOforced bybyeacheacheachcomcom-

mUnity's
com-

munity's
comcom-¬-

munity'smunitys' oldest membermembersmembers-

Mrs
members-

Mrs
]

Mrs.. Schaeffer recommendedrecommended-
that

recommended-
that

mended
that all teachers and regiongion adad-

ministrators
ad-ad¬.-

ministratorsmmutrators be required to learnlearn-

Inupiaq
learn-

InuplaQInuplaQInupiaq , that IIit bebeusedused moremore-

ofteJlID
more-

oftenoftenofteJlIDonan the media .and.ndnd at pubhc-

meetlOgs
publicpubhcpublic-

meetingsmeetlOgsmeetings., andnd that all pubhc-

sIgns

publicpubhcpublic-

mouncements
public-

signssIgns and mouncementsannouncements be in10

both lanLlanL-

"Never
languageslanguages-

"Never
languages-

"Never""NeverNever makemdke lunfun ol01of amamone-
who

anuineamonennenne-

whowho istS trying loto speakspedk the (Inulnulnu-

piaq
nunu-

plaqmqplaqpiaqm q language " *Sdldsaid" < * MMrMrsrs S.haet-
fer

S\.haetS.haetS.haethaetScttaetScttaet-

fer

"\ .\. hai-thait-

fer .,
" help then-

Spun
thenthemthem.Orrec\.\.Orrec.Orreccorrect1 them

."
SpunSpirit CommitteeCommlltee Spokesman-

on
Spokesman

on blderslldersElders Robert "Newlm"ewlmewlmNewlin wantedwdntedwanted-

more
wdnted-

moremore support ol01of ihethe Region'sRegionsReglon'sReglonsRegion's-

Elders
Reglon's-

Elders

'

Elders linkinghnlung them to the valval-

ues

val-

ues
val-val¬-

ues tormedtomledtainted learningledrnmg ""howhow to sursur-

Vive

sur-

vive

sur-sur¬-

vive thisIhlS harsh land ".
NewlmNewlin calledLalled forfOf the EldersElders-

toloto have more inputmput in the schoolschool-

curriculum
school-

urrlculum,curriculumurrlculum thatlhal ihe\ihethenihework\ workwork-

more
work-

moremore closel\closeldoselcloselwith\,% .withwithschoolIth school princi-

pals
principnndprinci-¬'-

pals ,. .advisory.dvlsoldvlsoladvisoryand) anddnd RegionalReglon.tlReglontlRegional-

School
Reglon.tl-

School

.
School boards and that the-

.Josel
the\thetheythey-

closely
\

<..JoselJoselclosely} momtormonitor the progessprogress, ,ofof-

bilingualbicultural

;ff-
bJilngualblculturalbilmgual/biculturalbilmgualbiculturalbJilngual/blculturalbJilngualblculturalbilingual/biculturalbilingual/ Instruclon-
In

instruction-
in

instructionInstruclon!
in thelhe schoolsschools-

Speaking
schools-

Speaking
schools-

SpeakingSpeaking on ,culturalultural "valu"luesluesvalues"lues-
Rachel

values-

RachelRachel Craig ol01of the NorthwNorth.eslNortheslNorthwestNorth.esl-
Arcllc

Northwest-
Arctic

.
ArcticArcllc School DistrictDtstrtcDistrictcharged, ,chargedh.rgedhrgedcharged-

that
h.rged-

thdt

.
thaithdtthat the NANA RegionRegions s ""dis-"disdis"dts-"dtsdts-

,onneeledconnectedconnectedcunfused.1.0nlu10nlucunfused>eJ generdllongenerationgenerdllon-

WdS

generation-
wasWdSwas I1Idkulgmaking Ihethe ""bigbig splashsplashover''ereroverover-

the ''ert-

hethe medldmedia
.' while the traditIonaltraditIonal-

lnup'dl
traditional-

Inupiatlnup'dllnupdlInupiatlnup'dldlues' \\dluesdluesvalues .I.onlmuedIonlmuedcontinued IIto' loselose-

ground
lose-

groundgroundgroundInIn Ihethe lIIodernmodern drenaarenadrena-

The
-

The SplrnSpurt CommllteeCommittee on Vat-

urn

valVatval-

uesuesurn IdenlllIdenllledidentifieded traditionalIfddnlondllnupldtInupiatInupiat-

values'values, ues as knm.ledgeknmledgeknowledge. 01of IhetheIhe-

Inuplaq
the-

lnuptaqInupiaqInuplaqlnuptaq language ,. sharing .1.-

0opera

co1.010ww-

operationoperaoperation! "," hard ",workor ;' JLlldan-

01

avoidance-

of

j\oidanctjoidanctJ\Llldan\Llldanavoidance\\ \."
ol01of conflictwnllll. t human resperespect. I rere-

SpeCI

re-

spectspecSpeCIspect! for EldersEldel> tespedrespelrespect. I IlIr-

anlnlals
ImIlIrforfor-

animalsanimalsanlnlals hunuliuhUl1ultt\hUl1ultthulnihrshUl1ulttand\ and modesmOde'I-

obltgallon
mOde'I\mOde'ImOdeImodestymodesty-

obligation
' ! }\

obligationobltgallon intllto famiKfalnthfarnds love "ol"IIofofchil,chitchilhl-

den
hl-hl; -.

drenden, knoknowledge", ledge "of"tt ancestorsanl.estorsanlestorsancestors-

and
anl.estors-

dnd
.

anddnd fainiKf.ll11d\f.ll11dfaintlyf.ll11dtree. \ tree domesticdomestJl. skillss.lIlsslIls;. ,

successsUl.CesssUlCess. ,olof))11 ihethe hunter spiritualsputludlspiritual-

try

sputludl-

tlyHytlytry ., humor and tribaltnbdltribalresponsi,responsi-

bihts
responsiespunS-espunSresponsi-espunS-

blht
! ¬-

bilityblht\blhtbihts\bilityTheblhtTbebihtsThe
TheTbe "committeelnmltleecomtmttee> hhas advised-

parents
advlscdadvisedadvlscd-

pdtenls

* J

patentspdtenlsparents toIII pass on tlIhesethese lradtradrtradr-

tonal

,

tionalIlondltonalIlondlalues\values\aluesalues ,. daihdalhdaily to10 Ihen-

children
their-

children
thenIhentheir

children anddnd loto IrvelIVe itthetheInu" "-"I-

Continued
"I-"II"Ina-

tContinued
-InuInu"InaInaInu-

'onllnued
- "

(\Continued\'onllnued'onllnuedonllnuedtContinued(' on PaiPage Ibllbt


