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Early breakup limits walrus , seal hunting
BvBy BOB KOWELUKKOWELUK-

TunO

KOWELUK-

TundraTunOTundra" T'moTmoTimes' . StaStaffStaff-

An

"

An carUcarhearly iceIle breakupbreJkup has for-

eed
lorforlor-

ld_Ltdeedld an carlvearly windingwmdmg down ofof-

Sobs,Sobssubsistence"I1'I\leI1Le"I1'II1IleI1Le" ' \ntence walruswdlrus anddnddndscalandsealsealscal huntshuntsI-

II

hunts-

minIIIm ilitIhethe SowardScv.ardScvardSeward. Peninsula and thethe-

Ilttlc
the-

littlelittleIlttlc DiomedeDutmede and St LawrenceLawrenleLawrence-

Island
Lawrenle-

1landIsland1land1landarcaSIslandareas, areasarcaS butbUI huntershuntc\huntchuntcreport[\ reportreport-

Ihal

report-

liar(tluiIhalliar iiKiughlnoughcrirlugh walruswaJruwaltos, and scals-

hJ
sealsscalsseals-

ha.ehJha.ehae,. ' hecnheco Laughrcaught to fulfi-
ll'illire

lulflllfulfilllulflll-
111'\\111111'illireillire, "' ,, _ needs-

l
nlcdneeds,

1l "It , IIcy" ..I"alh.IalhIalhalteads" hJhas' brokenbroke-
nI

broken-

IkIIk J\JIs\J'n'Ilnlll, ''nn , Ihthe, L"ardLardSeward" PenmPermPerm-

iia' ''JJiia Induid l[ "mlII DomedeDiomede, andand-

ri"ri IIMien'Mien" ' 11 , ""lindlindIiioids, ,shoresIIIHe , andi-

S
dndand

iS\iSiiiIIiiiII1' i, \'\11'iiii'iiitit" ""jjd , IhhhhII",, ,.II, thlthe Little

DiomedeDomede, said walrus huntinghuntmghunting-
ended

huntmg-
endedended with the loss of the Ic-

e'The
iceice-

"The
ice-

"The'""TheThe'The hunts were not too badbad-

The
bad-

TheThe walrus season is over nownow-

The
now-

TheThe hunters that went out thIS-

mornmg
thisthis-

morningmornmgmorning had to go up North .,

and the hunters fromi DiomedeDlomedeDiomede-

do
Dlomede-

dodo not go up that way too hunthunt-

too
hunt-

tootoo muchmUlhrnuch .:"' said ManadelookManadelook-
Not!'Not'iotiot too manymdny walrus were takentaken-
by

taken-
byby DiomedeDlol11ede hunters , possibly upup-
to

up-
toto a hundredhundredoror so accordingaccordmg toto-

ManJdelook
to-

ManadelookManadelookManJdelook ., and less than U-

1past

inU1in-

pastpast yearsyedrs Seal huntinghuntmg Wd-

Spoor

wasWdSwas-

pinirpoorpinir he saidsaid-

Subsistence
said-

Subsistence
said-

SubsistenceSubsistence huntinghuntmg or eveneven-

tldvel
even-

traveltraveltldvel from LittleLlltle DiomedeDromede to

the nearest mamlandmainland at Wales byby-

boat

by-

boatboat is expensiveexpeDSlve , with gas nownow-

selling
now-

sellmgsellingsellmg for $$5515S5 a gallon . DiomedeDlOmedeDlOmede-

ran

Diomede-

ranran out of fuel this winterwlDter andand-

fuel
and-

fuelfuel had to be flownnown in by plane ,

luckily before the Ice broke freefree-

from

free-

fromfrom the shore leavingleavmg thethe-

ISland's
the-

Island'sisland'sislands' residents .with.IthIth no airair-

field
air-

fieldfield .

The village is now effectivelyeffectively-
isolated

effectively-
lsolaledisolatedlsolaled from the restresl of thethe-

world
the-

worldworld , except for radio , satellitesatellnesatellite-

telephone
satellne-

telephonetelephone and skinskm boatboal tnpstrips -

weather permitting - betweenbetween-

Diomede
between-

DlomedeDlomedeDiomedeJ e and Wales for madmail' ., andand-

passengers
and-

passengers

JJ-

irspassengersirs . Regular mail andand-

passenger1
and-

passengerspassenger1passengers: rs serviceserv.ceservce. is not expexpect-

ed

expect-

ed
expect-expect-

ed.. .. until. . . a new air field is frofrozenfrozen-

over
frozen-

over
. . * . ,

over the sea next winterwmterwinter-

"We
winter-

"We
wmter-

"We""WeWe didn'tdidnt' do too muchmuch-

hunt
much-

huntinghunthunting109 , first there was tootoo-

much
too-

muchmuchmuchIceice ., then there wasn'twasntwasn't-

enough
wasn't-

enough

'

enoughenoughIceice , after the weatherwedther got

bad . The ice went out early thIS-

year
thisthis-

yearyear The ice between Big andand-

Little
and-

LittleLittle DiomedeDlomede usually goes outout-

between
out-

betweenbetween the last part of May toto-

the
to-

thethe first part of June ," Mana-

delook
Mana-

delook
ManaMana-¬-

delook fsaIdAA-

Man
.

ManMany) ElderEider ducksducksandand cranescranes-

flying
cranes-

nymgflyingnymg northnorthwereweiwere seen thisthis-

spoog
this-

springspringspoog and DiomedeDlomede iuuuciIslandeBIslanders* areare-

beginning
are-

begmnmg
it

begmnmgbeginninginning to net the plentifulplentiful-
anklets

plentiful-
auklelSauklelSanklets i whichwluch are travelingtravelmg toto-

the
to-

thethe Islandland to nest for the sum-

mer
sum-

mer
sumsum-¬-

mer ""WellWell"We'll' be out huntinghuntmghunting-
anklets

huntmg-
aukletsaukletsanklets with dip nets soon . TheThe-

auklets
The-

aukletsauklets are begmnmgbeginning to returnreturn-

to
return-

toto our Island . There are few thisthis-

year
this-

yearyear ., each yearir they are here byby-

May

by-

MayMay 20th ," Manadelook saidsa.dsad. .

Farther south Roger Slwoo-

ko
Slwoo-

ko
Slwoo-

ko
Slwoo-Slwoo -

ko ., a resident of StSl . LawrenceLawrence-

Island
Lawrence-

IslandIsland on GambellGambellsaidsaid |thethe-

spnng
the-

spring

U-

spring

U-U-

springspnng subsistencesubslslence marinemanne nmam-

mal
mam-

mal
mam-mam-

mal hunts there is almost over

withWilh , only a few boats sUl-

huntmg
stillsU\lsUlstill-

hunting \huntinghuntmg . St . Lawrence IslandIsland-

residents
Island-

residentsresidents will be egg hunting bebe-

tween
be-be¬.-

tween the middle of July to thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst part of July . After July 44-

the
4-

thethe eggseggswdlwdlwill have grown enoughenough-

toto form baby birds aiand will nono-

good
no-

goodgood to eat , Slwook-

there
Slwook-SlwookSiwookoSlwooko- said ., EggsEggs-

there
Eggs-

therethere cost over J212S2 pper dozen forfor-

the
for-

thethe AA largelarge-

The
large-

TheThe SISt ,. Lawrence IslandIsland-

measures
Island-

measuresmeasures some 100 miles by 7070-

mdes
70-

milesmdesmileslies and has riversnveB which dollydolly-

varden
dolly-

vardenvardenirden trout , grayling , andand-

salmon
and-

salmon
and-

salmonsalmon can be caught duringdunng thethe-

summer
the-

summersummermer months . SlwookoSiwooko saId-

salmon
saidsaid-

ion
said-

salmonsalmonion return to the Island toto-

spawn
to-

spawn
to-

spawnspawn in10 the last part of July .

SlwookoSiwooko said greens , youngyoung-

leaves
young-

leaves
young-

leavesleaves and roots from edibleedible-

plants
edible-

plantsplants1

:nts there willw1ll be ready to bebe-

picked
be-

picked
b-

erkedrkedpicked. _ to be eaten or storedslored forfor-

winter

for-

winterwinter by the first part of July


