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Child welfare workers warned of committing cultural genocide

By LOUISE DONHAUSERDONHAUSER-
Tundra

DONHAUSER-
TundraTundra TImes StaffStaff-

YoungYoung Alaskan NativesNattves areare-

being

are-

bemgbemgbeing removedmoved from theirtheu homeshomes-

and
homes-

andand commUnitiesimumties at ia rate thatthatI-

S

that-

isIS three tunestimes greater than non-

Natives
non-

ccording
non-non-.

NatrvesNatives and ccordingaccordmgaccording to antho-

pologist
antho-

pologist
antho-

pologlSt
antho-antho-

pologistpologlSt Rosita WorlWor!.. this spellsspells-

cultural
spells-

culturalcultural genocide for the Na-

tives
NaNa-¬.-

tivestlves .

SpeakmgSpeaking''- ling
l-

ing before an audienceaudIence-

ofof 388 child welfare workers atat-

a

at-

aa recent three-daythreedaythreeoday- NorthNorthwestNorthwest-
Regional

westwest-

RegIOnalRegional Conference on Welfare ,

WorlWorI said ""AlaskaAlaska Native cul-

mot
cul-

tures
cul-culcuI-.

tures cannotmot survivesumve the mass-

removal
mass-

removal
missmass

removaloval of theirtheu youth fromfrom-

their

from-

theutheutheir homes and communllIescommunities . "

She iddedadded that it can be asas-

sumed

as-as-as-

sumed

¬-

sumed that young NativesNalIves whowho-

are

who-

areare removed- - 'from i their sellsettingssettings-

for
lOgslOgs-

forfor a long time willill not be ableable-

to

able-

toto maintainmaintam their NativeNallve cultureculture-

Work

culture-

Worl

culture-

WorlWorlWorkWorlspeaksWorkspeaksspspeaks. ' from' personalpersonalas' asas-

well

as-

well
"

well as eceducational expenenceexperienceexpenence-
on

experience-

onon displaced children . She waswas-

raised

was-

rusedraisedrused: by her grandmother untiluntil-

she

until-

sheshe was eight years old Then she

was taken away from her grand-

mother
grandgrand-¬.-

mother inm Klukwan and sent toto-

attend

to-

attendattend .schools.hoolshool at HamesHaines ,. AlaskaAlaska-

After

Alaska-

AfterAfter three years in10 HamesHaines herher-

parents

her-

parentsparents got her backback-

WorI

back-

Worl

back-

WorlWorlWorI continuedcontmued her edueducat-

IOn

educa-

tion

educa-educa -

tion She received a bachelor's-
degree

bachelor's-
degree

bachelorbachelor'sbachelors' s

degree in10 anthropology ffromfrom-

Alaska
from-

AlaskaAlaska Methodist UmveiUniversityUniversity-

then

University-

thenthen received a master'smasters' degreedegree-

from
degree-

fromfrom Harvard UniversityUmverslty SheShe-

works

She-

worksworks for the UniversityUmverslty of Alas-

ka's
Alas-

ka's
AlasAlas- ¬-

ka'skas' Arctic Environmental Infer-

ation

Infor-

mation

Infer-InferInforInfor--.

matlonmationation and Data CenterCenter-

To
Center-

To
Center-

iToi retainretam the culture of a dis-

placed

dis-

v
dis-disdls-,

placed* vNatIvenu youth she said ,

"MWe"WeWe must expand_ ..idid our effort , notnot-

only

not-

onlyonly to reduce the nuinui-

hildren
number ofof-

Native

of-

NativeNative hildrenchddrenchildren removed frfromfrom-

their

from-

theu

<

theutheir families. iflies and communiticommumllescommunities. . ,.

but also insure that the place-

ment

place-

nt
place-place -.

ment: nt of children in10 these Institu-

tIonal
institu-

tional
instituInstitu-¬-

tional settings does not result 1-

0cultural

in10in-

culturalcultural shock and demise of thethe-

cultural

the-

culturalcultural spiritspUIt of the NativeNative-

youth

Native-

youthyouth .,
"

When a NativeNallve youth is dis-

placed

dIS-

placed
disdIS--¬-

placed ., '"'TheirTheir"ThelfThelf"Their emotional trauma

IS compoundedounded bby} the fact thatthat-

they
that-

theythey mustust be placed inm com-

munities
comcom-¬.-

munitiesmUnltles and institutionalmstltlrtlonal setset-

tings

set-

tmgs
set-set¬-

tingstmgs whichWhichareare .culturallyitn-.iKitn.iKitn.iKiK-. ' ahenalienahen-

to
alien-

to

,i.nin..
to them ,. " Worl saIdsaId-

In

said-

InIn additionaddlllon to youth disdisplacedisplace-

ment
displace-

ment
|

ment there are other netnegativenegative-

forces
negative-

forcesforces Native cultures lacetaceface toto-

day
to-

day
to-to¬-

day
dayNativedayNalIve

NativeNalIve cultures are dependantdependant-
environment

dependant-
onon theutheir environment for wwilwild-

life

wild-wildd .-

hfelife resourcesurces but ., ""Antisubsis-
tence

"Anti-subs"AntiAntisubs"Antl.subslSAntl.subslSAntlsubslS"Anti-subsis-subsis--. .-

tence forces are attempting toto-

reverse
to-

rtversereversertverse state legislation which es-

stence
es-

tabhshes
es-

tablishes
es-es-

tabhshestablishes subSIstencestence as a pnontyprioritypnonty-
use

priority-

useuse Overzealous i preservationistspreservationists-
areare attemptingattemptmg to end seseal' uhar-

vests
harhar-" .-

vests by Aleuts , and bobowheadbowhead-

whale
bowhead-

whalewhale huntinghuntmg by InupiatInuplatInuptat and StSt-

Lawrence

St-

LawrenceLawrence Island YupikYuptk EskimosEskunosEskimos-

The
Eskunos-

TheThe need for petroleum and acac-
1

ac-

celerated
ac-ac-.

celerated1 ited development are alsoalso-

promoting

also-

promotmgpromotmgpromotingotmg rapid socIOcultural-

change
socioculturalsociocultural-

changechange .,
" Worl said TheTht Influx-

of
influxinflux-

ofofofmigrantmigrant workers' : rs alters tradi-

nizations
tradi-

tional
tradi-

tional
tradi-tradi-

tional SOCial orgamzallonsorganizationsnizations in10 Na-

tive
NaNa- ¬.-

tivetlve communitiescommunmes she added .

''TraditionalTraditional'radtllonalradtllonal"Traditional"' vvillagelage societiessoctetles

must have adequate lime tlltotll-

adapt

to-

adaptadapt or mwrporateincorporate change ,:"'
WarWorl! saidsaid-

To
said-

ToTo strengthen aa'oatle/'/'oatl\e'oatloatleNatise\ cul-

ture

cul-

ture

cul-cul-

lureture , educationaleducdtlonaleducdtlonalsoualeducationalsocialsocialsoual 50seniccsservices" Kes .,

senior citizenutlLen andandchildchildchildcarecare in10in-

stitutions
in-in¬'-

stitutionsStltUlions must bebecompatiblecompatiblecompatible-
with

compatible-
withwith traditional norms andandvalvalval-

ices

val-

uesuesices
uesToicesTo

To InJmtammaintain a ."ltureltureculture" ..orlorlWorlWorl-

said

.orl-

soldsoldsaid ""yy"WeWe, e 10in AldskdAlaska must notnutnot-

pemllt

nut-

permitpermitpemllt erodingerodmg Huelorcesforces to exexter-

minate
exter-exterter-

mmate
ter-ter-

minatemmate Native culcullurescultures " SheShe-

added
She-

addedadded ""CultureCulture divediversitydiversns"," is oneone-

of
one-

ofof our richestnchestnLhest national henldges-

IndIviduals
heritageshenldgesheritages-

IndividualsIndividuals should have the nght-

to
rightnghtright-

toto determinedetermme theirIhelr lilestyleItlestvlelifestyle andand-

cultural
and-

culturalcultural 1 values OneOnehundredhundredhundred-

years
hundredhundred-

yearsyears from. ..omom nonow"' . 1I praypra\praprano\ no oneone-

wdl
one-

willwillwdl ever need to10 askaskWhere.,
-'''Where-

have

'Where-

have

-WhereWhere'Where
have allalltRethe Natives gonegone"-

1gone- 1".'". '.

Although Natives face somesome-

negative

some-

negativenegativeitive forces , they have thnvthnv-

ed

thnv-

eded WorlWrri, <saId() , ""AlaskanAlaskan NativesNatives-

socIetIes

Natives-

societiessocIetIes haveive exhibitedexlubltedexlubltedaexhibitedaa rere-

markable
re-

markablemarkable (tenacityenaCI! ) to ssurvivesurvivervlve In-

splle

inin-

spitespllespite ofofanan arrayarrayofof pohtlcdlpolitical..

economiC , edulallonaleducational and reilrelt-relt.-

- ---glOusgtous forces whichwhichatemptedwhichattemptedatemptedattempted! 10to10-

change
to-

LhangechangeLhange andandassimilateasslmassimilateate AlaskaAlask-
a"all'es

Alaska-

Natives""all'esallesNatives' It Alaska NatesNatnes", hadhad-

not

had-

notnot InltldtedinitiatedInltldtedadloninitiatedactionadlonaction themsehesthemsehes-
toto maintain their ideologies , ,val-

ues
valval-valaI-

ues
aI-aI¬-

ues , art ., languagelonguage ,. land base ,. rere-

sources

re-

sourcessources ,. and more recentlyrecenth theirtheutheir-

hunting
theu-

huntinghunting and gatheringgatheemggatheringwaywayay ofof-

lIfe

of-

lifelife ,. or subsistence economeconomy} onon-

which",whichhlch thethey) are dependent ,. theythethey-

would
)

wouldould have penshedperished likehke councount-

less

countcount-.-

less AmencanAmerican lod.nlodnIndian,. tnbestubestnbes-

which

tubes-

whichwhichhich did not sursurvIve the west-

ward
westwest-.-

wardard movement "


