Arectic John denied injunction

Seeks appeal in
Federal court

By SHARON McCONNEL L

FATRBANKS (Nov. 1Y) \n
gered by gecent Superion Cont
crder and tindimes by the Alinka
Judical Councd. John Hertle
president of the Associition ot
Interion Ushunos hus peied woe
quest tothe Tnteror Department,
asking  that all Native cws be
heard e Fedend Conts

In tns derter. Hertle asked bon
rest Gerard  Assstant Secretany of

Intecor toc tudun Attaes 1o
“take  the steps necessdiy h
remove Alaska trom Secton N0
state where comual matters

volving Natines e tned e th
State Courts and 1o restore pro
sectution ot all Native detendant
to the bederal Couits

Heftle tofd Gerard, 1 have had
experience mvolving members of
my family and other Natives
of Alaska that there s hieh de
gree of prejudice on the part ot
certam tal pudges me the Aliska
Coutt systen aeannt ALk N\
tves Pl results o Naska N
tives  receviny NCeNIt L n
tences d bemy demed
tals o the Ak Count

A recent study by the Alaska
Jachcal Counal tonad that Na
tives receved hanher sentence
than  nonwhites e Ditnct
Courts, and  that Superor and
Distict Courts i Alaska dodis
criminate

On October 31, Superior Count
Judge James Blan assued anom
junction agaimst Hetfle and Aic
ne John Ttalook 1o stop blockuy

(See ARCTIC JONN page 7)
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the North Slope Haul Road.
Last summer, Heffle and the 86
year old Arctic John tried to
block traffic on the road where
it crosses Italook’s Native allot-
ment near Wiseman in the
Brook’s Range. They contend
that neither the State nor the
Alyeska Pipline Service Com-
pany have obtained rights of
way or easements to cross Arctic
John’s land. Heffle says he ob-
jects to the injunction because it
is partially based on the assump-
tion that the State does have a
right of way for the road cros-
sing the allotment.

Heffle says this angers him and
says Clarence Antioquia, BIA
Area Director, wrote a letter last
June to Avrum Gross, State
Attorney General, stating that
the State’s application for a right
of way could not be granted be-
cause Arctic John has not con-
sented to it.

Heffle says he also objects to
the injunction because it is par-
tially based on the premise that
the Haul Road is a public high-
way. He said the road is not a
public road but a restricted ac-
cess road requiring a permit
for usage.

Heffle is appealing Judge Blair’s
injunction and has lodged com-
plaints against him with the
Judicial Qualifications Commis-
sion and the Alaska Bar Associa-
tion. He is asking that Blair be
removed from the bench because
he discriminates against Natives.
Heffle says he is doing this be-
cause, “Anybody in the State of
Alaska should go to court and

feel that when you go there the’

judge is giong to listen to all the
evidence and draw conclusions
based on the  evidence
produced.”

Editor’s Note: The reporter is
with KIAK Alaska Native News.
For Heffle’s letter in its entirety,
see page 2.
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COLLECTED LAST SUMMER



