North Slope Natives
file Beaufort Suit

I'he North Slepe Borough will
po o cowrt ta block the Beau
fort Sea ol and gas lease sale,
scheduled December T Fan
banks
Conrad Bagne, the borough's
attomey sard that the barough
and the villages of Kaktowik and
Nurgsut will consohidate therr ac

tions i state and federal courts
Both state und
will be detendants

The lawyers will seck to cancel

federal otticials

the sale ar have the removal ot
Barner s
lands. Challenges to the sale will
be based on Cogstal Zone Man

tracts beyond  the

apement laws, the Fndanyered
Spectes Act madequacy ot wval
able intormanion o preparation

i making decisions to hold the

sale, and the latenor Depart
ment’s taluie o potect the
Native nterests  ovironmental
proups are also considernng tilmy
sty

This action almost comes al
most ayear to the day when the
Borongh, and  the villes o1

Kaktovik, Nunqsut, and Barrow
were unsuceesstul s seckiny s
comt order o stop the dnthng
of an exploratory well by Fxxon
on Duck [sland



