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yBy RALPH AMOUAKMOUAKAMOUAK-

I

MOUAK-
II have worked in the field orotofotalcoholIsmofalcoholismalcoholism for the past severalseveral-

years
several-

yearsyears , and have an understanding of the drinking-relateddrinkingrelated- problemsproblems-
that

problems-
thatthat are prevalent among the Alaskan Natives . The drinking problemproblemI-

Sis not a new problem , it is one that has been among us since thethe-

time
the-

timetime that the Russians first came to Alaska .

I feelfe l that it is time that someone began to realize that alcoalco-alco-

holism
¬.-

holism (drinking problems ) among our people is gettinggettmg to a pointpoint-

that
point-

thatthat is now really getting out of hand . It is time that our peoplepeople-
begm

people-
beginbeginbegm to see that these problems are beginning to be embarrassing ,

not only to our leaders , but to the Native world . There has been aa-

lot
a-

lotlot of informationmformation in the newspapers about the upcoming moneymoney-
that

money-
thatthat the Alaska Natives willwillreceIvereceive individually .

Being recognized as a person working in the fieldfieldofofofalcoalcoalco-alco-

holism
¬.-

holism , I have had many people come and talk about their concernconcern-
about

concern-
aboutabout how this money is going to be spent.. Some people are sayingsaymgsaymg-

that
saying-

thatthat this moneymoneywillwill be going to the individual and that most of itit-

will
it-

willwill be spent on one good drunk . Some have stated that they wouldwould-

Jke
would-

likebke/JkeJkelike/ to be in the alcohol businessbusmess , so that they could get theirthClr shareshare-

of
share-

ofof the money that is coming to the Alaskan Natives .

As an AlaskanAlaskart .. Native , I am concernedconcernedaboutabout the fact thatthat-

many
that-

manymany people are seeing that , once again , the Alaskan Native isis-

another
is-

anotheranother drunk . I thinkthmk that it is time that those attitudes areare-

changed
are-

changedchanged . Attitudes can not be changed unless the Alaska NativeNative-

people
Native-

peoplepeople change their attitude about their own drinkingdrinkmg .

It has been noted , officially , andandunofficiallyunofficially , that alcoalco-alco-

holism
alco-

holism
¬-

holism , or drinking related problems is the number one problemproblem-
among

problem-
amongamong the Alaskan Native . To date , I think that it is the programsprograms-
related

programs-
relatedrelated to the field of alcoholism that have been trying to do somesome-some-

thing
some-

thing
¬-

thing about the drinking related problems am6ngamongam ng our people . It isi-
snw

is-

nownown\wnw(\ our turn to really take a look at what is happening with thethe-

drinking
the-

drinkingdrinking among the Alaska Native . Whenever there is a conventionconvention-
oror a meeting of statewide peoplepeopJe or even regionaJregional people a way toto-

relax
to-

relaxrelax after a meeting is to go to the local bar.. Alcohol is used as aa-

tool
a-

tooltool for manipulating each other in the meeting settingsettmg . AlcoholAlcohol-
use

Alcohol-
useuse adds to the problem and many times , perpetuates drinkingdnnkingdnnking-
behavIor

drinking-
behaviorbehavior..

The Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act has brought intoInto-

focus
into-

focusfocus , frustrations that are being created by the mis-transitionalmistransitionalmistransItional-
period

mistransitional-
period

-

period for the Alaska Natives . Alcohol is being used by our peoplepeople-

asas a means ofofrelaxationrelaxation andandasas a means of escape . I[ thinkthmk that toto-

talk
to-

talktalk about a problem , one shouldshouldrealizerealize that there are some solusolu-solu-

tions
solu-

tions
¬-

tions to those problems .

One solution would be to have in articles or by-lawsbylaws- of thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative Organizations , a statement concerningconceming boardboardmembersmembers ' useuse-

of
use-

ofof alcohol during scheduledscheduledmeetingsmeetings . It becomes a concern ofofallallal-
lof

al-
lofof the people when one who represents us in business concerningconcerning-
thethe Alaska Natives , when those individuals are in a state of intoxicaintoxica-intoxica-
tion

¬.-

tion . One who is drinking does not make rational decisions .

Another solution could be to askaskourour regional people to buybuy-

alcohol
buy-

alcoholalcohol testing devices which would be used by all board membersmembers-
toto measure the state of intoxication that they are in . If they reachreach-

aa certain alcohol level which would determine the capacity ofof-

drunkenness
of-

drunkennessdrunkenness , they could be asked not to attend the meetingmeetmg forfor-

that
for-

thatthat day . Should they miss a number of days at the meeting , thenthen-

they
then-

theythey should be asked to bebereplacedreplaced on their board .

Another solution would be to have a Sergeant-at-ArmsSergeantatArms- - thatthat-

does
that-

doesdoes not drink to see that the meeting is kept in order.

The Alaska Natives are now coming into focus more andand-

more
and-

moremore than they have ever been in the past , I think that we can bebe-

proud
be-

proudproud of the way that the Alaska Natives have handled the AlaskaAlaska-

Native
Alaska-

NativeNative Land Claims Settlement from the beginning . Many of thethe-

nonNatives
the-

nonNativesnon-NativesnonNatives- have responded in saying that they are happyhappywithwith thethe-

way
the-

wayway that the settlement has been handled . It is not like what hashas-

happened
has-

happenedhappened in the lower 4848amongamong the Indians .

As an Alaskan Native , I am proud to say that I too am happyhappy-
that

happy-
thatthat there have not been demonstrations , militancy , or any emem-em-

barrass
em-

barrassing
¬-

barrassingbarrass ng actions that have caused any problems in the settling ofof-

the
of-

thethe claims .

With the implementation of the Alaska Native Claims SettleSettle-Settle-
ment

Settle-
ment

¬-

ment Act , we are becoming a group of people with a lot of money .

Also it is a concern of all , to see that the problems of drinking ,

which has plagued many races , does not happen in the case of thethe-

Alaska
the-

AlaskaAlaska Native . We have thus far , handled the Alaska Native ClaimsClaims-

Settlement
Claims-

SettlementSettlement Act in a way that has the respect , not only from AlasAlas-Alas-

kans
Alas-

kans

¬-

kans , but from the people from the "lowerlower" 48 ."
We have found a way to take care ofofourour financial problems .

Now I think that we should findfindaa way to make sure that thosethose-

fmancial
those-

financialfinancialfmancial problems are taken care ofofandand that the money that isis-

coming

is-

comingcoming to the people is not spent in creating more problems thanthan-

ever
than-

everever before .


