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CG Cutter Munro to PatrolPatr l Alaskan Waters
The Seattle-basedSeattlebasedSeattle -. based CoastCoast-

Guard
Coast-

GuardGuard CutterCutler Munro sailed onon-

Alaskan
on-

AlaskanAlaskan waters forfo {
.

the first timetime-

ever
time-

everever Jan ., 12 , to ensure that fishfish-fish-

ery

¬.-

ery laws and treaties are beingbeing-

observed
being-

observedobserved . The 378-foot378foot- cuttercuttcutter-
was

rr-

waswas recently transferred fromfrom-

Boston
from-

BostonBoston to replace two cutterscutter-
swl

cutters-
whichwhichwl ch were decommissioned ,.

When the Munro began its papa-papa-

trol
pa-

trol
¬-

trol it marked the 106th year ofof-

what
of-

whatwhat has come to be known asas-

the
as-

thethe Alaska Patrol ..
I,I-

InIn 1868 , the cutter WayandaWayat1daWayat1da-

cruised
Wayanda-

cruisedcruised the waters of Alaska withwIth-

orders
with-

ordersorders to preventpreven t the illegal killkill-kill-

Ing

kill-

ing

¬-

ing of fur bearing animalsammals . TheseThese-

orders
These-

ordersorders established the first BerBer-Ber-

ing

¬.-

ingmg Sea Patrol , whichwlchwl ch has evolvedevolvtdevolved-

Into
evolvtd-

intointo the present-daypresentday- Alaska PaPa-PaPa-

trol
Pa-

trol

¬-

trol..

The Wayanda was destineddestIned-
toto set a precedent which mademade-

the
made-

thethe cutters the symbol of law

enforcement , medical aid , mailmail-

delivery
mail-

deliverydelivery , and assistance to thosethose-

in
those-

inin distress .

Suffering the same growinggrowing-

paIns
growing-

painspains as Alaska itself, the patrolpatrol-

now
patrol-

nownow has a job description thatthat-

was
that-

waswas not in the wildest dreamsdreams-

of
dreams-

ofof the early-dayearlydayearly.dearlydearlydaycrewmembers-. yycrewcrewmemberscrew members .

The modem patrol is engagedengaged-
inin a vitally important struggle toto-

protect
to-

protectprotect the living resources ofof-

the
of-

thethe sea in one of the most propro-pro-

ductive
¬.-

ductive fisheries remainingremainmg inin-

the
in-

thethe world today .

The fisheries1sheries , and their prodprod-prod-

ucts
prod-

ucts
¬-

ucts , for many years were thethe-

leadmg
the-

leadingleadingleadmg Alaskan resource ; onlyonly-

Inin the last few years have theythey-

slipped
they-

slippedslippedslippedmtoslippedintointomto second place withwIth-

the
with-

thethe discovery ofofoiloil011 on Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-

North
Alaska's-

North

'

North Slope .

However , the fisheriesfi henes are aa-

renewable
a-

renewablerenewable resource and withwith-

wIse
with-

wisewise management shouldshouldstilishouldstillstillstili

be there long after the oil isis-

gone
is-

gonegone .

In 1971 , theIhe latest figuresfigures-

available
figures-

availableavailable , the Alaska fishingftshing inin-inin-

dustry
¬.-

dustry , whose boats range in sizesize-

from
size-

fromfrom 20-1702017020.17020170--. feet , caught apap-ap-
proximately

ap-

proximately
-¬-

proximately 470 millionffillIion poundspounds-
ofof fish .

In the same year , fromtrom thethe-

same
the-

samesame waters , Japanese , Soviet ,

South Korean , and CanadianCanadian-
high

Canadian-
highhigh seas fishing fleetsflee ts tooktook-

about
took-

aboutabout 4.747. billion pounds of fish ,

10 times the U.SUS. . catch .

The imbalance would havehave-

been
have-

beenbeen greater had it not been forfor-

the
for-

thethe efforts of the Alaska Patrol ..

At present , 25 Coast GuardGuard-

umts
Guard-

unitsunitsumts arearc involvedJI1volvedinvolvedinin the patrolpatrol-
This

patrol-
ThisThis includesmcludes three fixed-wingfixedwingfIXedwing-
aircraft

fixedwing-
aircraft

-

aircraft , six long-rangelongrange- helicophelicop-helicop-
ters

helicop-
ters

¬-

ters , and 16 cutterscut lers . Of the loIJtoII-

cutters
to-

cutters
,J

cutters , seven travel to AlaskaAlaAlaska-

from
J.aJa.J.a-

fromfrom the West Coast and HawaiiIlawaii

on a rotating basis .

With this staff ofofwatchdogswatchdogs ,

a year-roundyearround- vigil is kept on theththe-

state'sstate'sstates' fishing grounds .

As part ofofaa combined efef-ef-

fort
ef-

fort
¬-

fort , a National MarineManne FisheriesFisheries-
Service

Fisheries-
ServiceService Protection Officer is onon-

board
on-

boardboard most of the cutters andallllallll-

aircraft
and-

aircraftaircraft engagedengagedinin patrolling thethe-
fisherIes

the-
fisheriesfisheries .

As a fisheries law enforceenforce-enforce-
ment

enforce-
ment

¬-

ment officeroflceroflcer , he provides thethe-
Coast

the-
CoastCoast Guard with expertise concon-con-

cerning
con-

cerning

¬-

cerning the agreements with forfor-for-

eIgn
for-

eign
¬-

eign countriescountnes whose"hosehose" nationalsnatIOnals-
fish

nationals-
fishfishfishnearnear AlaskaAla ka .

He also helps identify foreignforeign-

vessels
foreign-

vesselsvessels and their fishingfi llIng gear ,.

estimates the size of their catch ,.

and , identifiesIdenlIfies fish species .

LastLJ t year ,. 535 patrolpJtrol daysdays-
were

days-
werewere talliedtalhed by allallunitsunits involvedmvolved .

Area coveredcovere was about ninenlllenllle-
ffillliun

nine-
millionmillionffillliun square miles duringduring-

whichwhich" 11Ich timetlnle foreign vesselve cI sightsight-sight-

ings
Ight ¬.-

ingsIng$ ranged tromfrom a highI\\ghIgh\ ofot 600600-

in
<> 0000-

Inin JulyJul } to a low of 7575inin111 NoNo-No-

vember
No-

vember
¬-

vember .

In spite of01 thetire much talkedtalked-

about
talked-

aboutabout fuel shortage , 1974 operaopera-opera-

tion
opera-

tion

¬-

tion plans callcal1 torlorfor no slackingslacklllgslacklllg-

of
slacking-

ofof patrol efforts Ships and airair-air-

craft
air-

craft
¬-

craft , however , will be operatedoperated-
atat theirthen mostmo t economicalecononllcal speedsspeeds-

unless
speeds-

unlessunless law enforcementenlorcement action oror-

search
or-

searchsearch andandrescuerescue work requiresrequlftrequires-

greater
ss-

greatergreater speedsspeeds-

The

speeds-

TheThe Munro ,. under the comcum-cumcom-cum-

mandofC
com-

mand

¬-

mandmandofCmandofCaptofCaptpt.llowardptlloward.
. Howard II11ILlstock. Istock ,.

is one of the biggest andandmostmostmost-

recent
most-

recentrecent additions to the CoastCoaCoast-

Guard
.

tt-

GUJrdGuardGUJrd fleetOeetfleet-

The

fleet-

TheThe cutter will carrycarrcarrya} a heliheli-hel-

icopter
hel-

icopter

¬-

copter andandsmallsmall aviation detaildetaIl-

Inin addition to her 155-man155man55-man55I155man-
crew

55man-
crew

-

crew , She is due to return toto-

Seattle
to-

SeattleSeattle inIII early March . _


