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Doar Editor:

One of the most outstand-

g preces of

1l O
he constdered by this legrs-
lature passed  the House on
Tuesday of this week; the re-
vision of the cduca-
tion code, This med IS
substitute (or the original bitl
which wad introduced by the
Rules Committee at the re-
quest  of  the Legislatve
Council. ‘The substitute bill
was drafted by the Health,
Welfare wndd Education Com-
mittee after several weeks of
Joint meetings with the Sen-
ate committee at which they
heard testimony from members
of the Department of Fduca-
tion staft and other mterest-
cd educators, :

The House worked onamen-
dments to the hitl from carly
Tuesday morning until late in
the afternoon. Few substan-
tive changes  were made to
the bill however, and several
controversial amendments
were turned  down. Among
these was one which would
have replaced  the Commis-
sioner of Fducation with a
“Section 26 Board " —a board
which would not come ander
the auspices of the State Ad-
ministration. This amendment
fairled by o vote of 1928,

Another of  the  defeated
amendments would have elim-
imated one of the particularly
noteworthy  sections of  the
new code—that which permits
particularly — well  qualified
children to enter school at
the discretion of the Jocal
school board even if they do
not meet the age requirement.

One of the amendments
which did receive House ap-
proval was that which extends
the required number of school
days inoa term (rom 175 to
180, The bill was approved
by a vote of 31-1.

HIE 328, & measure which
would mercase  legislator's
pay from the present $2.500
to $6.000 annually, was v
ported out of the House e
nance Committee this week,
and witl beoon the calendar
carly next week. Four men-
bers of the committee gave
no recommendation, two re-
commended  that at he ap-
proved, and one suggested an
amendment which would make
the increase a gradual one by
raising the pay to $4,000 in
1967 and $6,000 in 1968,

Another controversial piece
of legislation was indefinitely
postponed on a 1522 vote
this week. " This was the pro-
posed tax increase on oil and
gas production from one to
cight per cent. The bill, HB
416, had been stuck in Re-
sources Committee, but after
five requesis by its sponsor,
Rep. Norbert Skinner, to have
it transferred from Resources
to Finance, the House decid-
ed o take it up as a special
order of business.  There s
another oil and gas tax in-
¢ under  consideration
now by the Finance Commit-
tee, and this will be taken up
by the House before long.

Cordially yours,

Rep. Walter “Doc” Lelevre

Subscribe  to one of the
mosl informative newspapers .
in the world—the TUNDRA
TIMES. R



