Bennett In Rough Questioning
By Bible, Jordan, Church, Others

WASHINGTON=Robert L
Bennett, who served for more
than six vears as arca dirce-
tor of the Burcan of Indian Af-
fairs in Alaska, was subject-
ed to rough and scarcning
questioning last week as the
Senate  Interior and - Insular
Affairs Committee considered
his qualifications  to - serve
as commissioner of  Indvan
affairs, a position to which he
has been nommated by Presi-
dent Johnson.

The nature of the interroga-
tion of the first Indian nomi-
nated for commissioner s
century was such that one of
the  participating  scnators
summed it up by commenting
“Now you kndw, Mr. Bennett,
hm\ Custer must have felt.”

The commissioner-designate
was questioned inturn by
Senators Henry M. Jackson (-
Wash.), chairman of the con-
mittee, Clinton P. Anderson
(D-N. Mexa), Alan Bible (D-
Nevo), Frank Chareh €D-Tdaho),
Fmest Gruening  (D-Alaska),
Len B. Jordan (R-Idaho), Mil-
ward .. Simpson (R-Wyo.) and
Paul J. Fannin (R-Ariz.).

Other members of the com-
mittee present included Sena-
tors Gaylord Nelson (D-Wis.),
George MeGovern (D-S. Dak.)
and Lee Metealf (D-Mont.).
The appomtment of the Indian
commissioner is  subject o
Senate conformation.

The feeling expressed by
all sonators was that many
mprovemen necessary
i the administration of spe-
cific programs of the Bureau
of Indian Affairs.

Senator Gruening, pointing
out that about one=fifth of all
Alaska citizens are Nitives,
stressed the  very  serious
needs of this proup of pl‘(l])l('

He desenibed the probiem of
achieving economic prosperity
for Nativd citizens as  the
most seriops problem facing
Alaska, and charged Bennett
with the responsibility for de-
veloping programs  that - will
wercase the ability of Native
citizens to achieve such pros-
perity,

Senator Gruening quoted a
description of the status of
the Native peoples i Alaska
which appeared in the recent
report of the President’s Re-
port of the President’s Re-
view Committee for Develop-
ment Planning in Alaska, pre-
pared under the direction of
Joseph H. PFitzGerald, as
follows:

“Westward Alaska, the Tand
west of Anchorage and [Fair-
banks and north from Bristol
Bay o the Arctic, s the
home of the Aleuts, Eskimos
and Indians. This is a land
without a foothold in the 20th

century.””

The nominee for commis-
sioner stated the importance
of enriched training programs
for Native (l(l/ n~ o equip
them foi G ;
tions that \\l|| .ulv.mn e then
status.

He indicated such traming ©
programs  should take place
both at “outside’ locations

(Continued on Page g)




Bennett. . .

(Continued from Page 7)
and by sending n sophisti-
cated equipment to Alaska for
training.  He pointed out that,
despite efforts at training, op-
portunities  will continue o
be limited to jobs available,

Bennett gave it as his view
that the specific problem of
cconomic deprivation of Na-
tive citizens will only be re-
solved by improvement in the
cconomy of the state of Al-
aska as a whole,

Senator Gruening also raised
with Mr. Bennett the question
of a solution of the problems
presented by Native claims for
land made ‘““in -desperation™
because no other avenue of
assistance  seemed o offer
any help. Bennet!'s response
to this was general and again
related to the importance of
improving economic opportuni-
ties for all the people of
Alaska. |

Senator Gruening also raised
the question of segregation of
Indian  students in schools
run  exclusively
by the Buréau of Indian Af-
fairs and pointed out that
dropout rates for Native citi-
zens at ML Edgecumbe are
entirely too high, being esti-
mated at 50 per cent.

Bennett agreed  that  sub-
stantial improvements in odu-
cational programs are manda-
tory to 1mprove this situation.

When the senator asked Ben
pett whether he thought v
serving large tracts of Tand
forseach Native village was a
solution, Bennett rephied, “1
don’t think land n and of 1t-
self 1s a solution to the prol-
lems of the Native people. |
so publicly stated ac o meet-
ing of the people about three
or four years ago.”

Senator Gruening urged that
Native children in Alaska be
given educational opportuni-
ties in desegregated schools.




