aska’s natives'
fighting hard t

tin|
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gxslature wfuch ‘would enable any -
Indian community to take over
the control or operation of Fed-
erally-funded  and administered

Indian programs. in‘the Depart-",

ments: of Interior and Health,
Education, and Welfare.

Furthermore, he extended his -

pelicy to the area of Indian edu-

cation. Every Indian community

wishing to do so, the President
 said, should be able to control
its-own Indian schools. - 'Funds
desngned to help Indian students
should ‘be channeled directly to
Indian communities and tribes

rather ' 'than  directly to "the .

.school districts as they now are.
To ‘fight economic depriva-
tion: among the Indians, Nixon

proposed. the Indian Financing

Act of 1970. ‘This act would in-
crease the Revolving Loan Fund,

which_ loans: money for Indian -
‘economic development pro;ects, ;

« from about $25 t6 $75. Also it
would provide :$200 million for

. loan guarantees: and loan insur-:'
ance to encourage private lend-
ers to loan more money for In- .

dian economic’ pro;ects.

l’ledgmg his " administration |

' to improving the health status
“of ‘thefirst lndlans, Nxxon said

‘that "he will request the, alloca-
tion of an additional $10 million
for Indian health programs for

. the current fiscal year.

To assist reservation Indians
in " their transition.to cities, he
announced increased support to .
seven expenmental urban cen-
‘ters. | 5k
The President also asked/Con-

gress to establish an Indian Trust,
-‘Counsel Authority which would
: ensure: ‘independent legal repre-
. sentation for the Indians’ natur-

'al resource rights. In such -mat-
ters,  the ‘Indians are currently  :
represented by the Departments

“‘of Interior and of Justice which

‘often face a conflict of interests.
Lastly, he asked Congress to

establish a new! position in the

Department of the Interior—As-'

“sistant Secretary for Indian and .

Territorial Affairs and called for
continuing  close consulation’ "

“with Indjans in'the development

of new programs and policies.” -



