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Peace Corps Official
On Recruiting Drive

Mike Sarka, community cam-
paign coordinator for the Peace
Corps with offices in Los Ange-
les, is recruiting in Alaska this
week.

“One of the key things I'm
looking for are experienced fish-
ermen. There is a potential of
fishing industry in the Philli-
pines,” said Sarka last week in
Fairbanks.

He said that the Phillipine

Island people have in the past _

fished for subsistence only.
‘”l"hey need experienced fish-
ermen,” he added. *'Alaska type

fishermen'* would -be: far . more-

qualified  to- teach the people
there their type of fishing.”

He- said that another Peace
Corps volunteer that would be
“important: to’ the plan in the
Phillipines would be mechanics
for fishing boats.

“These, types of mechanics
are needed all over the world,”
Sarka pointed out.

The Peace Corps has been lnb.

existence for nine years. [t was

put in' operation on March 1,
1961 by the late President .lohn‘

F. Kennedy.

Since that time theré has been
about 40,000 Peace Corps volun-
At the present time,

11,000 are workmg in 61 coun-
. tries. !
The usual Iength of servnce is

27 months that includes three

months of 'training program' in

which a volunteer learn the lan-
culture ‘and ' technical '

guagey
training on what kind of job the

- volunteer would: be doing in a
: country to Whlch he'is assigned. i

T

After trammg, he goes overseas
for 24 months.

The pay is based on the eco-
nomy of - the. country .to which
he is assigned. . Housing is paid
separately from the salary. Train--.
ing and return trip are paid for.
Medical care. is also paid for un-
der special arrangements.

A Peace Corps volunteer . is
also paid $75 per month called
readjustment ~ allowance - and
which is.paid in a lump sum af-
ter terminating as a.volunteer.

There is also a vacation allow-
ance of two days per month and
which can be taken anytime dur-
ing Peace Corps service - with
per diem of $9 per day.

“You live right with the peo-
ple you’re working with,” Sarka
explained, “so that you become
familiar with, their daily problems
and way of life and you’re ex-
pected: to live. much the same
way . that they do so 'that the

. people, after a bit of time, look

upon you' as one of them and

“-accept you like they would ‘any

other neighbor.”

: 'Volunteers have to be over 18
years ‘of ‘age or over. ' They
‘should have experiences in some

-field' so’ this' can be a basis for

teaching people overseas: « '
Sarka said' that there have
been 57 - Alaskans : who . have .
served ‘or who -are servmg in the -
Peace Corps.' / ;
“ just ‘feel that there are many
here in.Alaska who could serve
in the Peace Corps,” Sarka stated.

. “There. is a spitit of adventure
»;going overseas as a Peace Corps -

(Contlnuaﬂ on pm s)



Peace Corps ..
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volunteer, somethmg like the
spirit of adventure that made
Alaska what it is.” .

“Peace. Corps,”. Mil:e Sarka
concluded, “is for all segments
of society. - It’s.for the skiiled
" worker as well as the PhD 'in

business, and each of these peo-
ple ‘are equally important to the
nations of the developmg world.
If a gy knows engines who has '
an 8th grade education; he’s
needed.”

Sarka himself served in Iran
.in the Middle East for 26
months. Y

“It wasn’t important that 1

was an American, but it'was:im-
portant that [ Wanted tothelp.”

Furtherinformation on Pcnce

Corps is available locally by writ-
. ing to Peace Corps, Federal Sta- .
- ‘tion, Pouch 300 Falrbanks. Ala-
-ska 99701, ;




