
Mentasta Lake Struggles toto-

Retain
to-

RetainRetain Lands as State SelectsSeleds
While most AlaskanAlaskan native ,.

villages try to obtainobtam aa 60 millionmillioJ1millioJ1-

acre
million-

acreacre land claims settlement ,, thethe-

villagers
the-

villagersvillagers of Mentasta Lake areare-

fighting
are-

fightingfighting to maintain their an-

cestral
anan-anan-

cestral
¬-

cestral village lands-theirlandstheir-- homeshomesa-

f.lQ
homes-

andandaf.lQaflQand. surroundingsslrroundi! gs,> -

Mentasta Lake , aslisas ' well asas-

several

as-

severalseveral other villagesvill !ges in111 the InIn-InIn-

tenor
In-

terior
¬-

teriortenor of Alaska ,,. is located onon-

land
on-

landland which hash s been selected byby-

the
by-

thethe State of Alaska under thethe-

provisIons
the-

provisionsprovisions of the Statehood Act..

The Bureau of Land Management

has already tentativelytentarively approvedapproved-

these
approved-

thesethese site selections pending thethe-

end
the-

endend of the present land freeze ..

UnderOnder two of the land claimsclaims-

bllls
claims-

billsbillsbllls presentlypreseotly in Congress ,. thethe-

villagers

the-

villagersvillagers of Mentasta Lake andand-

other
and-

otherother villages on state landsjvilllands will'TTStn3 t TeTainFeTain'ff'FeTainFilein Title-FileFile-T He to their homes ,

their village site ,. and its sursur-sursur-

roundmg
sur-

rounding
¬-

roundingroundmg area .

According to the provisionsprovisions-

ofof the Senate land claims billbill-

introduced
bill-

introducedintroduced by Senator Henry-

Jackson
HenryHenry-

JacksonJackson , the villagers involved

may select lands elsewhere-melsewheremelsewhere-IOIOelsewhere-ininelsewhereIO-
areas

elsewherein-
areas

-
areas which have not been selectselect-select-

ed
select-

ed

¬-

ed .byby.. the State .. The AspinallAsplOallAsplOall-
bill

Aspinall-
billbill , presently the only landland-
bill

land-
billbill in the House of Representa-
tives

RepresentaRepresenta-Representa-
tives

¬-

tives , has no provision for vilvil-vilvil-

13g

vil-

la

¬-

lages13gla es on Stale-selectedStaleselectedStateselectedSta te5electedJ.aruite5electedJarui- _ . .!landsI nn-

d
. -------

d d- - ----

haced'aa' aceddacedacedwithededwiwithwiwithwiththisllthisthisthis dilemnaclilemnaal emna , thethethev-

illagers
:h;':

villagerslIagersv of Mentasta Lake passedpassed-

aa resolution last week ., TheyTheyWIITheywillwillWIIwill-

not
!

not support any land claims billbill-

which
bill-

whichwhich does not guarantee themthem-

title
them-

titletitle to their lands .
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Technically7echnically"Technically'" , the State cancan-

go
can-

gogo in and raze the villagevilJage andand-
sell

and-
sellsell the land to someone else ,.
even though people live there ,"
according to an Alaska LegalLegal-
Services

Legal-
ServicesServices attorney .,

At the present timeI1Jet , the vilvil-vilvil-

lage
vil-

lage
¬-

lage of Mentasta LakeLake is alsoalso-

challenging
also-

challengingchallenging the State of AlaskaAlaska-
inin the courts-incourtsin ..--- a separate suit
The villagevil1age is one of those afaf-afaf-

fected
af-

fected
¬-

fected by the Tok area OpenOpen'toOpentoOpen-toOpentoOpen'to-
Entry

Opento-
Entry

'- to
Entry classification .

The open to entry program ,

according to G.EGE. . Stein ofbf ALSALS-
in

ALS-
inin Anchorage , allows the leasingleasing-
of

leasing-
ofof five acre recreational tractstracts-
on

tracts-
onon specificallyspeci

'
cally classified StateState-

lands
State-

landslands . AnAn 130,000130000, acre tract inin-

the
in-

thethe Tok area in northeasternnortheastern-
Alaska

northeastern-
AlaskaAlaska has been classified forfor-

this
for-

thisthis use .,

. The Mentasta Lake suit , whichwhich-
challengedchallengedlallenged the land classificationclassification-
order

classification-
orderorder in Superior Court 'inin'

AnAn-AnAn-

chorage
An-

chorage
¬-

chorage last month , charges thatthat-
the

that-
thethe land order was illegal aridandand-
unconstituti

and-
unconstitutionalunconstitutionalunconstituti nal because it waswas-
made

was-
mademade withoutgivingwithowithout givingiving public nono-nonot-
ice

not-
ice

-¬

tice of theththssificationjetassificationssificationossification or holdhold-hold-
ing

hold-
ing

¬-
ing hearings in the Tok area . -.

Some form of notice andand-
hearing

and-
hearinghearinghearingwaswas given in AnchorageAnchorage-
and

Anchorage-
andand Fairbanks , but the villagersvillagers-
ofof Mentasta Lake , which waswas-

affected
was-

affectedaffected by the order , say theythey-
only

they-
onlyonly found out when third parpar-par-
ties

par-
ties

¬-
ties began to stake claihlsc1aiclaims1is nearnear-
their

near-
theirtheir village .

The Mentasta Lake residents ,

three of whom are plaintiffs inin-

the
in-

thethe suit , contend they shouldshould-
bave

should-
havehavebave been consulted about thethe-

classification
the-

classificationclassification of oneon particularparticular-
tract

particular-
tracttract of land , located in the imim-imim-

mediate
im-

mediate
¬-

mediate neighborhood of theirtheir-
villageand

their-
villageandvvillage-andvillageandlage-andlageand- which they use . ThirThir-Thir-
teen

Thir-
teen

¬-
teen lease applications have nownow-
been

now-
beenbeen filedf1ed! in the 9,0009000, acre openopen-
to

open-
toto entry tract near their village .

The village is located on valval-valval-

uable
val-

uable
¬-

uable land to the State . SituatedSituated-
onon the Glenn Highway , about 50SOSO-

miles
50-

milesmiles southeastso theast of Tok , it is inin-

one
in-

oneone of the areas valuable to thethe-
I

the-
StateI State due to its proximityprox.imity. to. thethe-
.road

the-
roadroad.road-road.- and to developing areas .

However , unless some proprppro-pro-
vision

.-¬

vision is made in a land claimsclaims-
settlement

claims-
settlementsettlement ,,. the villagesviJIages on StateState-
selected

State-
selectedselected lands maymay have nono titletitle-
to

title-
topeoplellavepeoplehaveto any of the lands their people
havellave livedlivedonon fromftom time immemimmem-immemo-
rGtJ

immem-
orial

-¬- .,

orialorGtJ . '"Under the provisions of thethe-

HarrisKennedy
the-

HarrisKennedyHarris-KennedyHarrisKennedy-- bill , which folfol-folfol-

lows
fol-

lows
¬-

. . lows the AFN position of 60 '

million acres of land , $500500$ milmil-mil-

lion
mil-

lion
¬-

lion and a 2 per cent royalty on

. ..\

.,

minerals , previous State selec.selec-.selecselec-.selec-

tions
selec-

tions
. ¬-

tions would be nullified .

However , these provisionsprovisions-
would

provisions-
wouldwould also nullify State selectionsselections-

onon. the North Slope , a provisionprovision-
Congress

provision-
CongressCongress is very unlikely to pass .

Such villagesviJlages as Minto , Tana-TanaTana-
cross

Tana-
cross

Tana-
cross

-
cross and Dot Lake , also alongalong-
the

along-
thethe highway route , are also withwith-with-
in

with-
in

¬-

in the State'sStates' selection area .

Minto and Tanacross have rere-rere-

ceived
re-

ceived
¬-

ceived Special permission fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe State to move their villagesvillages-
onto

villages-
ontoonto these lands .

Following is a reprint of thethe-
resolution

the-
resolutionresolution passed by MentastaMentasta-
Lake

Mentasta-
LakeLake :

RESOLUTIONRESOLUTION-
TheThe village of Mentasta Lake ,.

through its Village Council andand-
traditional

and-
traditionaltraditional chief , make the folfol-folfol-

lowing
fol-

lowing
¬-

lowing resolution based on thethe-
following

the-
followingfollowing facts :

WHEREAS ,. the Alaska NativeNative-
Land

Native-
LandLand Claims Settlement Bill hashas-
for

has-
forfor one ofofitsits purposes the grantgrant-grant-
ing

grant-
ing

¬-
ing of lands surrounding estabestab-establ-

ished
estab-

lished
-¬-

lished Native VillagesViIIages , andand-

WHEREAS
'

WHEREAS , the Village ofof-
Mentasta

of-
MentastaMentasta Lake is an establishedestablished-
na

established-
nativenativena tive community using and dede-dede-

pendent
de-

pendent
¬-

pendent upon the lands surroundsurround-surround-
ing

surround-
ing

¬-

ing the community , andand-
WHEREAS

and-
WHEREAS

and-
WHEREASWHEREAS , without our a-aa-

wareness
a-

wareness
a-

wareness
-

wareness and over our protest ,
the State of Alaska has selectedselected-
and

selected-
andandapprovalbeen given tentative approvapprov-approv-
al

¬-
al to the selection of the landslands-
surrounding

lands-
surroundingsurrounding the village of MenMen-Men-

tasta
Men-

tasta
¬-

tasta Lake , andand-
WHEREAS

and-
WHEREAS

and-
WHEREASWHEREAS , the most currentcurrent-

versions
current-

versionsversions of 'thethe' settlementsettlemen t propro-pro-
posal

pro-
posal

-¬

posal do not specifically provideprovide-
for

provide-
forfor a priority ofovilIage(village selectionselection-
over

selection-
over

,
over State tentatively approvedapproved-
selections

approved-
selectionsselections , andand-

WHEREAS

and-

WHEREASWHEREAS , we will never rere-rere-

linquish
re-

linquish
¬-

linquish our villageviJIage site and thethe-
surrounding

the-
surroundingsurrounding and supportingsupporting-
lands

supporting-
landslands ,

THEREFORE , BE JTIT]T RERE-RE-
SOLVED

RE-
SOLVED

-¬-

SOLVED that the Village ofof-
Mentasta

of-
MentastaMentasta Lake opposes any landland-
claims

land-
claimsclaims settlement which doesdoes-
not

does-
notnot specifically provide for thethe-
selection

the-
selectionselection of lands surrounding ' '.

the villagevUlage even though thesethese-
lands

these-
landslands have been tentatively apap-apap-
proved

ap-

proved
-¬-

proved for selection under thethe-
Statehood

the-
StatehoodStatehood Act..

DATED this 5 day of 3 , 19719711971-
MENTASTA

KI .
.MENTASTAMENTASTA VILLAGE COUNCOUN-COUN-
CIL

COUN-
CIL

¬-
CIL :

, .CILS
/S/S/SHustonSHuston/ HustonHuston Sanford *, PresidentPresident-
S

President-
5/S/S/5/5/SBen5Ben/ Ben F . John , Vice PresidentPresident-
S/S/S/SLee/ Lee Nicolai , SecretarySecretary-
S/S/S/SFred/ Fred John , Traditional ChiefChief-

of
Chief-

ofof Mentasta Lake


