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BETTY WESCOTT

Start youngsters before they bebe-bebe-

come
be-

come
¬-

come serious .

"LastLast" year , Ingrid also ran aa-

model
a-

modelmodel classroom ," explainedexplained-
Mrs

explained-
MrsMrs . Wescott . 'TheThe"The'" model classclass-class-
room

class-
room

-¬-

room situation is a training sitsit-sitsit-

uation
sit-

uation
¬-

uation for staff, parents andand-

volunteers
and-

volunteersvolunteers . ".
In her classroom , Mrs . EatonEaton-

could
Eaton-

couldcould set up situations for staffstaff-

members
staff-

membersmembers to observe , demonstrademonstra-demonstra-
ting

demonstra-
ting

¬-

ting 'methodsmethods' without criticismcriticism-
inin their own classrooms .

At present , Head Start emem-emem-

ploys
¬.-

ploys four teachers , four teacherteacher-

aides
teacher-

aidesaides and several neighborhoodneighborhood-
youth

neighborhood-
youthyouth corps workers . Two teachteach-teach-
ers

teach-
ers

¬-

ers started as teacher aides . OneOne-
is

One-
isis a pediatric nurse andandanandanotheranotherananother-
has

therther-
hashas an M.AMA. ., degreed gree in child dede-dede-

velopment
de-

velopment
¬-

velopment..

Mrs . Wescott , who is a 19631963-
graduate

1963-
graduategraduate of the University ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska is a member of the AlaskaAlaska-

Association
Alaska-

AssociationAssociation for the EducationEducation-
ofof Young Children , a group pripri-pripri-

marily
pri-

marily
¬-

marily composed of people inin-inin-

terested
in-

terested
¬-

terested in early childhood eduedu-edu-

cation
edu-

cation
¬-

cation . She began her workworkatatat-

Head
at-

HeadHead, Start last week .

rr-

ff

"-

I
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Betty Wescott ChosenChosen-

Head
Chosen-

HeadHead Start Director
A young Alaska Native fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe Kuskokwim River area waswas-

named
was-

namednamed last week as project dj-djdj-

rector
dj-

rector
di-didi-

rector
-

rector for the Fairbanks ' HeadHead-

Start
Head-

StartStart Association .

Betty Wescott , 30 , startedstarted-

last
started-

lastlast week as director of HeadHead-

Start
Head-

StartStart in Fairbanks-theFairbanksthe-- earlyearly-

childhood
early-

childhoodchildhood education programprogram-
which

program-
whichwhich tries to ,

give underpriviunderprivi-underprivi-
leged

underprivi-
leged

¬-

leged youngstersyoungsters a "headhead" start "
before they reach school age . f,f-

'We"WeWe'We"' try to develop socializasocializa-socializa-

tion
socializa-

tion
¬-

tiontionskills-skillsskills.skinsskins-. in the children ," exex-exex-

plains
ex-

plains
¬-

plains Ingrid Eaton , the outout-out-

going
out-

going
¬-

going Head Start project director .

Mrs . Eaton , who is leaving forfor-

Pennsylvania
for-

PennsylvaniaPennsylvania at the end of thethe-

month
the-

monthmonth , started in Head StartStart-

three
Start-

threethree years ago as a teacher . SheShe-

has
She-

hashas headed the program for thethe-

past
the-

pastpast two years .
'TheThe"The'"" children have difficultydifficulty-

inin relating to other children andand-
adults

and-
adultsadults . Here , they are exposedexposed-
to allaU ofofreschoolre-schoolreschoolschool activiactivi-activi-
ties

activi-
ties
to types pre-schoolpreschool(> r - ¬-

ties ," she explainedexplaineexplainexplain-
At

: ?.
At present , Fairbanks Headleadlead-

Start
Head-

Start
!

Start provides early childhoodchildhood-
experiences

childhood-
experiencesexperiences for 80 low incomeincome-
youngsters

income-
youngstersyoungsters from the community .

Space limitations in their quartersquarters-
atat the Firstfitst Methodist ChurchChurch-
prevent

Church-
preventprevent expansion .

Mrs . Wescott , who is a TundraTundra-
Times

Tundra-
TimesTimes board member and memmem-mem-
ber

mem-
ber

¬-

ber of the Fairbanks Native AsAs-AsAs-
sociation

As-

sociation
-¬-

sociation , worked in Head StartStart-
teacher

Start-
teacherteacher training ofofillage/illageillageTillage/, teachteach-teach-
ers

teach-
ers

¬-

ers in 1966 . At that time , sheshe-

trained
she-

trainedtrained 10 Head Start teachersteachers-
with

teachers-
withwith varied levels of education .

She has been involved in earlyearly-
childhood

early-
childhoodchildhood educationducation for severalseveral-
years

several-
yearsyears . While in Maryland , in
1968-69196869196 --9 , she started and taughttaught-
inin a cooperative nursery schoolschool-
in

school-
inin her community .

At present , Fairbanks HeadHead-
Start

Head-
StartStart includes two classes forfor-

threeyearolds
for-

threeyearolds for four andand-
fiveyearolds

and-
fiveyearolds
three-year-oldsthreeyearolds- -- , two
five-year-oldsfiveyearolds- -- . They draw theirtheir-
children

their-
childrenchildren from low income "tartar"tar-"tar-
get

"tar-
get

" ¬-
get areas" in the community-communitycommuniy-communiycommunity-
recruiting

communiyr-
ecruiting

community-
recruiting

[ -
recruiting through agencies andanand-

doordoor to door campaigns . UnderUnder-
Federal

Under-
FederalFederal Head Start Guidelines ,

90 per'Per' cent of the children mustmust-
meet

must-
meetmeet low income requirements .

"ItsIts"It"s" *" a well thought of propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram and well .
runrurt ," explainedexplexplained-

Mrs
inedined-

MrsMrs . Wescott . "IngridIngrid'Ingrid"' is a veryvery-
good

very-
goodgood project director and hashas-

started
has-

startedstarted several good innovationsinnovations-
during

innovations-
duringduring thetl.etle). past years ."

Alaska'sAlaskas' Head Start program ,
Mrs . Wescott explained , isis-

thou
is-

thoughtthoughtthou t ofofasas one of, if not thethe-
best

the-
bestbest , among early childhood eded-eded-

ucators
ed-

ucators
¬-

ucators in the lower 48 . Isolated1s0lated1s0lated-
from

Isolated-
fromfrom agency politics ,, the propro-pro-
gram

pro-
gran

-¬

gramgran has earnedeamed a reputation

for important innovations . InIn-

Fairbanks
In-

FairbanksFairbanks , Head Start is a parentparent-
participation

parent-
participationparticipation program , includingincluding-
parents

including-
parentsparents and volunteers in itsits-

activities
its-

activitiesactivities .

Fairbanks Head Start hashas-

started
has-

startedstarted an "infantinfant" in the homehome-
program

home-
programprogram ," visiting Head StartStart-

f
Start-

familiesfajniliesfamiliesf i1ies with new babies to givegive-

nutrition
give-

nutritionnutrition and health care inforinfor-infor-
mation

infor-
mation

¬-

mation .

Last year , Mrs . Eaton startedstarted-
aa follow up program in the eleele-eleele-

mentary
ele-

mentary
¬-

mentary schools-toschoolsto-- try andan spotspot-
reading

spot-
readingreading problems among Head

For the present , Mrs . WescottWescott-
wiJ

Wescott-
willwillwiJ) concentrate on administraadministra-administra-
tive

administra-
tive

¬-

tive work for the program , writwrit-writ-
ing

writ-
ing

¬-

ing , the project grant , evaluatingevaluating-
children

evaluating-
childrenchildren going into kindergarten ,

etc .

Mrs . WescotfsWescott'sWescotts' husband , Dr .

Eugene Wescott , is a professorprofessor-
atat the UA Geophysical Institute .

She is the mother of Brian, 8 ;;

Liam , 5 ; and SiobhanSiobh n , 3 .


