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Drama Tinges
C9
MeetingC9., MeetingMeeting-

On
Meeting-

On
oo-

OnOn Claims BetweenBetween-

Agnew
Between-

AgnewAgnew, Native LeadersLeadersFo-

urFour Alaskan Native leaders met with Vice PresidentPresident-

Spiro

President-

SpiroSpiro T . Agnew . SecretarySecretaryofofofthethe Interior RogersRog.erRoger
.

MortonMorton-

and
Morton-

andandandotherother administrationadt\linistrationadtlinistrationadiiiinistration\ officials on Friday ( March 12)1212)-

in

12)-

in

))

in a meetingmeetingwhichwhichwhichmaymaymayalteralter administration policypolkypolkyonpolicyononon-

Alaska
on-

AlaskaAlaska native landlandclaimsclaims ..

The two hour meetingmeetmg tooktook-

place
took-

placeplace Friday afternoon in thethe-

White
the-

WhiteWhite Houselouse[ offices of ViceVIce-

PresIdent
Vice-

PresidentPresident Agnew . The vice presipresI-presI-

dent
presi-

dent

¬-

dent arranged the meetingmeetmg atat-

the
at-

thethe request of Laura BergtBerg!,, memmem-mem-

ber
mem-

ber
¬-

ber of the Nationalatlonal Council on-

Indian
onon-

IndIanIndian Opportunity ,. whichwhuh: hehe-

chalTS

he-

chairschairschalTS .

He agreed to the meetingmeetmgmeetmg-
wlule

meeting-
whilewhilewlule attendingattendtng the N'CIONCIO1\CIO1CIO\' con-concon-

"ference
con-

ference
con-

ference
-

"ferenceference-ference
-"

ference inm Kansas City last week .

Laura Bergt describeddescnbedde ': nbed thethe-

meetmg
the-

meetingmeetingmeetmg to the Tundra TimesTImes-
asas representingrepresentmg a "dramaticdramatic" shift""
in administration policypolJcpolio . HerlIerlIer-

account
Her-

accountaccount of theIhe meetingmeetmg followstollowsfollows-
Besides

tollows-
Besides

follows-
BesidesBesides the Vice PresidentPrPresident-

and
ldentldent-

dndanddnd theIhe SecretarySecrelaSecretars" ofuf the InteriorIntcnorIntcnor-
Irs

..

Mrs\IrsIrs\ . BergtBergs saidsaidsalC.,. administration-
officials

administration.ldmlOlldmlOl. lrdllOnlrdllOn-
officIalsofficials includedIOcludcd AssistantASSlSt.lntASSlStlnt. In-InIn-

tenor
In-

tenor
In-

terior
-

tenorterior SecretarySecretaf\SecretafSeeretarsSecretaflIamson\ HarrisonlIamson LoeschLo ch .

Fred Bracken , the InteriorIntenor De-

partment
DeDe-DeDe-

partment
¬-

partment Legal Counsel, . BoydBoBoyd-
Rasmussen

) dd-

RasmussenRasmussen of the BLMBUtBL\IBLI\ andand-

others
and-

othersothers

TheTheI.lsk.lnAlaskan\I.lsk.lnIlsk.lnI.lsk.lnIlskln:\ . . Natives.ltl\'es.ltles.ltlltl'eses. \' werewere-

represented
were-

representedrepresented by AlAI KeulerKetllerKetcler of thethe-

Tanana
the-

TananaTanana Chiefs , State SenatorSenator-
Ray

Senator-
RayRay ChristiansenChristiansonChr stlanson , AFNAF-iAFi:'- PresidentPresIdent-

Don
President-

DonDonDonVnghtWright\VnghtVnght\ and Laura BergtBergs..

'TheThe"The'" prime purpose of thistIllStIllS-

meetmg
this-

meetingmeetingmeetmgmeetmgwasmeetingwaswastowas to allow the Alaskan-

Natives
AlaskanAlaskan-

NativesNatives , for the first time , toto-

present
to-

presentpresent theirthen side to the highesthIghest-
level

highest-
levellevellevelofof the federal governmentgovernment-
and

government-
andand to allow ad full dialoguedlalugue withwith-
the

with-
thethe federal officials on the meritsmentsments-

uf
merits-

ofofufufourofourour demands , " said Mrs . BergtBergt-

"The
Bergt-

"The
Bergt-

"The"TheThe" Vice President openedopened-

the
opened-

thethe meetingmeet1J1g byb ) statingstatll1g that inII1111SII1111-

Sconversatlun

hishis-

conversationconversationconversatlun with PresidentPre ldentldent:1'1Nix\:1'1-:1'111Nix-:1'1-

on
Nix-

on
\: '( ¬-

on , the President wished to em-emem-

phasie
em-

phaSlle
em-

phasise
-

phasi/ephasiephaSllephasise/ the spiritSplTlt of Ins11\\11his11IndlJn\ IndianIndlJnIndlJn-

me

Indian-

messagemessageme.lgeme\me\ .lgelge. totuiii Congress( ung.re\ung.reongressung.reof. \ $ of JulyJJulul % S:-' ,.

1197011)701170) 7070vlnch\vlnchvlnchwhich\ ll1ch stressedstre sed IndiansellIndianIndl.l/1Indl.l1Indl.lIndll1. / sell-sellsell-

determination
sell-

determination

,elf --.

determinationdeterrmnallon and thatIhar the settleX'trle-X'trleXtrlesettle-X'trle-

ment
settle-

ment ' ¬-

ment of theIhe AlaskaAIa"JAIa "JJ" nativen.ltlYCnltlYC. landbndbnd-

dJJlns
land-

claimsclaimsdJJlns wuswasa veryververyimportantimportantJlnportan ! lie-

also

Helielie.-

lIalso.lIl.lIlI. l) stated thattlut for too longlongalong-

terrible
. a.ll..-

llemhleterriblelemhle injusticeIl1ju.tlceIl1jutlce:. hasha been donedone-

CQnhf

done-

COnt.suea(( CqntCQnhfCOnt.sueaCOntsuea.fHi>tre a onan page 6)6))



Agnew , Nativeative Leaders . .
,( ContinuedContued" from page 1)1)

to the American Indian .
" 'It'sItsIt's'II' t'sts'' time tot stop the rhetoricrhetoric-

and
rhetoric-

andand to start acting , ' "thethe" ViceVice-

Pres
Vice-

PresidentPresidentPres dent said .

'TheThe"The'" Vice PresidentPr sident thenthen-
turned

then-
turnedturned the meeting over to AFNAFN-
President

AFN-
PresidentPresident Don Wright who gavegave-

aa 15 minute presentation . TheyThey-
Were

They-
werewere ,very , very moved withwith-
Don's

with-
Don'sDon'sDons' opening speech .. He startedstarted-
from

started-
fromfrom the veryverybeginningwrierverybeginningwher-beginning-wrierbeginningwrier-beginning-wherwher'begbeg-' nping-whernpingwher- .,.

the Natives of Alaska were therethere-
and

there-
andand the Russians came-andcameand- wentwent-
up

went-
upup to the present moment whenwhen-
we're

when-
we'rewe'rewere' really fighting for our nana-nana-

tive
na-

tive
¬-

tive land claims .

whywe're"HeHe" ,. clearly explainedexplainedwhywhy
we'rewere' aksingasking for 60 million acresa res ,

500 million dollars compensacompensa-compensa-
tion

compensa-
tion

¬-
tion , 2 per cent in perpetuityperpetuity-
and

perpetuity-
andand the 11212regional2 regional concept.. HeHe-

did
He-

diddiddidsuch-suchsuch-, a beautiful job that hehe-

visibly
he-

visiblyvisibly movedmovedeveryoneeveryone injn thatthat-
rObm

that-
roomroomrObm including the three NativesNatives-
who

Natives-
whowho were there-whotherewho- alreadyalready-
understood

already-
understoodunderstood our side of the story .
I really have to

,
take my hat offoff-

to
off-

toto him ;, he did such a good job, .

"NoNo" absolute promises werewere-
made

were-
mademade but it was obvious that thethe-

administration's
the-

administration'sadministration'sadministrations ' position was notnnot-
acceptable

tt-
acceptableacceptable by everyoneeveryone-presen-

t
everyon-

epresen- t
everyone-presen-

t
everyon-

epresen- t-
present

at the meetingmeetittg . Because of thethe-

meeting
the-

meetingmeeting , there-theretherewas-. was a dramaticdramatic-
shift

dramatic-
shiftshift in their position .

"SecretarySecretary" Morton said thatthat-
in

that-
inin the,., last few days he has perper-per-

sonally
per-

sonally
¬-

sonally researched andandreevre-evahiat-reevahiatreevahiat-
ed

re-evreev-- uat-uatuat-

ed
at-atat-

ed
-

ed his whole way of thinkWthinkthink-
on

think-
onon the native land claims legislaSlegislalegisla-

tion
legisla-

Lion
,

tionLion . This weekend , the adad-adad-

ministration
ad-

ministration
¬-

ministration is drafting their billbill-

and
bill-

andand agreedagree.d. to have AFN counselcounsel-
present

counsel-
presentpresent during the entire draftingdrafting-
'of

drafting-
.ofof'of.of'. the bill.. _-'"YY-

"The
,,

'TheThe"The1"The'" meeting waswas1-1( above-boardaboveboardababoveboard-
and

ve-boardveboardveboard-
and

-

and it was very , very open onon-

both
on-

bothboth sidessidesA. -AA-. A lot of questionsquestions-
were

questions-
werewere asked Vice President AgnewAgnew-
and

Agnew-
andand Secretary Morton and thethe-

others
the-

othersothers .

'TheyThey"They'" didn'tdidnt' know what wewe-

were
we-

werewere larkingtattingtalking about before . TheyThey-
heard

They-
heardheard a lot of figures thrownhrownthrown-
around

,hrown-
aroundaround about what the nativesnatives-
were

natives-
werewere asking for . After this meetmeet-meet-
ing

meet-
ing

¬-
ing , they understand whywhywe'rewe'rewerewe're-
asking

we're-
asking

'
asking for what wewe'r-

e
wer-

e
we'r-

e
wer-

e"-

re
r-e"' demanding .

"ItIt" was a great meeting andand-
II thinkthinkrepresentsrepresents a dramaticdramatic-
shiftshift in their way of thinkingthinking-
soso far as the native land claimsclaims-
situation

11-

situationsituationsituation is concerned ,," Mrs . !

Bergt concluded . I


