
ElectronicsEledronics Students RagingRaging-
At

Raging-
AtAt Nickel'sNickelsHickel'sHickelsHickeys' RemovalRemovalofof FundsFunds--

Electronics Technician-
students

TechnicianTechnician-
studentsstudents at the University ofof-
Alaska

of-
AlaskaAlaska have declareddeclaredwarwarwar-
after

war-
afterafter all funds for their

program were removed from thethe-
University's

the-
University'sUniversity'sUniversitys' budget by-
Governor

byby-
GovernorGovernor Hickel'sHickelsNickel'sNickels' office .

Students in the programprogram-
have

program-
havehave contacted Chambers ofof-
Commerce

of-
CommerceCommerce , Granges , civic-
groups

civiccivic-
groupsgroups , city and boroughborough-
assemblies

borough-
assembliesassemblies , student groups ,

and prospective employersempl oyers toto-
obtain

to-
obtainobtain help in their campaign .

Granges in the FairbanksFairbanks-
area

Fairbanks-
areaarea heldheldaa public meetingmeeting-
Tuesday

meeting-
TuesdayTuesday on this problem , and .

are.are. enlisting the support of-
other

ofof-
otherother state Granges in concon-con-
tacting

con-
tacting

-¬-
tacting members of the StateStateState-
Legislature

State-
LegislatureLegislature .

SeveralSeveralemployersemployers , includinclud-includ-
ing

includ-
ing

-¬-

ing one Federal agency , areare-
writing

are-
writingwriting to the Legislature inin-
support

in-
supportsupportsupport of the program . InIn-
addition

In-
additionaddition , at least one RepreRepre-Repre-
sentative

Repre-
sentative

-¬-
sentative from the FairbanksFairbanks-
area

Fairbanks-
areaarea contacted the U of AA-
while

A-
whilewhile the publicity campaigncampaign-
waswas just getting started .

University of Alaska PresiPresi-¬-

dent William R . Wood andand-
other

and-
otherother officials willwilllebe) traveltravel-travel-
ing

travel-
ing

¬-
ing to Juneau le!nextweeknext _ .weekweek. toto-
testify

,.

testify on the budget , and-
continued

andand-
continued

and-
continued( continued on Page 6)666)6)>*)



Students Raging .
.
. .

( continued from Page I )

while there willwillspeakspeak inin-
favor

in-
favorfavor of the program .

With this support , thethe-
students

the-
studentsstudents hopeho to have thethe-
program

the-
programprogram restoredrestoredwhenwhen thethe-
University's

the-
University'sUniversity'sUniversitys' budget goesgoes-
before

goes-
beforebefore thetheStateState-State- House ofof-
Representatives

of-
RepresentativesRepresentatives next week .

The original budget rere-rere-
quested

re-
quested

-¬-
quested $91,90091900$ , for operatingoperating-
the

operating-
thethe electronics programprogramandand-and-

$60,00060000$ , to set upupupaa new techtech-tech-
nician

tech-
nician

-¬-
nician programprogram-probablyprogramprobably-probably inin-
civic

in-
civiccivic engineering , althoughalthough-
nono decision had been made .

The $91,90091900$ , would havehave-
covered

have-
coveredcovered allallexpensesexpenses of thethe-
program

the-
programprogram except providing thethe-
classroom

the-
classroomclassroomclassroomspacespace . The entire-entireentiroentire-
program

entiro-
program

.-

program was removed from thethe-
budget

the-
budgetbudget before Governo-
rNickel's

GovernorGoverno-
rHickel'sHickel'sHickelsNickel'sNickels' office sent it to thethe-
Legi

the-
LegislatureLegislatureLegi slslatureature .

Although the budget for thethe-
past

the-
pastpast year was oriyoily0 riy $17,00017000$17,000-
much

$17,000-
much

$ ,

much of the cost of the propro-propro-
gram

pro-
gram

-¬

gram was supported by aa-
Federal

a-
FederalFederal grant that willwillnotnot bebe-
available

be-
availableavailable after this year .

The program trains AlaskansAlaskans-
toto fill technical jobs in elecelec-elect-
ronics

elec-elecelec-
tronics

-¬-
tronics . About 75 studentsstudents-
areare presently enrolled in thethe-
program

the-
programprogram , and 40 of them wouldwould-
be

would-
bebe caught halfway throughthrough-
their

through-
theirtheir training if the programprogram-
were

program-
werewere cancelled .

AlthoughAlthoughearlyearly classesclasses-
were

classes-
werewere sponsored by the FedFed-Fed-
eral

Fed-
eral

¬-
eral Government , the newernewer-
of

newer-
ofof the two present classesclasses-
and

classes-
and( andandanyany future classes ) paypay-

the
pay-

thethe same fees as any otherother-
U

other-
UU of A students .

About one-fourthonefourthonefourthof-- of .thethe.the.the-
students

the-
studentsstudents are AlaskanAlAlaskan-
Natives

askanaskan-
NativesNatives ; the others are resiresi-resi-
dents

resi-resiresi-
dents

¬--
dents of Alaska or militarymilitary-
dependents

military-
dependentsdependents . They range inin-
age

in-
ageage from 17 to about 35 , andand-
about

and-
aboutabout one-thirdonethird-- are married .

Graduates from the lastlast-
class

last-
classclass obtained jobs withwith-
salaries

with-
salariessalaries ranging from $700700$700-
to

$$700-
toto $11001100$ a month , with $800800$800-
being

$800-
being

$
being the typicaltypicalstartingstartingstarting-
salary

starting-
salarysalary . John Rosa of thethe-
North

the-
NorthNorth Star Borough CommunCommun-Commun-
ity

Commun-
ity

¬--
ity Action AgencyAge cy says tjhattatttiattiat-
the

atat-
thethe average earningearnmg of the inementIlenn

I

before entering the course-
was

coursecourse-
was

course-
waswas about $2,0002000$ , a year .

Rosa calculated that a manman-
would

man-
would

man-
wouldwouldwouldrepayrepay theththegovernmentgovernmentgovernment-
forfor the expense of his edu-
cation

eduedu-edu-
cation

-¬-
cation in three years due toto-
his

to-
hishis increased income taxes .

Other studies have shown ,.

that , except for some who areare-
in

are-
inin military service , almostalmost-
all

almost-
allallallofof the

'-graduates
g-

raduates
' graduates are stillstill-

in
still-

inin Alaska.. . .
The Electronics TechTech-Tech-

nology
Tech-

nology
¬--

nology program was started-
by

startedstarted-
byby the Federal Government in
19631963underunder the ManpowerManpower-
Development

Manpower-
DevelopmentDevelopment Training Act..
Over $1.51.515$.. million was inin-inin-
vested

in-
vested

-¬-
vested ininequipmentequipment .

Foye Gentry 9,9headhead of thethe-
program

the-
programprogram , said it had beenbeen-
established

been-
establishedestablished because therethere-thereis'- isis-
an

is-
anan extreme shortage ofofsuchsuchsuch-
technicians

such-
technicianstechnicians nationwide , andand-
that

and-
thatthat the problem is especiallyeSpespecially-
severe

c allyally-
severesevere in AlaskaAl aska .

He said Alaskan firms areare-
now

are-
nownow hiring technicians fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe Lower 48 for jobs inin-
AI

in-
AlaskaAlaskaAIaskAI askaskaa , and that many of-
these

ofof-
thesethese people stayed for onlyonly-
aa few years . He continuedcontinued-
that

continued-
thatthat trainingtrainitrainingg Alaskansjlaskans notnot-
only

not-
onlyonly reduced the employer's-
turnover

employer'semployersemployer's-
turnover

'
turnover problempro lem , but kept-
their

keptkept-
theirtheir payrollpayroll in the state .

Gentry said the mainmaincomcom-
plaint

comcom-com-
plaint

-¬-
plaint from employers waswas-
that

was-
that

was-
that

" '-

wasn't
w-

asnt
'-

wasn'tlarge
'

that the program wasn'twasnt'
largewasn'tlargeenoughenoughthereenough-thereenoughthere-therethere=--there are

_
sevsev-sev-

eral
sewsew-

era
¬-

eralera! jobs available for eacheach-
graduate

each-
graduategraduate .

President WoodWoodsaidsaid thethe-
program

the-
programprogram was a "veryvery" valuablevaluable-
course

valuable-
coursecourse for the state in an-
era

anan-
eraera in whichwhich there is a greatgreat-
need

great-
needneed ." He added that it put-
people

putput-
peoplepeople on a well-payingwellpaying- jobjob-
at

job-
atat an early date andandreducedand.reduced-reducedreduced.reduced-. .reduced-
the

reduced-
thethe need to import talent into-
the

intointo-
thethe state .

He said the Electronics-
Technician

ElectronicsElectronics-
TechnicianTechnicianTechnicianprogramprogram andandotherotherother-
University

other-
UniversityUniversity activities hadhad-
created

had-
createdspecializedcreatedcreatedaa "poolpool"poolof*"*pool of specialspecial-special-
ized

¬-
ized scientific and technicaltechnitechnical-
talent

alal-
talenttalent in Fairbanks which isis-
very

is-
veryvery important-oneimportantone--; of thethe-
most

the-
mostmost important assetsassetsthethe-the-the-
statestate ever had ."


