
Guest Editorial -
The d-2d2- controversy :

truthtruthoror rhetoric ?

The Alaska Federation of NativesNallves have faced many major issues inin-

the

ii-

the
n

the pastfast anddnd we will be forced to face many moiemUlemute in the future . TheThe-

major

ThTh-

major

e

major issue facingfacmg us at the present ,. however , is the issue of d-2d2- andand-

tis
anan-

its

d

itstis consequences . This one is as important as the Alaska Native ClaCla-Cla-

Ims

Cla-

tins

¬-

imstins Settlement Act itselfitselfandand should be viewed inm that lighthght..

Our elected leaders have allalll1lademade many statements , both pro andand-

con
anan-

con
d

con inm regard to10 the need for legislativeleglslattve remedy .. The issue of d-2d2- hashas-

produced
haha-

produced
s

produced another issue of major significance ; thellIpthjellIpissueissue of'believ-of'believofbelievobeliev-obelievof'believ-
ability

obelieva-
blhty

of'believ-
ability

(' -

abilityablhty jndandandcredibilitycredibility . If all of the statements we heard were truetrue-

then
,

then allallofof thoseIhose we have heard would be liars . We are in a quandryquandry-
as

quandquand-
as

ry
as to who to believe and who to trust in our movement toward anotanot-anot-

her
anot-

tier
¬-

hertier try at Congress . Obviously , not allallofallofourofourof our,, leaders are liars , nornor-
all

nono-
all

r

allallofofofourour liars leaders , fortunately . But , it has become increasinglyincreasingly-
dlff

increasingly-
difficultdifficultdlff cull to ascertainascertam who one can put one'sones' faith With , withoutwithouwithout-
fearing

withou-
fearing

t

fearing derisiondenslOn or loss of credibility .

Governor Hammond asked that we rally around our AlaskanAlaskaAlaskan-

nag
Alaska-

Flag
n

TlagnagFlag No one could feelfeelotherwIseotherwise , unless they preferred living elseelse-else-

where
else-

where
¬-

where HutIJutBut , itII will be difficultdlff cull to get anyone to rally around anyany-any-

thillg
any-

thing
¬-

thingthillg ,. includingIIIdudmgIIIdudmgourincludingourour flagnag , unless we do something extraordinaryeXlraordmaryeXlraordmary-
that

extraordinary-
thatthat bringshrlngs usu all togetherlogether These comments are writtenwrit n inm the hopehope-

that
hophop-

that
e

that suggestionsugge llOns in regards to an outreach mechanismmechaOlsm , can be elicielicl-eliclelici-elicl-

led
elici-

ted
¬-

tedled and from them one chosen that will act as a catalyst and meldmeld-

our
meld-

ourour oft tunestImesunies tangentialtangenllaltangenllalresourcestangentialresourcesresources .

There is a great need to get allallofofofourour representatives of differingdiffering-
views

differindifferin-
views

g

views ,. together , to begin understandingunderstandmg and learning from one anotanot-anot-
her

anot-
her

¬-

her... The reason thatthai so many different positions are taken and backback-back-

ed
¬.-

ed unquestioningly , is that very few of the principals who representrepresent-
those

represenrepresen-
those

t

those views , have satsal and listened to the reasoning of the "opposiopposi"opposi-"opposi-
tion

" ¬.-

tiontlon " It is not altogether their own fault.. Those who have the greatgreat-great-

est
great-

est

¬-

est stake inm the outcome of the d-2d2- resolution , have not taken chargechargcharge-

and
charg-

and
e

and played the leadleadrolerole as they could and should have done . It isis-

lime
ii-

time
s

timelime that the State of Alaska meets with the other major landholderslandholderlandholders-
and

landholder-
and

s

and those ofofotherother interests and develops a plan of action to changechangchange-
the

chang-
the

e
et

the apathy and distrust that presently permeates our populace . ItIt-

won't

II-

won't

t

won- 'two- ntwon- 'two- ntwon- 'two- nt' be easy , and this suggestion as to one way it might be done isis-

hopefully

ii-

hopefully
s

hopefully only one of many .

An invitationvilatlonI should be sent to allallsignificantsignificantsignificanl factions who havehave-

demonslraled
havhav-

demonstrated
e

demonstrateddemonslraled a sinceresmcere interest in the future use of Alaska'sAlaskas' landslands-

A
.

A workingworklOg conference should be convened with the goal clearlyclearly-

known
clearly-

knownknown to be the development of a compromise position that thethe-

majority
thth-

majority
e

majority of Alaskans can support .. All participants would knowknow-

without
know-

withoutwithout question , thatthai no one would be able to10 salvage all that theythey-

desired
they-

desireddesired in10 the final compromise position . Because many from thethe-

National
thth-

National
e

National level have never heard the reasoning put forth by those whowho-

live

whwh-

live
o

live on and offoffofof the land , it would be an opportunityopportunily to have themthem-

sense
thethe-

sense
m

sense the realitiesreahtlcs of what living with the landlandreallyreally means . It wouldwould-
give

woulwoul-

give

d
give those fromfront the NationalNaJional level an opportunity to explain whywhy-

they
whwh-

they
y

they back the positionposllion they have taken . No representative has anyany-

greater
anan-

greater
y

greater feelings or knowledge of the feelings of thejrtheir constituencyconstituency-
than

constituency-
thanthan the other and ititwouldwould soon become clear that omnipotenceomnipot nce isis-

not
ii-

not
s

not within the grasp of eithereHher.. If truthtruthwaswas what the ultimate decideci-deci-

sion
deci-

sion
¬-

sion was to be basedlasedlasedonbasedon? on , then all could realize true compromise andand-

real
anan-

real

d

. real benefit , withoutwithout sacrifice . For truth is the most powerful weawea-wea-

pon
wea-

pon
¬-

pon Alaskans have in111 this d-2d2- battle , and ififwewe do not utilize it , itit-

will

ii-

will

t

willwillnevernever be heard . And , the onjyonly, way we can assure that it willw bebe-

heard
bb-

heard
e

heard is to10 place everyone before everyone else , on satellitesat l1ite or locallocalt-

elevlslOll
local-

televisiontelevisiontelevlslOll coverage and give them an opportunity to sell their ideaidea-

See

.

(See THE D-2D2- , hgePage Ten )
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