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Millie Buck left((left ) and Molly BillumBiUum workworkatat translating Ahtna legends as told by John Billum ofof-

Chitina

of-

ChitinaChitina .

Ass told bybr: John Billum -
LegendsLe ends of the Ahtna people

The following legendslegends-
were

legends-
werewere told by John BillumBi//umBium/ ,

of Chitina , in his nativenative-
A

native-
AAthabascanthabascanA language . TheyThey-
were

They-
werewere written down by MolMol-Mol-
ly

Mol-
ly

¬-

ly Billum , and edited byby-

Millie
by-

MillieMillie Buck , the director ofof-
the

of-
thethe Copper Basin'sBasins' schoolschool-
bilingual

school-
bilingualbilingual program .,

RabbitRabbitO-

nceOnce upon a time , therethere-

was
there-

waswas a village . People used toto-

live
to-

livelive there . One of the menmen-

went
men-

wentwent out to hunt.. He hunthunt-hunt-
ed

hunt-
ed

¬-

ed all day and it startedstarted-
g

started-
gettinggettingg tting dark , so he made aa-

place
a-

placeplace under a tree to sleepsleep-

for
sleep-

forfor the night.. He lay downdown-
and

down-
andand fell fast asleep . He waswas-
gone

was-
gonegone for several days so

some of the people wentwent-

out
went-

outout looking for him . TheyThey-

found
They-

foundfound him under a tree withwith-
aa pin hole mark in the midmid-mid-

dle
mid-

dle
¬-

dle of his throat..

Another man went outout-

hunting
out-

huntinghunting . Again , he did notnot-

return
not-

returnreturn . The people becamebecame-
afraid

became-
afraidafraid . TheyTIley did not wantwant-

to
want-

toto go out and hunt for him .

They did not know what toto-

do
to-

dodo . When the people did gogo-

hunting
go-

huntinghunting , they only wentwent-

during
went-

duringduring the day and returnedreturned-
before

returned-
beforebefore dark . Their meatmeat-

supply
meat-

supplysupply was getting prettypretty-
low

pretty-
lowlow and the people werewere-

getting
were-

gettinggetting very hungry .

CiHCHiCiii HwyaaFlwyaa came along .

Helie was a man who couldcould-

solve
could-

solvesolve problems . Helie was aa-

very
a-

veryvery smart man and an exex-exex-

plorer
ex-

plorer
¬-

plorer.. The people told him

all that had happened . HelIelIe-

sat
lie-

satsat there thinking , then hehe-

said
he-

saidsaid , "LetLet" me go out andand-

tind
and-

findfindtind out what is doing allall-

of
all-

ofof this ! " The people replrepl-repl-

Ied

repl-

ied
¬-

ied , "NoNo" , you had betterbetter-
not

better-
notnot..

" "NoNo" , " he said , "II"I-

think
"I-

think

"

think I will go out firsttirsttirst-

thing
first-

thingthing in the morning . " SoSo-

he
So-

hehe did .

He hunted all day andand-

that
and-

thatthat evening he made camp .

CitfCiit Hwyaa gathered flatflat-

rocks
flat-

rocksrocks and put them on hishis-

chest

his-

chestchest and right up to hishis-

throat
his-

throatthroat Hefie layed underneathunderneath-
the

underneath-
thethe tree but he did not gogo-

to
go-

toto sleep . He had his eyeseyes-

closed
eyes-

closedclosed . It was past midnightmidOightmidOight-

when
midnight-

whenwhen he heard a thumpingthumping-
sound

thumping-
soundsound . HelieIle looked throughthrough-
his

through-
hishis eyelids and it was a RabRab-Rab-

bit
Rab-

bit
¬-

bit.. It came near him , then

it jumped on his legs andand-

then
and-

thenthen up to his chest andand-

right
and-

rightright up to his throat.. TheThe-

rabbit
The-

rabbitrabbit leaped high up in thethe-

air
the-

airair . When he came downclown hehe-

landed
he-

landedlanded right on the rockrock-

TIle
rock-

TheTheTIle rabbit started screamscream-scream-

ing
scream-

ing

¬-

ing and ran out into thethe-

woods
the-

woodswoods . TheTIle rabbit had aa-

straight
a-

straightstraight , sharp , pointed tailtalltall-

When
tail-

WhenWhen it landed on the rock ,

its tail hit the rock and itIt-

got
it-

gotgot bent..

CirlC1Ctili HwyaaIIwyaaIlwyaa went backbadhack, to

Owl Family
Once upon a time , therethere-

was
there-

waswas a family ofofowlsowls ThereThere-

was
There-

waswas the father , mother andand-

their
and-

theirtheir children . Father owlowl-

went
owl-

wentwent hunting every dayday-

There
day-

ThereThere was not enough foodfood-

fOf

food-

forforfOf suchsuchaa large familyfamily-

One

family-

OneOne daylay( , father owl wentwenwent-

out
tt-

outout huntinghuntmg for a rabbitrabbit-

Soon
rabbit-

SoonSoon he spotted a<,i rabbitrabbIt-

eating
rabbit-

eatingeating willows on an islandisland-

Father
)

Father owl swooped downdourdOW/1dOW1dOW1-

on
dour-

on
/

on the rabbit and grabbedgrabbed-
itit by the neck and whileW/lIleWlIleWlIle-

father
while-

father
/

father owl was hanginghanglllg onon-

to
on-

toto the rabbit , the rabbitrabbit-

began
rabbit-

beganbegan runningrunOing through thethe-

wood
the-

woodswoodswood!> with himhun Fatherf'atherf'ather-
owl's

Father-
owl's

'

owl'sowls'' head wasWI, banginghlngmghanging, ag"g-"ggag-ag"g-

ainst
ag-

ainst
" ¬-

ainst treestrce and stumps!> tUl1lp !> FatIat1lt-1lt1lt-

her
I ' at-atat-

her
, ¬-

her own begunbegan yellingycllmg torIOfIO-

fmother
tor-

mothermother owluwl 'TheThe"rherhe"The'" rabbitrlbblt, isIis-

takingtaking me into111 to the brushhfll\hhfllh\ ItIt-

is

It-

isis runningrunnmg away with me ".,
Mother owl yelled backhack ,

"LetLet" it go , Let it go " FathFath-Fath-

er
Fath-

er
¬-

er owl yelled back , "II" 1 willwill-

not
will-

notnot let it go " So the rabbitrabbit-

kept
rabbit-

keptkept runningmnlllng with the owl

the people andamI told themthem-

what
them-

whatwhat had happened HelieHe-

said
lie-

saidsaid , "II" don'tdont' thinkthmk you willwill-

have
will-

havehave any more problemsprobkm .
"

From then on , everythingeverythmgeverythmg-
was

everything-
waswas finetine People huntedhuntedahuntedasasa\aa-

they
as-

they
\

they wanted It never haphIP-hIPhap-hIP-
pened

hap-

pened
, ¬-

pened again .

CutCllt( '-

ill
i- ll' HwyaaIIwyaaIlwyaa was a, I smartmlrtSmart-

man

,>mlrt-
man

,

man . HeIll' never overlookedoverlooked-
anythll1g

overlooked-
anythinganythinganythll1g . This is1 <' why hehe-

was
he-

waswas called C'irfCirfCllt( '-

iii
i- ii' HvyaaIIliv\' yaa andlIldand-

that
,lIld-

th"tthatth"ttht" is how thetheIbbllribbit/IbbllIbbllr/ ihhit gotgot-

1m
got-

hishis1m curved tailLIII

hanging onto him111111 I1ltl1L'r1ltl1LrIither1ltl1L'r-

owl
atherither, ither-

owl 'owl got hishl rabbitrlbhltrahhitrabbit-

Father

rahhit-

Father

,

Fatherf-atherfather- owl'sowlsowl\owlowlIHnIly'\' familyIHnIly, was1,1\1,1111,1-

very
was-

very '. , \
very husyhll\YhllYbusy\ preparingprcpmnprepanng, !, toto-

move
to-

movemove to aI, newilLnt. IVw campLunp, I heyicyhey-

moved
icy-

movedmoved to the placepl"ceplce" wherewhnewhne-
Llthn

where-

fatherLlthnfather owl kIlled the rlhhltrabbitrlhhlt-
It

rabbit-
It

,

ItItwwasw , a, I very happyhtpPY, andll1dande, e\e\e-

citing
eu-

tll1g
e-

citing
\

citingutll1g tunetimetll ie for allallofof themthcl1Ithcl1I-

All
them-

All
I-

tAll thisthi ,> time1111 C father owl wasWIwas-

busy
, ,>

busybll '> y guttinggll ttlng andJnd skinningsklllnlllgsklllnlllg-

the
skinning-

thethe rabbit Father"atherather" Owl didliddid-

not
( lid-

notnot wastewa.tewate. anythinganythlllg fromfrom-

the
from-

tilethetile rabbit HeIllfie' barbecuedbarbecued-
everythll1g

barbecued-
everythingeverythingeverythll1g Therhe childrenclllldrcnclllldrcn-
were

children-
werewere very hungry ,. soo fatherfather-
owl

father-
owlowl gave eachell-hellhellhofeachof, - ofof1mhis1m childchIld-chIld-

rcn
child-

ren
¬-

renrcn a pieceplL'LeplLLe' of rabbitrlbblt, anilandand-

ther

an-
dthethe
thertherItthe* ate,It I.' andlilt, ! ateIte, Theyrhey all,111111,11-

1hal

all-

had
,

hailhalhad a goodgoodtimetimet 1111l'time Father, . "therther" owlowl-

WI

owl-
waswasWI, '> so'> 0 pioiulproud1)10(1(111011) ( ( HeIleI k turned toto-

mother
to-

mothermotheimother owlowluHIOwlandanduHIandsaid, said"lidlid" ,. "YouYou"YollYoll"Yoll-
told

"You-
told

"
told me to letkt go otojof the rabrab-rab-

bit
rab-

bit
¬-

bit NowNO\\NONossNOlook\\ looklook.Itlookatat.ItIt. the childchild-child-
ren

child-
ren

¬-

ren LooklookItLookat.ititat.,It theirthelf mouthsmouthmouths-
I

,
I hey all,III havehlve, piecespteLl ' otof rabr.lb-r.lbrab-rabr.lb-

bit
rab-

bit
. ¬-

bit on them andlIId, they areare-

enjoying

,Ifl '
enjoyingenJOYUlg it " SoLoSi) , everyoneeveryone-
had

everyone-
hadhad enouenoughh to tcat' , \ t


