RurAL CAP concludes ene

On Janunry 9 & 10, the first
of three citizens participation”
workshops on bush energy prob-
lems was conducted by the Rur-
al Alaska Community Action

Program at Circle Hot Springs.
The choice of this geothermal -

(natural steam) site was a sug-
gestive one, since one of the
main objectives of the work-
shops was to “familiarize dele-
gates with alternate energy re-
sources to aid in community

and vlllage energy planning.”

The - most “important . Dbjec-
tive to these energy workshops
was’ to give rural residents a
hearing ear with regards to their
energy problems: *“The problems
of providing electric power and
heat are becominga real concern
all over the nation,” said Sherry
Valentine, RurAL CAP’s energy
director. “Especially here in vil-
lage Alaska, the problem of pro-
viding affordable energy is be-

coming a rpatter of ecH nomlc
supvival.
In, the first workshop, dele

gates fron Arctic Slope, Doyon,

and ‘Ahtna regions representing
interior Alaska seemed very en-
thusiastic  over the stmnlmty
of the problems they discovered
they often share. High cost of
fuel, lack of bulk storage capa-
city, poor housing design and in-
sulation, the high cost of trans-
portation, and the fact that

many villages do not yet have

electricity, were ‘all listed 'as

very real problems . currently
facing rural people. i
Surprisingly, ' the ' problems
listed. above were basically  id-
entical ‘to the ones unearthed at

" the workshops held in" Bethel

on January 17 & 18, and Cor-
dova January 24 & 25. And an
interest in alternative energy,
specifically .wind and water
power, remained a common de-
nominator in" each and every
workshop.

As a resolution, the Circle
Hot Springs group gave their
support to RurAL CAP’s ef-
forts towards bush energy prob-
lems, especially in the form of
these workshops.

In another resolution,  the
group urged \Govemor Ham-
mond not to require a “‘one win-
dow”  approach of all state
agencies in dealing with the
Northwest Alaskan Natural Gas

line! before at lenst oné pub-
allow for

l’i
lic hearln ‘is held, to

mendatlor\

Pipeline Coordinators Off ce has

limited expenence in’ dealing
with rural Alaska: communities,
in contrast’ to other longestab-
lished agencies that would, none-
theless, be required to work
through the SPCO.

All the information RurAL
CAP. obtained  through - these
workshops will be  channeled
into the Citizens- Participation
Conference scheduled to be held
in Juneau during the first week
in March. From that conferen-
ce, it is hoped that solid solu-
tions to the often critical energy ,
problems plaguing rural Alaskans
will be arrived at. Says Ms. Va-
lentine, “we hope the new ideas
generated will become the foun-
dation 'of new. energy policies
and legislation for Alaska.”



