A Position Paper—

~ Native Land Clalms

(EDITOR’S NOTE: Wendell P, Kay, state. leglslator who ls,
now running as a candidate for U.S. Senate, has written what we
believe to be a sincere and direct position paper on the Alaska
native land claims.)

It is a trajedy that the’ questxon of the Native Land
Claims is not apprecxated by most Alaskans.

Too often prejudice, invective and misinformation have ;
replaced fair consideration of the claims of the Native
peo I¢; their very: solid legal case, and its implications.

‘ ’I%e fact is that the Native People of Alaska have a|
rock-solld claim to much of the lands of our state. This |
was established by. the Federal Field Committee, and has

_ recently been confirmed both by the Interior and Insular

AFfairs Committee of the United States Senate and by the

! United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit.

Briefly, the Native claim is based on “Indian title,”
which means use'and occupancy of land over many years
~ for hunting, travel, fishing and living. Because the Alaska

Natives’ “Indian tltle” has never been extinguished: by

Congress, it is superior to. anyone -else’s, ‘including ‘the

State of Alaska. Thus, any lands the state may choose to

select or have selected could be liable to Native claims..

But the Natives to their great credit and wisdom, have
not chosen to contest their claims in court. Rather, they
have taken their. case to Congress. ' ‘And, in exchange for

. relinquishing their claimto Alaska lands, they ask only

- for forty million acres of land, a cash settlement now of
five hundred ‘million dollars, revenue sharing from the
mineral wealth of the lands subject to Natives’ claim, and -
.;;leglgnal Natwe corporatlons to admmlster the settlernent

s. 3
" Most of the pames concemed ee on much of theNa-
tive proposal. The chief area ofdi eementls over the -
amount of land involved.

- The Native’s proposal would allow some continued use
‘of land to the Eeople who have known and loved it so
well for many thousands of years. At the same time; fol-
lowmg Native selection of even forty million acres, Ala-
ska would ;t:llLbe left thh an area of State lands three
and one-half times grutel’ than the size of the entu'e

 state of California. ‘ ‘

But the Senate Interior Comnuttee s ndmg bnll fails
to this. We cannot ignore the E that the Na-
tives are giving up valid legal rights to most of the state.

For my part, I would only support a bill which pro- -

i fairer land base for Native use.. The present legu-

- lature limply does not do énougll in their regud el

1 continue to support the effort to adequa

__;{pcnute the Native people of Alaska for | aken a

‘the :qlmquuhment of their claims through dlrect federal
and through sharing with the state and federal
at the mmeral revenue ﬁ-om our vm land re-




