. northern Alaska area. Dinah is lnspecting a baleen basket

. *Thomas, will be collacting objects currently used by Alaska natives

but:which will be of historic:value in the future Dlnah will be as-

sisted by Pat F itzgerard on:the co!lectlon tour this’ summer in the

used y. Alaskan natives today.
.will be. hxstory and largely unob-
_ tainable;,

UA' MUSEUM TO COLLECT~Curator of Ethnology Mvrs Dlnah'

chum Ind Mm;

ln 50 years mateﬂal ObJECts i

: Therefore, the Umvemty of

Alaska i beginning now to col:
- lect objects currently used by the
7 natives and to gather information

on how the culture has evolved i

. toits present state. .

Five: teams will' be gc;mg to

various. parts  of ‘the state  this
- 'summer and vmtmg some: of the
5 _‘vnllages there,

. Curator of ethnology at the

"-museum, Mrs.: Dinah Thomas: -

will be going to’ the NorthernEs-, .|
kimo villages assisted by Pat Fitz- -

. gerald, Other areas to be visited

are: Southwestern and southeast-"
em Alaska, the Interior, and the
Aleutian Islands. .

. “The 'Alaskan. Native peop]es
haye always shown great skill and -

‘ingenuity 'in adapting Western

goads to their own uses and sur-
roundings and often have com-
bined''the new: with the old to -
form an even. better object, Mrs. -
Thomas said. -

For example, she contmed
the: Eskimos on_the Bering Sea
still hunt whales with' harpoons

‘but instead’ of ‘a point made out

of bone, many now use steel

/- points.

‘Other examples are skin scrap-’

-ers made ‘out of gun barrels, wo-

ven  bags made out' of plastic
rope rather than grass, fish lures
made "out: of (parts . of tooth
brushes; and sewing done with

“dental floss instead of sinew.

The museum hopes to collect
many of these objects and record’

‘their use this’ summer. - It also

wants to find out what traditions

 and old-time objects are stlll used

today in the vill : )
“We' will be mterested in ob-
jects the natives have taken from
western_ culture and adapted to.
then' own use," Mrs Thomas

‘“)e are interested in modem

: clothmg, what they are wearing;

and why.
"Why do older people wear

. mukluks and younger ones boots?”

“We want to' find out what

' the ‘people_ think about techno-
- logy, which parts of it they con-
sider good, and why,” she added.

' A lot of 'the information will

“be’ incorporated  into’ exhibits

which will probably not be-com-
pleted for - a couple of yem
Mrs, Thomas said.::

‘Funded by the National En-

'-dowment for the Humanities,

‘the summer Collection _project .

- will ultimately attempt to docu-
- 'ment the changes in material cul-

ture and to illustrate the use of -
new - materials’ in. traditional
forms,: the use of new objects in
traditional methods, and the use
of traditional materials in devel-

ing new: approaches to tradl-
nal tasks.

lnaneffort to. mcmtheur—
ban mmsundershndmg of 'the
rural culture and to give the na-
hvcnewin:ightmtohinownway

-of life, the museum will attempt -

~toreach people not only throu;
museum exhibits at the' umves;‘-

sity. but also’ through travel
exhibits, special pmgums, l?rno»-a

N




