' S«E.GukbmtoBeClwdaed—

- Hearing Probléms'

Ben Hall,  Commissionér of
Health and. Welfare, announced
last week that ‘*‘All Southeast
Alaska: childrenmay ‘now_ have

professional examinations for the '

detection of heanng ptoblems

/'Children ' requiririg examina-

~tions- will be- referred by -their
phiysicians' for a check-up: with

new testing devices at Mt. Edge-

- cumbe Hospital.” . :
i The Department of Heath
: and Welfare and the Easter Seal
Society for Alaska Crip C(g‘led Chil-
*‘dren and  Adults (ACCA) have
.cooperatively. purchased and in-
stalled specml ‘hedring-testing e-
quipment in the Alaska Native

Service Hospital at’Mt. Edge-.

cumbe. .

This is the mxtlal step in creat-
ing. a: hearing-testing unit for
Southeastern: - Alaskan _children
_'needmg testmg Ay

Until thls equxpment was in-..
stalled;. children - in. Southeast
Aldska traveled to Anchorage or
‘Seattle for clinical hearing tests.

. Margaret Wood, Speech’
and Heanng Specialist: for the
Department of ‘Health and Wel- -
fare, ‘explained that" the- equip-
ment makes sophisticated tests, '
likened to, an, x-ray of the ear;
showing . physicians " the 'source
and degree of a hearing loss be-
fore treatment.

Children ' as young as a few
months of age may be tested.

Commissioner Hall and Don-

“ald K. Freedman, M.D., MP.H,,

‘Director of the Department’s Di-
vision of Public Health, lauded
the efforts of the Easter Seal So-
ciety (ACCA) for teamwork with. -
the State and Federal agencies to’
provide the much needed equxp-‘

i ment ;




