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We can’t turn our backs on China

To theudlmr

The recent dumnstrm:u in China
and the l:nsumg executions should
strike a nerve in every American.
After all, our own democracy is the
result of those dissenters whu were
courageous enough to fight for a dif-

ferent and what they deemed to be a

better way of life.

Many died then and many have died
since in their fight for democracy and
in their fight for what they believed
was right.

We Natives of Alaska value life
highly. We have always had to strug-
gle to survive under the most difficult
conditions while isolated in small
groups of le. If we met new peo-
ple, we welcomed them and were glad
to be with them. For us they were dif-
ferent le from outside our group
with whom we m:ldmf talk and ex-
change important information.
Reports stating that up to 3,000 peo-
ple were killed by the army are dif-
ficult to grasp. This would be
equivalent to wiping out the ma—
tion of almost any of the 10r
villages in Alaska.

Although we are far away from
China, thcﬂlgmﬁcam::ofﬁhluﬁ-
pening there is very clns:.
for the United States and

Natives. :’: have always ﬁurqed

I am lppllled by 'lhc brutality of the
attack and h;r the ruthlessness with
which individuals are now being
sm%h:d out for punishment.

vernment must resort to such
c[ra.snc measures to quell freedom of
thought and expression among its peo-
ple, then surely that government can-
not be founded on solid principles and
values.

We cannot afford to turn our backs
on this. I think we should show our
support for those people who are
fighting for what they believe is right.

I urge you to publicly show your

wmw::fftr:fwrumw
e in China whulr:lc-
tually mthcm:dstnft!ul

mmanm and also to all the people in
this who have friends and
relatives in China.

As one of the oldest and largest
democracies in the world, we should
set an and extend our support
to those who are seeking the right to
freedom of expression.

Sincerely,
Samuel S. Demientieff
Fairbanks



