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SirSir :

1I have been a faithfulfaithfulreaderreader ofofyouryour newspaper for some timetime-
and

time-
andand , whilewh i Ie I have not always agreedagreeagreedwithddwithwithwithyouyou , I feltfel t that youyou-
usually

you-
usuallyusually pointedpointedoutout the salient points of those issues ofof-
importance

of-
importanceimportance to the native peoples . WithWithregardregard to one importantimportant-
recent

important-
recentrecent issue , however , you do not seem inclined to comment .

That is , the failure of the House Appropriations Committee toto-
fund

to-
fundfund Senator Bartlett'sBartletts' native housing program despite the ,.

President'sPresidents' inclusion of it in his budget .
'-

el
e-

l
'

The item was eliminatediminated because the House Committee feltfelt-
"plans

felt-
"plans"plansplans" andandstandardsstandards for this program need further refinerefine-refine-
ment

refine-
ment

-¬-

ment . ... "
That reason that this all-importantallimportant- program wasas not fundedfunded-
isis something to speculate on . Although former AlaskaAlask.a. StateState-
Housing

State-
HousingHousing Authority officials have reported that plans andand-
standards

and-
standardsstandards were almost completed before the HickelHickeladminadminadmin-admin-adminadmin-
istration

admin-
istration

-¬-
istration took power , none were submitted . Therefore , perhapsperhaps-
some

perhaps-
somesome of the fault lies there . 1IInn additioncddition , no state officialofficialwaswaswas-
sufficiently

was-
sufficientlysufficientlysufficientlyconcernedconcernedconcernedaboutabout the bill'sbills' passage to appear inin-

support
in-

supportsupport of the program at the House hearings ;

On the other hand , we must remember that we.nowenowe .nono. longer havehave-
that

have-
thatthat dedicated Alaskan public servant , Ralph J . Rivers , reprerepre-repre-
senting

repre-
senting

-¬-
senting us in the House where his seniority , experience inin-

congress
in-

congresscongress , position in the majority partypartyandand devotion to dutyduty-
continued

duty-
continued

duty-
continued(continuedcontinuedonon page 6)6)
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)helped
2-

)helped
2-

)helped
)

helped passpas s Alaskan legislationlegi slation duringduri ng hishi s time in office .

Rather we have a freshman member of the minority party,

inexperienced in congress , who diddidnotnot even appear in supportsupport-
of

support-
ofof the billbiIbibillat\II\Iatat the House Committee hearingshea '-ngsn- gs' . PossiblyPossibly-PosPossibly-
Congressman

sibly-siblysibly-
Congressman

-
Congressman Pollock'sPollocks' failure to get this biMbi passed by thethe-
House

the-
HouseHouse and his similar failure to get House approvalao provalprovalofof fundingfunding-
ofof the mortgage reliefreliefactact may have been cousconscouse d by one of hishihis-
frequent

ss-
frequentfrequent absences from Washington on speaking engagementsengagements-
around

engagements-
aroundaround the country . ., However , II tend to agree withwithothersothers whowho-
feel

who-
feelfeel that it doesn'tdoesnt' seem to make much difference whether hehe-
is

he-
isis in Washington or not .

Yours truly ,

Russel L. Brown


