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by Jeffrey R . RichardsonRichardson-
Staff

Richardson-
StaffStaff WriterWriter-

"Basically

Writer-

"Basically""BasicallyBasically , it'sits'' all in ', thethe-

courts
the-

courtscourts right now .."" This was howpowpow-

Gus
rowrow-

GusGus Sorensen , from the ':'AnAnAn-

chorage
An-

chorage
An-An¬-

chorage District ''officeoffice''officeof-'-ofofof ', thethe-

Bureau
the-

BureauBureau of Land Management de ¬.

scribed the issue ofofeasements'-'easementseasements-easements'easements-
across

easements-
acrossacross Native lands . .

\

Speaking at a planningplnningpl nning semi-

nar
semi-

nar
semisemi-¬-

nar iniri Cordova , Sorensen andand-

Native
andl1dl1d-

Native
,
Native Laison officer ULljjydUyd?,ydyd-

Sutton
.

SuttonSutton had few encouragingencoura&ingencouraingencouraprngencoura&ing-
words

encouraprng-
words

&

words ffo'rfor'r representatives of thethe-

five

the-

fivefive Chugach ' villages EVakEyak ,

Tatitlek , Port Graham '
, English-

Bay
English-

Bay
English

Bay ," and Chenega ,
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.EE.semEasementsntsnts-

center
Easementscenter
center of .

controversycontroersy.,
controversyContinued

(Continued from Page l1)11-

)Sorensen

)

Sorensen and Sutton fieldedfielded-

hard
fielded-

hardhard questioning and some cricri-

ticism
cri-

ticism
cri-cri¬-

ticism for BLM'sBLMs' easementeasement-
policies

easement-
policiespolicies .

Many ''peoplepeople expressed CQ-
ncern

con-

cern
conCQn-CQncon-¬-

cern over trespass problems thatthat-

may
that-

maymay arise {fromfrontrom easements . ReRe-

presentatives
Re-

presentatives
Re-Re¬- . , .

presentatives of Port GrGrahamGraham-

suggested
hamhams-

uggestedsuggested that deciding who" ''isisisis-

to
is-

toto blame for death or injuryinjury-

that
injury-

thatthat occurs within an easementeasement-
isis a problem they may ffacece inin-

their
in-

theirtheir area .

Another problem is that BLMBLM-

does
BLM-

doesdoes not make on-SiteonSite- Inspec-

tions
inspecinspeInspec-¬-

tions of easement proposals toto-

determine
to-

determinedetermine if a.a. trail , road or aa-

site
a-

sitesite is actuallyactualIy being used ., InIn-

the
In-

thethe case of trails , BLM has rere-

lied
re-re¬.-

lied on villagers ' testimony .

However , one Eyak man , BiU'Barne-

s

BillBiUBill-

Barnes
''-

Barnes
B-

arnesBarnes , complainedmplainedjmplainedj"They, ""TheyThey"They-
don't

"They-
don'tdon'tdont' take our word for it whenwhen-

w
when-

wewwe tell them ."
HeHe-HeHesaidHe-saidHesaid"-"-

said
s-

aidsaid aa lotlotot of the easementseasements-
proposed

easements-
proposedproposed forfor'therfortherforthe,

;,''thethe' Eyakyak
'

,
selectionselection-

were
selection-

werewerewere ahanimalnal trtrails/trailstrails"Ails /.: ""AAuA lI6tt 0o- 'fo-fofof-

these

''(
,

these trails ''- were
w- ere'-

were
w- ere'-

were
w- ere only used byby-

a

,

a bear a'ndand'nd a rabbit.." He added =\,

that ininOne\lone\OneOne area they had fourfour-

or

\

or fivfive(, easementsasements going .,.tototo oneone-

lake
,

-

lake .
i
I
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l
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InIn sPispitespite'ofspiteofe ''- of
o-fof Eyak'sEyaks' objections ,.

the Land Usethe Planning Commis-
sion

Commis-
sion

CommisCommis-¬-

sion hahashashasrecommendedrecommended thatthat-
most

'
:

most of ',the'the easements be ...leftleft.lef-
tintact

left-
intactintact.. I!

,
\

Sutton ,.
acknowledgedacknow1edged that .

BLM had ., bebeenn inconsistentconsistent inin-

developing
in-

developing inI I

developing easement policy and ss-

saidsaid it was the responsibilityresponsibility-
ofof those agencies of parties rere-

questing
re-

questing
re-re¬-

questing easements toIq prove thatthat-
they

that-
theythey are necessary .

''

However , the ananjti-easementanjtieasementanti-easementantii-easementieasementieasementf-
eeling

--
feelingantieasementfeelingseems to run deeper., thanthan-
legal

than-
legallegal technicalities . One listenerlistener-
pointed

listener-
pointedpointed outout that eveneven whenwhen-
Natives

when-
NativesNatives get title to what is sup-
posed

sup-
posed

supsup-supI¬-
I

posed to be their landlaqdlaird, , ""some-
body's

"some-

body's
"somesome"some- ¬-

'

body'sbodysbody'sbodys' still got jurisdiction cwovprn-novpr-

US
ovprI- I

" ,US . ' <
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