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The recent upsurge of the claims activities in Alaska
will, of course, enter the picture. This effort for solution
to lond problems hosdimmedthe glare of the eardier land
bills introduced in Congress designed for courts ond
litigation with o new wprooch thet would aveid such







efforts of the State, the Department of the Interior and
the Govemor’s Native Lond Cloims Task Force Comm-
ittee based on the suggestion by Interior Secretary
Stewart Udall that the monetdary porfion d the land
claims solution be awarded by sharing the income of
the United Stotes from the Quter Continental Shelf oil
ond gas leases and the native people. The idea has
met with mutual concurrences of the parties concemed
and this might couse the juggling of the earlier lond.
bills. and perhaps, couse them to fall by the wayside.

If such an eventudity occurs, it should be the un-
divided duty of all concemed to sell the new bill 1o the
Senate Committee on Interior and lnsulor Affairs end o
its oble ond estimable chaiman, Senator Henry M.
Jockson of the State of 'm

One of the big MUSTS in the selling job will lim |
to be the proposal to share the Outer Continental Shelf
oil ond gas monies with thenative people and which is,
in fact, the cenfrol ‘ond main meat of the bill. There
- looms ' @ ‘definite possibility thet this might be o hard
nut to sell. In the background lies the Bureau of the
Budget that is known to | ok with disfavor eny proposel
to use the shelf roydlties for special purposes ond for

this reason, legislative efforts along this line have gone
nowhere.

The shelf money idea of the bill, of course, is meant
to expedite early relief of abject poverty so common
among the native people of Alaska. Other dtematives,
which will surely be sought if the above idea fails, such
as the procedure through the Court of Claims, will be
‘time ¢onsuming and which can Tast for many yedrs and
olong with it, the prolongation of the misery among the
native . people.

 There is another reason for the ldiinthb. i Con-
gress fails to act on the compromise bill, the cooperat-
ive spirit that has been established between the native
people, the State, and the Interior Depariment can fall
mort at the seoms and along with it, dim the prospects
for lond settliement in the foreseeable future. Progress
that has been gained, painfully ot best, can be last. It
~could hurt the native people o great dedl.
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