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EasementEase'men-Ease'menEasemenEase'menpolicy' '-, policy questquestonequestioned/oneone/
I+ by NafiveNative leadersleadersAn-

other
'

Another provision of the Alaska .NativeNative., NativNative ClaimsClaims-

Settlement

'

Settlement Act has come under attack by the NativeNative-

Community
Native-

CommunityCommunity and thist is time the dispute concerns the InteriorlnteriotInteriotlnteriot-
Department

Interiot-
DepartmentDepartment and their policy withwithwitheasementseasements .

Five regional corporations established under thetne Act and '

the Alaska Federation of Natives are suing the DepartmentDepartment-
ofof the InteriorInte 'iorior' for improperimproper procedurespro edures that exceeded thethe-

authority
the-

authorityAuthority: of Interior Secretary Thomas KleppeKI ppe in issuingissuing-

plans

issuing-

plansplans for 'floatingfloating' ' easements. across 'NativeNative'
Native landslands . TheThe-

corporations
The-

corporationscorporations are Chugach NativesNativrs , IncInc'lInclInc'lDoyon.' , Doyon Ltd . , CookCook-

Inlet
Cook-

InletInlet Region Inc . ,. Koniag Corp ,. ird3rd'iNiN' :! NANA regional NativeNative-

corporation
Native-

corporationcorporation .

.. Although the Native ClaimsClaimsrtVt-rtrtArt"- does give the authorityauthority-
toto reserve easements across Na.iveNaiveNive,(:"':. lands for transportingtransporting-
resources

transporting-
resourcesresourcesresources ,. recreational access ,. ardand certain other uses ,. it doesdoes-

not
does-

notnot allow for what the secretaryse.r--taryse.rtaryse.rsertarysc-rscr-:;. - tlrY: defines as floatingfloating-
easements

floating-
easementseasements ,. which reserve an area for an easement butbu t do notnot-

delineate
not-

delineatedelineate it .

To many Native leaders iti apppars as though the InteriorInterior-
Department

Interior-
DepartmentDepartment isi taking back landsl ds undefunder' the device ofof-

easements

of-

easementseasements and preventing thetl1e NativeNath'eNathedative' people of Alaska titletitle-

to
title-

toto land thattha t is provided to them by the claims act..
'

The fact that the DepartmentQepartment of the Interior offers nono-

payment
no-

paymentpayment for the confiscated land only makes the injusticeinjustinjustice-
seem

cece-

seem .seem more evident-FurtherevidentFurtherevident.:-Further , it seems althoughas, though the Interior ,'

Department is, using these easement provisions to chipcqip awayaway-

at
away-

atat the land rights'-ghtsg-

hts''-ghts
g-

hts' granted to thtthe.., NativeNa ive Community bVbrb 'brCongressCongress . !' 1
.

'II-

Nelson

i-

NelsonNelson AngapakAn apak of the CaHstaCalista Corporation pointed outout-

at
out-

atat the hearingshearinghearing4!'
held inin Washington this past week that thethethe-

lands
the-

landslands
,that arejbeingarelbeingare \ being selected by the Natives are the mostjmosmost,

valuable concessionconc ssion granted to Natives by the act and:.,

withoutwithout giving'giving' Hhemthem the land ,thed.ede. Native people have little .
11-

Question
f\

Question hash ! s also been raised by the Commissioner of,

Natural ResourcesResdurcesResources Guy MartinMa'rtinMartin
'

about the InteriorInteiior
',

;:

Department'sDepartments' establishmentstablihment$ of., recreational easementse sements '

regulations . InInthisthisihisthis words theth clause was one off thethe worstworst-

chapters
;:

chapters ofofthethe settlementsettlement'
,

act . ,"

'

,

The sectiojnsectionsectid? of the easement clause concerningcopcerningcopcerningIcopcerning-
recrea

concerning-

recreational

I'

'

recreationalrecrearecreationalional usejandususanduselard\andand\ ) nonnavigablenonnaviga le rivers and streamsstreastream'sstreamsn ' is also aa-

partpart off the contendedcontendedo tended suitSt,1St1, t against the departmentdepartm nt . TheThe-

Nativ
The-

NativeNativeNativ leaders areaare, e saying thattbatthat his order is unlawful becausebbecausecause itit-

authonzes
it-

authorizesauthorizesauthonzesauthorizes federal authorities to reserve easements joto whichwhich-

they
which-

theytheyhavehave clear :''titletitle'
, and them usefofuselofthey have deprive of full theirththeir-

property
irir-

propettyproperty-propertypropettypropertyjpropertyLimits: -:. ,
'

, j\ .

Limits areare being proposed by the NativeNative, plaintiffs . TheyThey-

'say
They-

'saysay'say'
,
thajtthatth t easementseasemenfs shouldsh ld oniyonlyoni behebeallowedallowed forfOffor the crossingcrqssingcrgssing ofof-

Native
of-

Native4NativeNative4! lands forfOJfor; 'internationalinternational' internationalin eina'tionaleinational
'

treaty
.-
obligations

o-

bligations.
.obligationobligationobligations; or forfor-

transportation
for-

transportationtransportation , utilityutilityutilityrightofwaysright-of-waysrightofwaysright.of-waysright.ofwaysright.ofrightof
,

-. - and access toito adjoiningadjoining-
federa

adjoining-
federalfederalfederalands; lands . ;)

'

j
!

,'

'

InftheIn[ rthe; 'thethe' past'past' 'AvhenAvhen') 'whgnwhgn'wh
,,
n . the

'
e governmentgovernmenttgoveql

"

nent , ,wanted tbtptpbuild'
buildbuild-

something
build-

somethingsomethingsomething acrossacrossprivatelyacrossprivateJy-privatelyprivately-,: privatel'yprivately owned land theythey always hadhaClhid jtofato '

pay : for
,,'

' itit.. TheThelTheitu', l(,.II.Situationitu tion should
' .

be the,
"-

same
s-

ame
1-

'sanie
1-

sanie
" 'same' w'ithwith",.'ithith' ' theththe-

'proposedproposed"proposed" 'proposedproposed' easemeijts.noweasemeijtsnoweasemetftsnoweasemeQtsnow., beingbeing'madebeingmade'mademade by thefh'efhethe' SecretarySecretaryofSecretar' ' of thethe-

nt
the-

InteriorInteriofInterior[nt
'
nOf .' Why

'
hy the changehange ofqfheart

'
heart??
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