
.UnalakJeetUhalakleetUhalakleet"nh l: Rl t"m'uskoxtmuskox""nn" muskox'uskox,' farm triggersiggers ' knittingknittin9needlesneedles into'into' actionacti n,
FAJRBANKS-AFAJRBANKSAFAIRBANKS-AFAIRBANKSF AiRB NKS-ANKSA- new musk oxox-

farm. .
, farm in Unalakeet has

,
triggeredtriggtriggered-

at
redred-

atat least 1414newnew knittingknittingknittingneedlesneedlesneedles-

into
needles-

intointo action , stitching scarvesscarves ofof-

musk
of-

muskmusk ox underwool intoint'o' anan-

ancient
an-

ancientancient mask'mask
'

pattern . ,

In
,
early spring , seven village ,.

residents joined the 'knittersknitters' '
cooperative which works withwith-

underwoor
with-

underwoolunderwoolunderwoor from the UniversityUniversity-
ofof 'AlaskaAlaska', Fairbanks musk oxox-

farm
ox-

farmfarm . This brings the number ofof-

villages
of-

villagesvillages participatingparticipatirig 'toto' nine ,.
., With the new'new' UnalakleetUnalakleet-

pattern
.-

With
W- ith
'patternpattern'
pattern , there are ' now eighteight-

village
eight-

villagevillage designs .

Known as OomingmakOomingmOomingmak-
Eskimo

kk-

Eskimo(Eskimo ' forfQJ; musk ox ), thethe-

cooperative
the-

cooperativecooperative has existed'existed' since
1969 , providing jobs for moremore-

than
more-

thanthan 80 ruralruralresiden1sruralresidentsrural
'

residentsresiden1s in thethe-

new
the-

newnew cottage industry basedbasedononon-

th
on-

the
,
theth ,- underwoolunde.r.voolunder.voolundervool.;. , called

,
qiviutqiviu-

tkiveeu
qiviu-

tkiveeute(ki-vee-utekiveeuteki-vee-ukiveeuki-vee-utekiveeute-- -- te ) !..

, The Unalakleet farm startedstarted-
last

started-
lastlast December . SubsequentlySubseque tIy , aa-

workshop
a-

workshopworkshop for knittersknitters,
attractedattracted-

some
attractedattracted-

somesome 40 village residentsresiqents and thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst knitters began inin March .

CoordinatorCo rdinator of the knittingknitting-
project

knitting-
projectproject , Jill Bennett , saidid thethe-

first
the-

firstfirst crop of underwool fromfrom-

Unalakleet's
from-

Unalakleet'sUnalakleetYUnalakleet'sUnalakleets' ' herd is beingbeing-

harvested
being-

harvestedharvested this spring , just., as thethe-

knitters
the-

knittersknitters areararearewarmingwarmingwanning up . ThisThis-

qiviut
This-

qiviutqiviut will be 'sentsent' with thethe-

Fairbanks
the-

FairbanksFairbanks harvest to RhodeRhode-

Island
Rhode-

IslandIsland for processing into., yarnyam .

When it recrosses the countrycountry-
back

country-
backback to the villages , UnalakleetUnalakleet-
knitters

Unalakleet-
knittersknitters ., may be expanding theirtheir-

mask
their-

maskmask pattern to stoles , hats andand-

a

,

a Variety of other articlesarticles-

produced
articles-

producedproduced in other villages .

Bennett explained thethe-

Unalakleet.pattem
the-

Unalakleet.pattemUnalakleet.patternUnalakleetpatternUnalakleet.pattemUnalakleetpattem.. is taken fromfrom-

aa wolverine mask .

Some scarves with the maskmask-
pattern

mask-
patternpatternpattern have been completedcompleted-
and

completed-
andand will be displayed with thethe-

other
the-

otherother hand qiviutqiviut knits in thethe-

Qomingmak
the-

QomingmakOomingmakQomingmak cabin at thethe-

Alaskaland
the-

AlaskalandAlaskaland Park in Fairbanks .,

Bennett estimates that thisthis-

summer
this-

summersummer the demand for thethe-

musk
the-

muskmusk ox products will outpaceoutpace-
the

outpace-
thethe supply .

She said the number of itemsitems-

for
items-

forfor sale has grown by leaps andand-

bounds
and-

boundsbounds over the yearsyears . TheThe-

shortage
The-

shortageshortage 'isis'isattributed' is attributed-attributed- to thethe-

limited
the-

limitedlimited ' amountunt '', ofam Qf qiviutqiviut-
available

qiviut-
availableavailable and the growinggrowing-

market
growing-

marketmarket *., This is also the reasonreason-
th

reason-
thethertheth y&mymyarny&m is hotrsoldofr'soldofrsoldnot "soldsold'" to1 'thetheIthelIthel-

public

' '

public .
1,

The qiviut is still donated toto-

the
to-

the.thethe.,the cooperative by thpth' W . K .

Kellogg FoundationFoundatiFoundation'tn l'tt[lwhich'twhich' whichwhich-

provides
which-

providesprovides financial supportsUPIort?
' forfor-

the
for-

thethe farms . The price jforIfor thethe-

knitted
the-

knittedknitted items pays for thethe-

knitter's
the-

knitter'sknitter'sknitters' labor and anyant profitprofit-
above

profit-
aboveabove expenses goes intointoto thethe-

cooperative
the-

cooperativecooperative: .
ii-

Those
II-

Those
I-

ThoseThose price tagstagsqualify-' -qualifyqualify'quaqfyquaqfyqualfy thethe-

products
the-

productsproducts for luxury statusst tps andand-

the
and-

thethe continuedcmtinued( , demand seemssseemsms toto-

prove
to-

proveprove the cooperative'scooperativescooperative's'Ico perative'speratives' !
'II,' slogansloslogan-

that
nn-

thatthat it is "rarerrarer"" than vicunavicunavicuna andand-

firier
and-

finerfinerfirierjEven1Eventhan cashmere .." j1

Even if the supply is depleteddeplete ,

Bennett said customerscustomers\customerscustomersmay!\; maymay-

place
may-

placeplace orders which
'

cancancafn[ be
._ shipped to them laterlater'ThCylaterThCy..'"TheyThey'ThyThy"'

; willwill-

be
will-

bebe filled when many of'of' thethe-

villagers
the-

villagersvillagers returnretuin from fishfphfsh damps4amps4amps-

and
arnpsarnps-

andand begin activectve knitting duringduring-
the

during-
thethe cold months . \

She'' said
'

the1the' knitters ,
usuallyUuallyUually-

decide
u$uallyually-

decidedecide which of thethearticlesthe'articlesth -articlesarticles'articIes-to'articIesarticIesto'articIesto-
p

-' "- toto-

produceproducep oduce ' and she notifiednnotifietifie thethe-

coop
the-

cooperativecooperativecoop rative when an item tis1is| is inin-

oversupply
in-

oversupply
'

oversupplyloversupply':. Sizing'Sizng'SizSiz ng is
,
:;
' as loosely1 selysely-

strucstructuredstruc ured ., .-
,
,;as ,,Ji,

, thele}'

":°{L,'jnvenpryinve1foryinvenory
! ,

since
,
the yamyarn'has'ayarnhasaam'hasamhas'' has a greatgre dealdelde of9f

,

,
( , ' , , " I , "

,
, . , ' . " ' " ot ,

give . Also
,

a ranger nge of .sizessizes., sizes-

natlfrally
.size-

snaturally, naturallynatlfrally ejflergesemergesemerges '" ' as eacheach-
persqI's

each-
person'sperson'spersonspersqI'spersqIs} ' stitches arearea-aa.a-. a littlelittle-

different
little-

differentdifferent *.,
'-

Probably
P-

robably
'

Probably the ,mostmost popularpopular-
item

popular-
itemitem "';,, ,

,' Bennett saidsaid ., is anart unusualunusual-
head

unusual-
headhead piece called EskimpEskimo Smoke '

Rings . This is a tubular , knittedknitteds-

leeve
knitteds-

leeveSleeve which mayma be worn overover-
the

over-
thethethe-thehead- head as a cowl or drappeddrapped-
loosely

drapped-
looselylooselylooselyoverover the shoulders .

This piece is available in thethe-

Mekoryuk
the-

MekoryukMekpryukMekoryuk harpoon design-designdesign-

derived

-,;,
derivedderive from(rom a 11,2001200,200200,22, O year

,
oldold-

harp
old-

harpoonharpoonharp on headheheadorddoror in Bethel'sBethelsBethBethel's-
butterflies

I'sIsI's-

bu
'

butterfliesbu tte rflies design .

Bennett explained that theseththese-

and
sese-

andand otherther 'patternspatterns' were createdcreated-
either

created-
eithereither by the villagers themselvesthemselves-
oror modeled after artifacts andand-

art
and-

artart"*' typical of-ofofthe.- the village oror-

surrounding
or-

surroundingsurrounding area . Models havehave-

included
have-

included
.

included modern skin parkaparka-
trim

.
trim , beaded mukluks and ivoryivory-

artifacts
ivory-

artifactsartifacts .

The fashionfasWon designs havehave-

likewise
have-

likewiselikewise come from diversediverse-

sources
diverse-

sourcessources . One Eskimo knitter ,
EdnaEd a MathlawMaihlaw of MekoiyukMekoryukMeko yuk wonwon-

local
won-

locallocal acclaimacclacclaimim when a clochecloch hat

she designed appeared in Vogue
MagazineMagazVogueMagazVogueMagazinene . UnfortunatelyUnfQrtunately ,

neither she
,

nornr,? the projectpr ject waswas-

mentioned
was-

mentionedmentioned
. ' ininthe,the credits .'BennettDennett 'saidsaidsaid often weavers '

, groups will send patternspatt rns for useuse-

by
use-

byby the-AknitterstheAknittersthr\knittersthrknittersth\- knitters . But , usuallysually

they don'tdontdn'td n'tnt' understand problemsproblems-
imposed

problems-
imposedimposedimposedby-byby'by-,'

._, knittersknit ters 'whowho' don'tdontdon't-
re

don't-
read

'
readre d English . She said all designsdesigns-
must

designs-
mustmustmust bee easy so . they can bebe-

rendered
be-

renderedrendered into a six symbolsymbol-
instruction

symbol-
instructioninstruction system .

In spite of the limitations

imposedimpostd; on the pfojectproject , moremore-
Village

more-
villagevillage residents than ever havehave-
wprk

have-
workworkwprk these days , turning ' aa-

Native
a-

NativeNative AlaskanAJaskan resource intointo-
profit

into-
profitprofit.. And the musk oxen , nownow-
providing

now-
providingproviding scarves insteadinsteadofofof-
steaks

of-
steakssteaks , don'tdont' mindn1 nd a bitbit..


