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BIA : preparingre bring sfudyofstudy of shippingshippng( costs
>'

tof() remoteem t&AldS'katAldSkat&AldS'kavllages& AlaskavillagesAlaska
'

villagesvllages;
' (SpecialSpecial0to/00/ 'thethe

'
the Tundral mdra Times ,

the TundraTflndra DrumsDmms , theth NomeNome-
Nugg

Nome-
NuggetNuggetNugg t ,

' The Bering Straits, thethe-

AllAlaska
the-

AllAlaskaAll-AlaskaAllAlaska-- Weekly and
,

the '

Bristol Bayay By-LinesByLines- .)

WASHINGTON-TheWASHINGTONTheWASHINGTON-WASHINGTONThe-The BureauBureau-

of
Bureau-

ofof Indian Affairs ( BIA ) isis-

preparing
is-

preparingpreparing a study for the OfficeOffice-

of
Office-

ofof Management1a.nagement1anagement. and BudgetBudget-

OM

Budget-

OMB(OMBOM B) to determinedetermin.e.
shippingshishipping-

costs
pingping-

costscosts for supplying remoteremote-
vil1ages

remote-
villagesvillagesvil1ages on Alaska'sAlaskas' ' northwestnprthwenprthwestnprthwest-
coast

tt-
coastcoast .

'

TheThereportreport will provide thethe-

basis

the-

basisbasis for a decision .onon., on whetherwhether-
the

whether-
thethe BIA-willcontinueBIAwillcontinueBBIAIA -. will.continuewillcontinue. to provideprovide-

the

provide-

thethe resupply serviceservite , contract tot9 ,

a commercial carrier , or proposepoposepropose( ,

an alternatelternate methodmethoa ' to thethe-

service
the-

serviceservice now provided by the shipship-

the

ship-

thethe North Startar IIIIII'.''.. .

Sen . Mike Gravel , D-D-DAlaskaD-AlaskaDAlaskaD-AlaDAla-Alaskaka ,
'

who is urging that the shippingshipping-
serviceservice can be continuedcontinu d hashas-

infofined
'.

informedinfol'medinfolmedinfofined' the BIA hehehewillwillwill-

support
will-

supportsupport its request forfor-

authorization
for-

authorizationauthorization and funding whenwhen-

itit is prepared to submit a requestrrequest-
to

questquest-

toto congress .

"ThisThis" is a vijalvital service which is-isis-

the
is-

the
is-

the
---

the life support system for thethe-

many
the-

manymany villages which are cut offoff-

from
off-

fromfrom population centers ,"
Gravel said .

A study conducted last yearyear-
by

year-
byby the ,. BIA'sBIAs' Planning SupportSupport-
Group

Support-
GroupGroup recommended that , thethe-

program
the-

programprogram be continuedcontin ed , but alsoalso-

concluded
also-

concludedconcluded that the present ship ,,

the North Star III ,. will last forfor-
only

for-
onlyonly four or five more years .

The BIA is now compiling aa-

detailed
a-

detaileddetailed economic analysis ofof-

the
of-

thethe entire North Star program .

OMB said such informationinonnationin onnation isis-

needed
is-

neededneeded before a decision canan bebe-

reached
be-

reachedreached on what should be donedone-

about
done-

aboutabout the NorthN rth Star III .:
Gravel said he hopes the BIABIA-

analysis
BIA-

analysisanalysis will conclude that the

i

service should bebecontinued',
continued . "ToTo"TerTer"TT"Ter-

discontinue
""

discontinuediscontinue the 'NorthNorth', Star'sStarsStar's-

operation
Star's-

operation'worrld

'
'

operationoperation'worrldoperationworrld'wowo'wouldld'b-

e

ldb-

e

be doingdqing a greatgreat-

disserv
great-

disservicedisservicedisserv ce '. to the people ofof-

Ala'ska's
of-

Alaska'sAlaska'sAlaskasAla'ska's
' ' coastal villages ," hehe-

said
'

', said .

Since 1922 , with thethe-

exception
the-

exceptionexceptionexceptionof-ofof-, of the war years ,, aa-

government
a-

governmentgovernmentgovernment ship has steamedsteamed-
north

steamed-
northnorth from Seattle with suppliessupplies-

for
supplies-

Tor.forforTor., villagesvil1age
.

' along the Gulf ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska , the Bering Sea and thethe-

Aleutian
the-

AleutianAleutian Islands . The North StarStar-

III
Star-

IIIIII is the fourthfo rth such ship. .

Because commercial'commercial' vesselsvessel-
scannot

vessels-

cannotcannotcannot economically serve thethe-

small
the-

smallsmall coastal villages , the NorthNorth-
Star

North-
StarStar has provided art invaluableinvaluable-

service
invaluable-

serviceservice for approximately 7070-

isolated
70-

isolatedisolated villages . The shipship-

delivers
ship-

deliversdelivers to
'

those villages suchsuch-

things
such-

thingsthings as : fuel oil ;:,' ,. buildingbuilding-
supplies

building-
suppliessupplies ; light generating plants ;

, wares for '" ' Native stores ; BIABrABrA-

schools
BIA-

schoolsschools and housing , medicalmedical-

supplies

medical-

suppliessupplies for 'PublicPublic' HealthHealth-

Sef'lice
health-

ServiceServiceSef'liceSeflice' facilities and goods forfor-

Northern
for-

NorthernNorthern Churches .

At sea , the North StarStar-

perfOrITls

Star-

performsperformsperfOrITls further services for thethe-

villagers
the-

villagersvillagers of northwesternnorthwesternAlaska-AlaskaAlaska'Alaska-' .

She has rescued barges , pluckedplucked-
seal

plucked-
sealseal hunters from stormy seas ,

and trained Natives for maritimemaritime-
service

maritime-
serviceservice .

The villagers want thesethese-

services
ese

services to continue and Gravel ',

is giving them his full support..

"ThereThere" may com'ecome' a day , whenwHen-

the
when-

thethe NativeNatiye , corporations havehave-

devised
have-

deviseddevised their own supply system ,

that the NorthNorthStar.S'tar.StarStar.,

'
is no longerlonger-

needed
longer-

neededneeded , but that day has yet toto-

arrive

-

arrive ," GravelGr vel said . "TodayToday" thethe-

North
the-

NorthNorth StarStarprogram'programprogram-program'- is vitallyvitally-

needed
vitally-

neededneeded
,

. I will do everyeverythingtiling inin-

my
in-

mymymy power to see that it isis-

continued
is-

continuedcontinued , and I am sure thethe-

BIA

the-

BIABIA will recommendre mmeod suchruch aa-

continuation
a-

continuationcontinuation ..'",'
.

The ' NorthNo h Star8tM8tMalsoalso guaranteesguarantees-
d

guarantees-
deliverydeliveryd livery to thethevillages-villagesvillagesviIlages.villages-:. it serves .,

The ship will wait days forfo'r' badbad-

weather
bad-

weatherweather to break so cargo can bebbe-

unloadedunloadedunlo ded . Incomparison ,

commercial shipsshipsvillwill\villvillvillwaitwillwait\ wait only
48 hours . Gravel said guaranteedguaranteed-
delivery

guaranteed-
deliverydelivery is one of the i'temsitems' hehe-

Wants

he-

wantsWants to-totosee.- seeseseethe, the BFABTA continue ,

no matternatter what methodmcthod ofof-

supply
of-

supplysupply is chosen . ', ""

Other servicesscrvi es *' performedperformcd byby-

the
by-

thelongllonglistthe ship'sships' crew comprisecompris a longlong-
stlistlst . On request , the crewcrcw willwill-

install
will-

installinstall bulk tanks , or put pshorepshorcashore

crawler tractors tot6 repairrcpairrepair , roadsfoads .

They will repairrcpair radios , electricalelectrical-
wiring

electrical-
wiringwiring , plumbing systems , andand-

other
and-

otherother items . While theretlwre is aa-

charg
a-

chargechargecharg for servicesserviccs performedperfom1cd byby-

the
by-

thethe crew , the ratesratcs arearcarc-

resonable, resonable .


