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chamber only last month.
“Alaska is diversity; all of us

have as many different faces
and views as there are in this
room: indeed, in this state.
“We in the Native commun-
ity have leamed repeatedly
that we can — we must — make
our differences work for us, in
the pursuit of whatever goals
we set. Applied to the state as
a whole, that concept of mu-
tual respect and cooperation
can lead to a state that fulfills

third or fourth largest em-

ployer in the state, Leask said.
The business activities of the
Native corporations, both re-
gional and village, span every
major industry in the state,
from oil dnd gas exploration,
to mineral development, coal,
timber, tourism and fishing,
she said.

Although the Native cor-
porations’ first responsibility is
to make profits, like any other
private business, Leask -said,
they have a unique obligation
to their shareholders to pro-
vide more than profits.

“In that respect, they are
different from the businesses
you represent,” Leask said.
“Their shareholders expect

H

derstand that for many of us,
business success, financial and
political strength are not the
end, but the means to an end.

“We are Alaska Natives, and
we want the freedom to sus
tain and strengthen our Native
identities. It may be that
that goal tums out to be to
our advantage, for it gives us
a sense of purpose that holds
immense force," Leask said.

She noted that many people
in  Washington, D.C. and in
‘Alaska, saw the Native Claims
Settlement Act as a termina-
tion ' act, designed to erase
Alaska Natives as a distingt
people.

“If that is indeed the end
result, we will all be the poorer
tor it. Because | believe that in




