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Juneau — Private collection
w have more wru
and, subject to legislative ap-
pw‘l 'Ifmhlllludm."ﬂ“
money owed the state by &
record number of Alaskans de-
faulting on their student loans,
an official said Monday.

Kerry Romesburg, executive
director of the Postsecondary
Education Commission, said
the default rate was 114 per-
cent at the end of September
and may climb as high as 13
percent by next summer, To be
classified in default, borrowers
must_be 120 days behind in
their payments.

“Because of the growing per-

“'“:: of people who default
= the size of the debts

they're w — we've de-
cided to get Wough with collec-
lh‘ﬂl," mu said.

“Since we don't have enough
in-house stafl to get the job
done, we plan to ask the leg-
islature for permission to go to
outside agencies,

“That would be an alterna-
tive to adding staff,” he said.
“I think there would be more
tenacity involved by doing out-

may
the end of the month, Romes-
burg said.



