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Kenai author publishes first book,,

in English andarid Dena ' inaAthabascanSeeAthabascanAthabascanS-
eeSee Story on Page Seven
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, In "tIitIi", ,the
,
;\ firsLpbceIIlrst

'

, place ,, ,
1 "didndidn", didn'tdidntdidn't-

know '
' tt-

knowknow anythingnything'aboutnythingaboutabout writingwiltingwrlting/wrltingwrlting.-

JVltlH
./"'.,''"'

.JVltlHJVltlH. With .. this
,
k frantc1;frank ' 'adntisslonadntisslon' dm n ,

Pete&KaUfomskytPeteKaUfomskytPeterKalifornskyPeterHaliforns&: {
°
describedescribes.describe. § ,. oneon-

e'ofhi
oneone-

'ofthis'of-'ofof'ofhis'of-hi'ofofhi'oft-his'oftofthis' ':--- his;*° chiefchlefthandicapson!;; handicapsbandic'apsbandicaps' ":, , onon ' 'thethe'the-

t
'the-

toad

'

ttoadroad'iroadid'tdt'; toto 3* becomin'gYanfbecomingYanfbecomirig'aribecomirigarib cornin'g't'8Jjcorningt8Jj'' '' ' ' author'author' ,
whichlhe'ribwuwhichlheribwuwhichwhiclt':.: he'JheJhe'' 'fiww . iSis-isisThe:- :

-TheThe-ThelUnlverThe : UnUnlvery 'slsltyi'ofsltyiof{
, '' f 'AlaSkaAlaSkaxAlaska' '' N'atlveNatlveN'ativeNative'' ' LanguageLanguage-

Center
guageguage-

CenCenterCenCenterpublishedhiser',;* hashs '- recentlyr- ecently.' recentlyrece'ntly,
'

,. , published." hiishis* firstfrsfbo} *

bookbookbook"mC:
':. "mm'.":11*: ", '

1 """ICAHTNUHT'ANAICAHTNUHTANA"KAlITNUHrANAKAlITNUHrANA"KAHTNUHT'ANAKAHTNUHTANA' QUE-QUEQUE-
NAGA

QUE-
NAGA

-.
I+ 'NAGANAGA'

:
,
NAGA , TheThThKenafThe'KenaiTheKenai''

'\ 'KenaiKenai\KenafKenaf PeopledPeople'sPeoplesP ()ple 's LanLan-Lan.
¬.-

guagguageguage-guageLanguageguage-
3

'..""".-

3}
- ',

' Although9ugh KaliforhskyKalifornskyKalifoq1SY.1eameKalifoq1SY1eame%.learneSlearnealearne-
ahowtohowto"readhowtoreadhow.tohowtohow-tohowto,.- "read English duringdUring.fourdUringfourduringfoury-

earsflnC
,
.four

.years'ln.yearslnyearslnyearsflnC'yy'dUring.four'y'yar. ar +' in-'sin'ss- 'school-asschoolashool.ashoolassc-hoolschool-
-. as a. boy , he be-bebe-

gan'in
bebe-

gan
-.

gan'inganingan"ingan"'

.;
' In 1974'' ' not onlyomy to learnlearn-

writmg
learn-

writingwritingwritmg EnglishEEn1 lishbut-readiriglishbutreadirigisl ,,, butbutreidirig'-
,
reading! andand-

w
and-

writswritingwwritsit g- 'hg- hg- 'hisg- his'hisrNatives Native languagelang ge , thethe-
Dena

the-
DenaDeriaWDena maIna :;; Jlanguagelanguageoflanguageniuagc" of the Atha-AthaAtha-
bascan

-.
bascanbascmlinguisticlinguistic familyfamfiy

*
.

Kalifornsky'sKalifornskys' bookbooksbooksis: is a colcol-col-

lection
¬.-

lection of storiesstones , songs and lin-linlin-

guistiq
linlin-

guistic
-.

guistiqguistic:;", exercises , the fruit ofof-
three

of-
threethree yeanyears ofoworlorwork(work .

Kalifornsky was born in 19119111911-

at
1911-

at
1

at Unhghenesditnu KalifornskyKaIifornskyKaIifornsky-
Village

((Kalifornsky-
VillageVillage ) on the ' Kenai Peninsula ,

just north of the Kasilof River .

At the age of fourour , he was sentsent-
across

sent-
acrossacross Cook Inlet to stay withwith-
his

with-
hishis maternal uncle , TheodoreTheodore-
Chickalusion

Theodore-
ChickalusionChickalusion , in the Polly Creek-CreekCreek-
Johnson

Creek-
Johnson

-.
Johnson River area . ChickaChicka-¬-

"ldlusionlusio'tilusiotin' ' wasww1f"t1f"t1ft" thei laslastlast, powerfulpopowerful-

Dena'ina
eefulfulful-

Dena'iDDena'inaDenainaDena'iDDenaiDDena'ina-Dena'inaDenainaDena'inashaman' shaman ';;;'" theth sixIIIXsixyearssixyearsI-
Califoinskyspent

'; yearsyeaJS
Kalifornsky'ipentKalifornskyipentICalifoinsky-spentICalifoinskyspentif insky'speinskyspe

- '-' t'' withw th him hadhidhhid-
a

dd-

aa profoundprofo nd effecteffect pnnnon his lifelife-

and
life-

andand many'many' of "'" hisJs stories areare-

based
are-

basedbased on memories of thisWsWs-
time

this-
timetime .,

ago"the.IeiTwo, hundred years agoago"theagothe," , the
.IeiIei.KenaiKenal{ ai rt'eninteninPeninsula' sula was heavilyMavily setset-setset-

tled
¬.-

tled by01'"' '-

speakers
s-

peakers
'-

speakers
s- peakers'speakers of Dena'inaDenainaDena'iliaDenailiaDena'ilia-

or
Dena'ina-

or
'

(or TanainaTantinaTanina). According toto-

Jim
to-

JimJim KariKarl of the LanguagenguageL CenCen-Cen-

ter
¬.-

tertet , "TodayToday" there are n6non moremore-
ilian

more-
thanthanilian ten speakers ofbf the OuterOuter-
Imet

Outer-
InletInletImet dialect of the Dena'inaDenainaDeria'inaDeriainaDeria'ina-
language

Dena'ina-
language

'
language ' and just three fluentfluentfluent.-
speakers

fluent-
'speakersspeakers.speakers'speakers.' on the Kenai Peninsula .

The other Outer Inlet speakersspeakers-
ateareate in Tyonek or Anchorage ."

KariKarl has high praise for KaliKali-Kali-

fornsky's
¬.-

fornsky'sfornskysfornsley'sfornsleys' contributions to thethe-
lingwstic

the-

linguisticlinguisticlingwstic study of Dena'inaDenaina' .

KalifornskyKalifomsky chuckles when hehe-

describes
he-

describesdescribes the tortuous processprocess-
of

process-
ofof compiling words in the NaNa-Na-

tive
¬.-

tive language , making lists ofof-
words

of-
wordswords beginning with a certaincertain-
lett

certain-
letter.movingletterlettletter.movinglettermovingr, .movingmoving., ',on to a new listlist-

when
list-

whenwhen his memory was exhaustexhaust-exhaust-
ed

exhaust-
ed

¬-

ed . StorySto)' composition took aa-

long
a-

longlong time too .

"YouYou" take a Native word ,

and then you study the back-back-

"" "'1'111'< '" '," " II1' -1-1-1'b1CV{,; "'- '' ; " " " " '' 'b1CVb1CV' ' ' ' ' :,* ',gro d tit± ,; <, , %
andand'tryfoandtryfo' trytryItrytoI, to trtranslateLII:LIIo. .thutbiiak,

;
. 1CJfl

<\. :;It:.: itot
.

EnglishEngliSb/EngliSbEnglishaEngliSbKalifo,/*'!' KaUforttfkyKalifoKaliforctskynkMKKi80':-oo-;' ;,;'.$; 1f;22-

'KartelalioratasF
<'.

'KartKart'KartelalioratasFKartelalioratasF'KartelalioratasFbrl'
",eJ'b-or'bbor' - ;pbrlbrlkKaliornikKaliorn(<: ::'; ; ,

tt-

a
t-

sky
JJ-

sk 'ss' "methodmethod" :< or :cOp1p () ' a ' ' "LL"sksky ' I 'fifi',storyi.f-storyi.fstoryi.fI$t0 'ry.
.
. - , I "

,
,
t4t4cif$};),44, : ,., t :If.iIfi.

'
; 4

, 0-0-0tcif:'t.
'>,' v., ""'=I"fIf" 'l'rlr' '' " "(';: r"'"1t\1t1tI.lnterestfugit \' I.lnterestfugIlnterestfug1sInteresting., : ito,?, o() ' ,' "

:lF :
,). t ll-

PeteiPeteiPeter'' work'on'aworkonawork'onworkon"'. ' ;'a'atory9hHefirsaatory9hHefirsa'atory9hHefirs-
writes

'storystory' 1f.He1fHe:. ,
;:.,

writes kkey.}forfs1Words! fbn
1iii, ;

,
binc1F-pbinc1Fpbinc1FpIbinc1Fp-

board Ic :,- I

board he has orionon hbhis wall,wa11 .VAfatfVAfatf. s;AtteAttez ;
'1
&'

that, heh mayIpay think'aboutJhcseWthinkaboutJhcseWtJWtthink.
' '+ aboabouit,1tht1th.,;, thesese 4, 4.?4-

wordswords for ' daysfaddfagmoreVdaysday s;,,Vaddingddfng ?; Alois
i'(

as ideas developdevelop-and.discuSsing1edevelopand.discuSsing1edevelopand.discuSsing1eanddiscuSsing1edevelopand.discuSsing1e-
the

';,;" andJdiscuen-

g

andJdiscueng-

e

andJdiscuength-

e

-ahd.discuSftingrahddiscuSftingr.:. e?

the storystory'withstorywithstory-withstorywith-'with his'sisteVFedpsiahissisteVFedpsiahiS"sisterFedhiSsisterFedhishissister'"sister : Fedoslasia ;
'

,

SacalbffSaca1ff. Then11tTheni' tielieJe !; proceedspro ed ,
;' Jto

"

.

work the mainmain jIdeasjs'intOIdeasjsintOldeas1nto
,

i; :,', O
,

'= aa-

text . , ' ".

text ." ""%ttftft : 1,:r
"ThatThat" blackboardblackboardiis, is greatat ,:."'

KalifornskyKalifornskKalifomskyKalifomskysays'witlisayssays'withsayswithsays'witlisayswitli'with aa-sarnilesmilc'ifsmilcifimfiej''': ''
.

KalifornskyKalifomsky has '
.-

sp
s-
pspentmostspentmost-

of
.
spentl1tr'),;'mpsimpsi' os

of his life on the .",, PeninsulaPe ';
"doingdoing" everything thatthat'a'personthatapersonthat'a'person-
can

' a 'pp'prson'personrsonrson-

can.can do ."" He hashasbuilt.bjujltbjujlt., liuUt ;' aridandarid.reSridr-.reS.reS-,;.re-
,'

paired.paired boatsbo ts , trappedtrapptrapped-IndtrappedInd-d$ndd fishedfisledfisle-ded .,
His active life iniriii manual workwork-

has
work-

hashas been shortened by a4. ' seriesseridserid-
of

series-

ofof injuries he sustained whilewlwhile-

working
lelew-

orking
;

working for the Alaska RailroadRailroad-
building

Railroad-
buildingbuilding the Portage TunnelTuMel andand-
in

and-
inin DutchDutchHarbor'HarborHarbor"Harbor-Harbor'-" shortly afterafteafter-
the

,

the Japanese bombed it in thethe-
Forties

the-
FortiesForties .

Kari , who has worked closelyclosely-
with

closely-
withwith KalifornskyKalifomsky for severalseveral-
years

several-
yearsyears , best sums up the contricontri-contri-
bution

¬.-
bution the new author has mademade-
to

made-
toto the preservation of NativeNative-
cui

Native-
cultureculturecui ture :

"ThereThere" is nonQ question thatthat-
the

that-
thethe ability to write his languagelanguage-
has

language-
hashas mademide for major changeschmges: inin-

Peter's
in-

Peter'sPeter'sPeters' life . While I , am suresure-
that

sure-
thatthat Peter has always beenb"eenseen" a rere-rere-

flective
re-

flective
¬-

flective , imaginative person , withwith-
his

with-
hishis literacy skill he has developdevelop-develop-
ed

¬-

ed a sense of commitment toto-

the
to-

thethe traditions and history of hishis-

peoplepeople .

"Peter'sPeters" ' work is a significantsignificant-
contribution

significant-
contributioncontribution to the history andand-
ethnography

and-
ethnographyethnography of the Outer InletInlet-
Dena'ina

Inlet-
Dena'inaDena'inaDenaina' . His account of lifelife-

at
life-

atat Polly Creek is the only docudocu-docu-
mentation

docu-
mentation

¬-

mentation of this portion ofof-
Dena'ina

of-
Dena'inaDena'inaDenaina' territory . His descripdescrip-descrip-
tions

descrip-
tions

¬-

tions of Dena'inaDenaina' marine-orientmarineorientmarine-orient-marineorient-
ed

-- ¬-

ed activities , such as the makingmaking-

of
making-

ofof sealskin boats , or life atat-

Kustatan
at-

KustatanKustatan , are of ethnographicethnographic-
importance

ethnographic-
importanceimportance because the OuterOuter-
Imet

Outer-
InletInletImet Dena'inasDenainas' were the onlyomyomy-

Athabaskans
only-

AthabaskansAthabaskans who lived in aa-

marine
a-

marinemarine environment . His storiesstories-
on

stories-
onon law aridaJidand beliefs are valuablevaluable-
analyses

valuable-
analysesanalyses of some of the moremore-
enigmatic

more-
enigmaticenigmatic and little understoodunderstood-
aspects

understood-
aspectsaspects of Athabaskan cultureculture-
the

culture-
the(the complexity ofofwhichwhich isis-

generally
is-

generallygenerally underestimated ). HisHis-

"sukdu
His-

"sukdu"sukdusukdu" " or traditional storiesstories-
aiong

stories-
along(alongaiongaiongwithalongwithwith two of hishisstonesstoriesstonesstones-

previously
stories-

previouslypreviously published by ANLC ,.,
"K'elaKela"" ' Sukdu , The Mouse StoSto-Sto-
ry

¬.-
ryrynryand,n" and "Ch'enlahiChenlahi"Ch'emahfChemahf" ' Sukdu , thethe-
Gambling

the-
GamblingGambling Story ") forrrtform the mama-mama-
jor

ma-
jor

¬-
jor collectionconection of traditionaltraditional-
Dena'ina

traditional-
Dena'inaDena'inaDenaina' folklore from the KeKe-KeKe-

nai
Ke-

nai
¬-

nai Peninsula ., Peter and I have1ha"ehaehave" '
compiled the place names listlist-
in

list-
inin section 5 with the help ofof-
his

of-
hishis memory plus the documendocumen-documen-
tary

¬.-
tary sources (de Laguna , Dall ,
and PetrbffPetrofiPetroff))) and some imporbnporimpor-impor-
tant

¬.-
tant writings by the late AlexAlex-
Wilson

Alex-
WilsonWilson of Kenai .

"PeterPeter" has also done a remarremar-remar-
kable

¬.-
kable job of recalling placep.taceptacep.tace-

names
place-

names
.

names and unique lexicon forfor-
the

for-
thethe extinctex tinct Seldovia dialect ,
which heh " has not heard spokenspo'kerispokerispoken-

since ' ' ,
since the early 1940's1940s' . WhileWhlleWhlle-
many

While-
manymany of the place namesnmes havehave-
been

have-
beenbeen lost with the passing ofof-
elders

of-
elderselders in recent years , the listlist-
of

list-
ofof 166 Dena'inaDenaina' Kenai Penin7Penin-PeninPeninPenin-
sula

-
'-

place
p-

lace
'-

place
p-

lace'sula place names is a majormajor-
statement

major-
statementstatement on traditionaltraditi nal territoterrito-territo-
ry

¬.-
ry. The distributiondisfributiondist ributiori "' 'ofof' f:1hf1hHUie':" lie ;'

names shows concentration ofof-
Dena'ina

ofof-

Dena'inaDena'inaDenaina' use iniui certaincertininareasareasareas-
the

areas-
the(the Kenai River below , SkilakSkDt1Skilak-

LakeLake ,. the Swanson River ,,,. thethe-
beach

the-
beachbeach between Swanson River .,

and the KasilofKasUof River) . TheThe-
names

The-
namesnames themselves provide a fasfas-fas-

cinating
¬.-

cinating glimpseglbnpse of how thethe-
Kenai

the-
KenaiKenai Dena'inasDenainas' perceived theirtheir-
country

their-
countrycountrycountry-,-'""


