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The 13th Annual Rural Providers ' Con-

ference

Con-

ference
ConCon-¬-

ference held in the Bethel Regional HighHigh-

School

High-

SchoolSchool began July 15 lasting four days .

The conference ,, an annual gatheringgathering-

inin celebration ofofsobrietysobriety hosted this yearyear-

by

year-

byby the OrutsarOrutsaramuitmuit Native Council , waswas-

dedicated

was-

dedicateddedicated to Lucy OlieOUe Beaver .

Participants in the conference learnlearn-

about

learn-

aboutabout newnewnewapproachesapproaches to community-

based
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community-community -

based prevention programs to combatcombat-

drug

combat-

drugdrug abuse , according to JeanineJeanine-
Kennedy
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AlaskaAlaska Community Action Program , Inc .

The RPC has ben plannedplaMed and facili-

tated

facili-

tated

facilifacili-¬-

tated by the conference participants sincesince-

itit first began in 1984 with 60 people . Since

1984 , the , conference has grown into aa-

si
a-

statewidesisiteWidestatewideteWide movemovementnnntnt .
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""MM"MoreMore"MoreMorere! people attended , but it'sits' hardnard toto-

countcount everyone coming through the '

door . "-

The conference sponsers werewere-

RuraICAP

were-

RuralCAPRuralCAPRuraICAP and the Yukon KuskokwimKuskokwim-

Health

Kuskokwim-

HealthHealth Corp . ,

""TheThe conference provides continued-

support

continued-

support

continued

support for sobriety , clean living andand-

happy

and-

happyhappy homes ,
" said Bethel Mayor WalIy-

Richardson

WallyWalIyWally-

RichardsonRichardson .

Richardson coordinated the event withwith-

David

with-

DavidDavid Mousseau Jr .

There were many activities for partici-

pants

partici-

pants

participartici-¬-

pants to joinloin;; a sober social,, salmon bake ,,

fiddle dances , a cultural share night ,

workshops , a staking cememony and aa-

potlatch

a-

potlatchpotlatch .
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ers , according to EarEarl PolkPolk'IIIPolkIII'III .

""WeWe Are Teachers - Show Love " waswas-

this
was-

thisthis year'syears' theme .

There are many business supporters ofof-

the

of-

thethe conference and grants from the statestate-

and
state-

andandandaa Community Services Block GrGrantGrant-

provided
ntnt-

provideqprovidedprovideq funding for this yeyear'syearsr'srs' confer-

ence

confer-

ence
conferconfer-¬-

ence .

The staking ceremony , held on the lastlast-

day

last-

dayday of the cconferencenference , was led by Linda-

and

undaLindaunda-

and

Linda

and Reggie Joule , Doug and Amy ModigModlg ,

and John and Teresa Pingayak . The cer-

emony

cer-

emony

cercer-¬-

emony serves as a pubpublicpubc!c annannouncementannouncement-
of

uncementuncement-

ofof one'sones' commitmentcorrmitment, and symbolizes thethe-

intention

the-

intentionintention of continuedcontinuedsobrietysobriety .


