
Mammal ProfecfionProtection AcfAct Becomes EffectiveEHective Dec. 21
The Departments of ComCom-Com-

merce
Com-

merce

¬-

merce and InteriorIntenor announcedannounced-
publication

announced-
publicationpublication of proposed rulerule-

making
rule-

makingmaking dealingdealingwithwith the MarineMarine-

Mammal
Marine-

MammalMammal ProtectionProlectlon Act of 1972 ,.
signed into law by PresidentPresident-
Nixon

President-
NixonNixon on October 2211 .

An immediate effect of thethe-

Act
the-

ActAct will be to end polar bearbear-

and
bear-

andand walrus hunting inin' AlaskaAlaska-

onon December 2211I ,. the date whenwhen-

the
when-

thethe law creating a moratoriummoratorium-
becomes

moratorium-
becomesbecomes effective in prohibitingprohibiting-
thethe taking or importation of anyany-

marine
any-

marinemarine mammalmamma ] or marine mam-mam-.

al product .

The Department of ComCom-Com-

merce
Com-

merce
¬-

merce is responsible for whales ,

porpoises , seals , and sea lions ,
while Interior is responsible forfor-

the
for-

thethe other marine mammalsmammals-
which

mammals-
whichwhich are walrus , polarp lar bears ,
manatees , and sea ottersoilers .

Two exceptions to the ban

deal with the taking of marinemannemanne-
mammals

marine-
mammalsmammals incidentalIOcidental to commer-commercommer-
cila

commer-
cila

-.

cila fishingtislung operationsopera lions , and toto-

marine
to-

marinemarine mammals taken for subsub-sub-

sistence
sub-

sistence
¬-

sistence or for making authenticauthentic-
native

authentic-
nativenative handicrafts by Indians ,
Aleuts , and Eskimos .

The Commercial fishing ex-exex-

Continued
exex-

continued

-.

(Continued on page 6)6)



MamtnalMamin'alMaminalMammal' Protection . . .
( Continued from page 1)1))

emption is for two years fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe date enactment..

These exemptions are subjectsubject-
toto regulations whichwhichinin10 the casecase-

of
case-

ofof commercial fishingflshmg will bebe-

designed
be-

designeddesigned to achieveacllleve a goal ofof-

zero
of-

zerozero mortalitymortahty of marinemaflne mammam-mam-

mals
mam-

mals
¬-

mals .

The exemptionexemphon to Indians ,

Aleuts , and Eskimos is subjectsubject-
toto restrictionsrestnct ions necessary to propro-pro-

tect
pro-

tect
¬-

tect depleteddepletedstocksstocks ofofmarinemarinemarine-
mammals

marine-
mammalsmammals .

In addition , the PribilofPnbllof IsIs-IsIs-

land
Is-

land
¬-

land fur seal program is not subsub-sub-

ject
sub-

ject
¬-

ject to the moratoriummoratonum , but thethe-

program
the-

programprogram will be studied forfor-

possIble
for-

possiblepossible modificationmodification-
Enforcement

modification-
Enforcement

modification-
EnforcementEnforcement of the Act willWIIwill-

be
!

be the jointJomt .responsibilityresponsibility._ ofof-

the
of-

thethe Commerce and InteriorInterIor-
Departments

Interior-
DepartmentsDepartments .

The proposed InteriorIntenor DeDe-De-

partment
De-

partment
¬-

partment regulations were pubpub-pub-
hshed

pub-
lished

¬-

lishedhshedhshedmlishedininm the Federal RegisterReglsler onon-

December
on-

DecemberDecember I , and by the ComCom-¬-

merce Department on December
2 . Comments from interestedinterested-
parhes

interested-
partiespartiesparhes are requested by DecemDecem-Decem-

ber
Decem-

ber
¬-

ber 15 , 1972 .

ItItIisI anticipated that tiretire-

Intenm
tire-

interiminterimIntenm regulations willwdl be propro-pro-

mulgated
pro-

mulgated
¬-

mulgated by December 21 , efef-efef-

fective
ef-

fective
¬-

fective on that date .

After the effective date thethe-

record
the-

recordrecord willWII! remainremam open forfor-

additIOnal
for-

additionaladditionaladditIOnalcommentscomments for a 60-6060-

day
60-

day
60-

day
--

day periodpenod expiringexplflng February
21,197321197321 , 1973 .

WrittenWntten comments , views , oror-

objections
or-

objectionsobjections to the proposedproposedregregreg-reg-

ulation
reg-

ulation
¬-

ulation , or , after December 15IS ,

to the interimmterim regulations ,

should be made to the DirectorDirector-
NatIOnal

Director-
NationalNational MarineManne Fisheries SerSer-Ser-

Vice

Ser-

vice

¬-

vice , NOAA , U S DepartmentDepartment-
ofof Commerce , WashingtonWashmgton , D.CDC... ,

20235 , or to the Director ,

Bureau of Sport FisheriesFlshenes andand-

WIldhfe
and-

WildlifeWildlifeWIldhfe , U.SUS. . Department of thethe-

Intenor
the-

InteriorInteriorIntenor , Washington , DCD C..
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