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Controversy Erupts Over Location
Plans for the proposed new

$2121$ million federal buildingbuilding-
were

building-
werewere becalmed in a sea ofof-

discussion
of-

discussiondiscussion as a large crowdcrowd-
turned

crowd-
turnedturned out for an all-dayallday- hearhear-hear-

ing
hear-

ing

¬-

ing inJ city council chamberschambers-
Friday

chambers-
FridayFriday .

Presiding over a six-membersixmembersixmember-
panel

sixmember-
panel

-

panel were Sens . Mike GravelGravel-

and
Gravel-

andand Ted Stevens . Panel membersmembers-
and

members-
andand the senators heard testitesti-testi-

monies

¬.-

monies from 18 people , includinclud-includ-

ing

includ-

ing

¬-

ing Fairbanks Mayor HaroldHarold-

Gillam
Harold-

GillamGillam , City Manager WallisWallis-

Draz
Wallis-

DrozDrozDraz and representatives fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe East Side NeighborhoodNeighborhood-
Association

Neighborhood-
AssociationAssociation .

That a new federal building ,

perhaps a complex housinghousing-
government

housing-
governmentgovernment offices at all levels ,

is needed appeared to be the oneone-

idea
one-

ideaidea that nearly everyone acac-acac-

cepted
¬.-

cepted . Controversy arose overover-

the
over-

thethe location .

The 9.292. acre site east ofof-

Noble
of-

NobleNoble Street came under heavyheavy-

attack
heavy-

attackattack from nearly everyoneeveryone-
there

everyone-
therethere , particularly the East SideSide-

orgaOlzation
Side-

organizationorganizationorgaOlzation . The main obob-obob-

jection
¬.-

jection was that putting thethe-

complex
the-

complexcomplex there wouldwouldmeanmeanmean-

razing
mean-

razingrazing 52 homes and uprootinguprooting-
more

uprooting-
moremore than 200 people . OnlyOnly-

Contlnu

Only-

Continued( ContinuedContlnu on pa9epagep 6)6)
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the Chamber of Commerce andand-

borough
and-

boroughboroughboroughoff.alsboroughofficialsofficialsoff.alsoffals..; . favored thethe-

locatIOn
the-

locationlocation .

Alternate sites were suggestedsuggested-
m

suggested-
ininm the Weeks Field area nearnear-

Airport
near-

AirportAirport Way and in the vacantvacant-
lot

vacant-
lotlot south of J.CJCJ . C Penney'sPenneys' .

George Easley , representingrepresentmgrepresentmg-
the

representing-
thethe governor'sgovernors' office , testifiedtestified-
first

testified-
firstfirst.. Noting that architectsarcllltectsarcllltects-
have

architects-
havehave been retainedretamed , he said theythey-

were
they-

werewere prepared to go ahead andand-

could
and-

couldcould probably put out plansplans-

inin June .

"ItIt" would certainly provideprovide-
advantages

provide-
advantagesadvantages for citizens attemptattempt-attempt-
mg

attempti-
ng

¬-

ingmg to do business with thethe-

government
the-

governmentgovernment ififallall business werewere-

centrally
were-

centrallycentrally located ," he said .

Borough Chairman JohnJohn-
Carlson

John-
CarlsonCarlson favored the central spotspot-

"In
spot-

"In
spot-

"In"InIn" Fairbanks , federalfederalofficesofficesoffices-
arc

offices-
arearearc scattered over a wide areaarea-

A

area-

AA new buildingbuildingwouldwouldwouldImproveimproveImprove-
efficiency

improve-
efficiencyefficiency and create jobs andand-

new
and-

newnew businessbusmess opportunities .

Other businessbusmess would be attractattract-attract-
ed

attract-
ed

¬-

ed , " he said .,

"II" see nothing but goodgood-

commg
good-

comingcomingcommg from this buildingbUlldmg andand-

would
and-

wouldwould encourage itIt.. Basically ,

there is a feelingfeehng that it shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe in the core area ," he added .

Mayor Gillam , while favoringfavormgfavormg-

construction
favoring-

constructionconstruction of the building ,

objected to "displacingdisplacing"dlsplacmgdlsplacmg" peoplepeople-
who

people-
whowho have made their homeshomes-
there

homes-
therethere ( on the East Side ) .."" Helielie-

also
lie-

alsoalso proposed the Weeks FieldField-

area
Field-

areaarea , as it is near major traffictraffic-
artenes

traffic-
arteriesarteriesartenes and close to the complexcom.plexcom.plex-

conslstmg
complex-

consisting
.

consistingconslstmg of the present statestate-

bUlldmg
state-

buildingbuildingbUlldmg , MUS , and the policepolice-

and
police-

andand fire stations .

Gillam , along with severalseveral-

others
several-

othersothers , felt that a central lolo-lolo-

cation
lo-

cation
¬-

cation would do more harmharm-

than
harm-

thanthan good . Ice fog and traffictraffic-
congestIOn

traffic-
congestioncongestion were two reasonsreasons-

given
reasons-

givengiven againstagamst suchsuchaa spot andand-

he

and-

liehelie said , "It'llItll" ' be over my deaddead-

body
dead-

bodybody that this plan will gogo-

'through
go-

through'throughthrough'' .
"

CC.. W . Baer , ChamberChamher ofof-

Commerce
of-

CommerceCommerce representative , enen-enen-

dorsed
en-

dorsed
¬-

dorsed the new buildingbulldmg , sayingsaysaying-
that

109109-

thatthat a new and better courtcourt-
system

court-
systemsystem was greatly needed TheThe-

Nahve
The-

NativeNativeNahve Land Claims act willwill-

reqUIre

will-

requirerequire expanded agency roomroom-

m

room-

ininm Fairbanks , he stated . Also ,

the town is growing and officeoffice-

space
office-

spacespace is on the short side .

Mrs . Alice Wilson , chairmanchairman-
ofof the East Side association ,

protested being taken intomto urbanurban-

renewal
urban-

renewalrenewalrenewalwithoutwithout knowingknowmgknowmgwhatknowingwhatwhatwhat-

was
what-

waswas happening .

"TheThe" people havehwe: a constituconstitu-constitut-

IOnal
constitu-

tional
¬-

tionaltIOnalnghttionalrightrightnght to privacypnvacy . TheThe-

government
The-

governmentgovernment has the constituconstltuconstitu-constitu-
tional

¬.-

tionaltlonaltlonalresponslblhtytionalresponsibilityresponsibilityresponslblhty to inform ,"
she said , quoting from Sen .

Gravel'sGravels'' book , CitizenClh7en PowerPower-

Other
Power-

Other
Power-

OtherOther East SideSde citizenscitizens-
spol.e

citizens-
spokespokespol-.espol.espol.ee-. on the already-badalreadybad- polpol-polpol-

lutIOn
pol-

lution
¬-

lution problem , the possibilitypossibilIty-
ofof relocating the mammain postpost-

office
post-

officeoffice and quality of lifehfe herehere-

m

here-

ininm FairbanksFaubanks as opposed to thatthat-

m

that-

ininm the lower 48 .

Celia Hunter , co-ownercoowner- andand-

operator
and-

operatoroperator of Camp Denali ,. saidsaidt-

111s

said-

thisthist111s proposalproposalISis like the ArmyArmy-

inin Vietnam saying .
"WeWe" had toto-

destroy
to-

destroydestroy the town to save itIt.. "
Speaking for Howard Rock ,

editor of the Tundra Times , waswas-

Frank
was-

FrankFrank Murphy . HelieIle said thatthat-

Rock
that-

RockRock was inm total support of thethe-

project

the-

projectproject because of what it rcp-rcprep-reprcp-

scnts
rep-

sents
rep-

sents

-

scntssents in terms of employmentemployment-
andand because it would help thethe-

Natives
the-

NativesNatives . Helie continued thatthat-

Rock
that-

RockRock hoped money could bebe-

allocated

be-

allocatedallocated for an Alaskan NativeNatIve-

motif
Native-

motifmotif to10 express individuality .

And he concluded by sayingsaying-

that
saying-

thatthat if Fairbanks did not want

the buildingbUlldll1g , it couldcouldalwaysalways bebe-

relocated
be-

relocatedrelocated inIII PointPomt Hope1I0pe .

After several more witnesseswltneswitnesses-
had

ss-

hadhad testified , Sen . GravelGravel-

brought
Gravel-

broughtbrought the hearingheanng to a close .

"We'reWere" ' not goinggomg to dodo-

somethlOg
do-

somethingsomethingsomethlOg thatthJt wouldould violateviolate-

the
violate-

thethe interestsmterests of a largelargelumbernumber/lumberlumberlumber-
of

number-
of

/
of people ,

,"" helie said .

HelieIle added , "WhatWhat" mechanismsmechanIsms-
will

mechanisms-
willwill be used , I'mIm'' not sure , butbut-

they
but-

theytheytheywillwill be publicpubhc mechanisms ,

I can assureassurassure you .
"

Helie concluded by suggestingsuggestmgsuggestmg-
that

suggesting-
thatthat city and boroughboroughoffboroughofficialsofficialsoffofficials-
send

clabclab-

sendsend himhml suggestions for thethe-

bUlldmg's
the-

building'sbuilding'sbuildingsbUlldmg'sbUlldmgs' location . A studystudy-
would

study-
wouldwould then be mademJde to arrivearrive-
.It

arrive-

atat.ItIt. a final decision .


