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When

MURPHY-

WhenWhen a language dies , shouldshould-

anyone
should-

anyoneanyone mourn its passing ? TheThe-

people
The-

peoplepeople who spoke it now havehave-

learned
have-

learnedlearned a more popular tongue .

Supposedly , they can comcom-com-

municate
¬.-

municate more freely with thethe-

world
the-

worldworld about them . It seems toto-

be
to-

bebe a good thing , a leaving bebe-bebe-

hind
¬.-

hind of an unnecessary burden .

Yet , what if these peoplepeople-
have

people-
havehave no written history and theirtheir-

traditions
their-

traditionstraditions and culture are lockedlocked-

in
locked-

inin the minds ofofoldold men , whowho-

speak
who-

speakspeak comfortablycomf rtably only in theirtheir-

native
their-

nativenative tongue ?

What if their young peoplepeople-
find

people-
rindfindrind themselves strangers in theirtheir-

own
their-

ownown landlandandand cannot draw comcom-com-

fort
com-

fort
¬-

fort and wisdom from their eldeld-eldeld-

ers

¬.-

ers because of a languagelangudge bar-bar-

rlerrier?
What happens to the pride ofof-

a

of-

aa people when their languagelanguage-

and
language-

andand customs are discardeddiscardedasasas-

outmoded
as-

outmodedoutmoded and useless ? PerhapsPerhaps-
what

Perhaps-
whatwhat seemed like a burden , willwill-

become

will-

becomebecome a treasure once it is tootoo-

late
too-

latelate to recover it .

Koyukon Athabascan is a lanIanlan-lanlan-

guage

¬.-

guage on its deathbed . SpokenSpoken-
irregularly

Spoken-
irregularlyirregularly along the KoyukukKoyukuk-
and

Koyukuk-
andand Yukon Rivers from Allaka-AllakaAtfaka-AtfakaAllaka-

ket
Atfaka-

ket

-.

ket and Stevens Village downdown-down-

river

¬.-

river to KaltagKallag , it was formerlyformerly-
the

formerly-
thethe most widespread form ofof-

Athabascan

of-

AthabascanAthabascan in Alaska .

The 7,5007500, Indians , who shareshare-

its
share-

itsits heritage , belong to a groupgroup-

wlllch
group-

whichwhichwlllch includes numerous tribestribes-

in
tribes-

inin Canada , as well as the ApacheApache-

and
Apache-

andand Navajo in10 the lower 48 .

Over the last fifty years , an

educational system based on thethe-

exclusive
the-

exclusiveexclusive use of EnglishEng/ishEngishEngishandEnglishand/ andandaand-

tidal
and-

tidal
a

tidal wave of other anti-AthaantiAthaanu-Athaanuanti-Atha-antiAtha-
bascan

- ¬.-
bascan influences have , inm effect ,

destroyed the language .

Now , no one under twenty-twentytwenty-
five

twenty-
five

twenty-
five

-

five speaks Koyukon AthabasAthabas-Athabas-
can

¬.-

can , andandonlyonly those over fiftytiftytifty-

are
fifty-

areare truly proficient .

Over the last few years , aa-

movement
a-

movementmovement has developed to10 savesave-

the
save-

thethe language . Just two1woIwo peoplepeople-

started
people-

startedstarted it all . David Henry , whowho-

had
who-

hadhad compiledcompiledaa Koyukon dictdict-dict-

ionary
dict-

ionary

¬-

ionary and primer for a linghngling-ling-

uistics

¬.-

uistics institute , was asked byby-

Sally
by-

SallySally Hudson , an AthabascanAthabascan-
woman

Athabascan-
womanwoman , born in Rampart andand-

now
and-

nownow living in Fairbanks , if hehe-

would
he-

wouldwould be willing to holdholdclassesclassesclasses-

in
classes-

inin her home to eachleachteach( Athabas-

Continued

Athabas-AthabasAthabas-

Contlnuio

-.-

( ContlnuioContinued on page 6)66/)/
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can .

Sally rounded up eight interinter-inter-

ested
inter-

ested
¬-

ested people and they met forfmfm-

an
for-

anan hour and a half once a week .

Sally diddidItit because "ItIt" frightfnght-fnghtfright-fnght-
ened

fright-

ened
¬-

ened me to10 see our languagelanguage-
d

language-
dyingdyingd mg out and so much else dydy-dydy-

mg
dy-

ing

¬-

ingmg withwllhwllhItwithititIt..
"

From the start , Dave HenrylIenrylIenry-
did

Henry-

diddiddidnotnot want to teach just thethe-

language
the-

languagelanguage butbul stressed learninglearning-
the

learning-
thethe method by whichwhichItit could bebe-

recorded
be-

recordedrecorded .

"MostMost" of my students speakspeal-spealspeal-
Athabascan

speak-

Athabascan
-.

Athabascan better than I dodo-

But
do-

ButBut I'mIm'' tryingtrymg to give technicaltechnical-
assistance

technical-
assistanceassistance , so that they can writewrite-
Itit in10 a systematic way and soso-

that
so-

thatthat they have the tools toto-

wnte
to-

writewritewnte anythinganytlllng in10 the languageIJnguageIJnguage-

and
language-

andand preserve itII..
"

Prior to thistIllS , there hadIIJd beenbeen-

no
been-

nono writtenwntten Athabascan that acac-acac-

curately
ac-

curately
¬-

curately represented the spokenspol-.enspol.enspol.enenspol.en-
language

spoken-
language

-.
language .

These1 hese small privatepnva/epnvae/ classesclJsclasses-

continued
cScS-

contmuedcontinuedcontmued for two yearsyeJrs , untiluntlluntll-

the
until-

thethe FairbanksFalfb.lllksFalfblllks. Native CommunCommun-Commun-
Ity

Commun-
ity

¬-

ity Center offered the use ofofIbofitsitsIbIb-
faclhty

its-

facilityfacilityfaclhty to holdholdanan expandedexpanded-
three

expanded-
threethree hour sessionse slon on011 a weeklyweekly-

basis
eeldyeeldy-

basIsbasis .

The initiallllitial responsere pon C'> waswa enen-enen-

thusiastic
en-

thusiastic
¬-

thusiastic , withwllh twenty or moremore-

people
more-

peoplepeople attendingattendmg each classclass-

However
class-

HoweverHowever , constant shifts of timelimelime-

and
time-

andand location mademJde necessary byby-

demands
by-

demandsdemands of other activities inmm-

the
in-

thethe heavily used Native Center ,

severely hampered the programprogram-
This

program-
TIllS

program-
ThisThisTIllS was most damagingdamagmg toto-

thethele younger students , who hadhad-

no
had-

nono previous experienceexpenence withwllh thethe-

language
the-

languagelanguage
languageHavinglanguageHavmg

HavingHavmg discovered that therethere-

was
there-

waswas widespreadwidespreadInterestinterest in1/11/ learnlearn-learn-

ing

¬.-

ing109 Athabascan , Henry decideddecided-
toto apply for federal funding toto-

start
to-

startstart a bi-lingua\bilinguabl-IInguJ\blIInguJbi-linguabilinguaprogramblIInguJprogram- \!} program 'nn' n thethe-

schoolsschoolschouls of the Koyukon regionregion-
A

region-
A

region-
AA proposal was writtenwfltten andand-

submitted
and-

submittedsubmitted to the Title I boardboard-

of
board-

ofof the Department of Health ,

Education and WelfareWelfJre JohnJohn-

Sackett
John-

SackettSackett , president of TananaTanana-
Ch

Tanana-
ChiefsChiefsCh II: fs Regional Corporation ,

andandaa member of the StateState-

Senate
State-

SenateSenate , used his politicalpohtlcJIpoliticalinfluinfluInllu-Inlluinflu-Inllu-

ence
influ-

ence

¬-

ence to back the proposalproposal-
AsAs Henry says , "ItIt"II" t was Sack-SackSack-

ell
Sack-

ett
Sack-

ett
-

ellett who golgOIgot people on the ballball-

for
ball-

forfor thistillS program . Without thethe-

support
the-

supportsupport of powerful groups likelike-

Tanana
like-

TananaTanana Chiefs , the Indians mightmight-

be
might-

bebe overlookedoverlookedenoverlookedentirelyentirelyen ttrely becausebecause-
they're

because-
they'rethey'retheyre' so small numericallynurnencally .

.""
The program includes a sixSI-

Xweek

six-

weekweek trainingt ratnang session for bibi-bibi-

lingual
bi-

lingual
¬-

linguallingualinstructorsinstructorsmstruclors , the estabestab-estab-

lishment
estab-

lishment
¬-

lishment of AthabascanAtlabascan: classesclasses-

Inin the State Operated SchoolsSchoobSchoob-
at

Schools-
atat Nulato , Koyukuk , andandllushaandllusha-
by

HushaHusha-

byby Jan . I , 1973I )7373<) , and the printprint-print-

Ing

print-

ing

¬-

ing of an alphabet book , a syllasyllJ-syllJsylla-¬-

ble book , mtermedialclI1termediatcIntermediate primerspnmerspnmers-
and

primers-
andand pre-primerspreprimerspre-pnmerspnmers- , andandanan expandexpand-expand-
ed

¬.-

ed dictionary to be usedusedinin111 thethe-

future
the-

futurefuture , as the program developsdevelops-
aa secondary levellevel-

Seven
level-

Seven
level-

SevenSeven days before the traintramtrain-train-

ing

¬.-

ing session was to beginbegll1 , HenryHenry-

received
Henry-

receivedreceivedreceivedwordword that the fundingt'undmgtundmgt'undmg-

had
funding-

had
'

had been approvedapproved-
Those

approved-
Those

approved-
ThoseThose "approvedapproved" kindslundfunds., "

wouldwouldnotnot be convertedcollvertedconvertedintointomtomto-

cold
into-

coldcold cash for somesonic timeI1me toto-

come
to-

comecome , soo with nothingnotillng moremore-

than
more-

thanthan a travel voucher anddnddnd.Inandanan.InIn.In-

optimistic
an-

optimistic

.
optimistic outlook , DaveDJve HenryHenry-

v

henry-
visitedvisitedvtedv/v/ /tedted/ the villagesvllJgcs, involvedInvolvedIIIinvolvedininIIIII-

Iorder
in-

orderorder to recruit instructorsInstructors-
More

instructors-
MoreMore applicantsappllcants than necessarynecessary-
responded

necessary-
respondedresponded and the villagevllIJge councoun-coun-

cils
coun-

cils
¬-

cils had to decide quickly whichwhich-

of
which-

ofof the applicants would behe chocho-cho-

sen
¬.-

sen to participate inm the propro-pro-

gram
pro-

gram
¬-

gram .

The instructors-to-beinstructorstobemstructors-to-bemstructors- - flew intnin-inin-

to
¬.-

to Fairbanksr31rbanks and , somewhatsomewhJtsomewhJ-
tfamhar

somewhat-
familiarfamiliarfam/harfamhar/ withWillwitha! a cashless econoecono-econo-
my

econo-
my

¬-

my , managed to scratch up houshoulions-lionslions-

ing

., ¬.-

inglng , transportationtransportdtlon aridJndand materialmJterlJImJterlJI-
and

material-
andand begin the trainingt raining sessionesslon ,.

whilewhlle stilltlll availingawaitingJ Jll1llg the arrivalamvJI otofof-

federal
of-

federalfederalfederalmoneymoneymoney-
The

money-
The

money-
TheThe coursecuurse alsoJbo attractedJtlr.tctedJtlrtctedJtlr.tcted.tattractedaattracted-

number
. a.tt..-

tnumbernumber of01 AthabascansAthJbascan fromfrom-

Falrbanl.s
from-

FairbanksFairbanksFalrbanl-.sFalrbanl.sFalrbanl.ss-. , somesOlllesonic of whom ,. like"I-.eI.e"II.ee"I.e-

Sally
like-

Sally
" -.

Sally Hudson , hadhJd been studytudy-tudystudy-study-

ing

tudy-

mg
¬-

ingmg the language for severalseveral-

years
several-

yearsyears .

AccordingAccordmg totu HenrylIenry , "EnEn"InIn"En-"En-

thusiasm

" : ¬.-

thusiasmthuslasm keeps"eepseeps," the programprogram-

movmg
program-

movingmovingmovmg ahead , despite all drawdrJw-drJwdraw-drJw-

backs
draw-

backs
¬-

backs .
"

Thefhe students range Ironitromfront aa-

greatgrandmother
a-

greatgrandmothergreat-grandmothergreatgrandmother- to teen-agersteenagers- ,

but at the endendofofofsevenseven hours iniiiIn-

the
iii-

thethe class room ,. "nobodynobody" isI ' tiredtired-

or
tired-

oror bored ".
Speaking to John KiloKlto ,. DirDIr-DI-

rcctor
Dir-

ector
¬-

ectorcctor of Bi-lmgualBilmgualBI-hngualhngualBr-lingualBrlingual- ProgramsPrugr.ullsPrugrulls. lortorfortor-

State
for-

StateState Operated SchoolsSchoub , itII wouldwouldS-

CC'1Il

would-

seemseemSCC'1IlSCC1Il' that most of the program'sprogramsprogram's-
problems

program's-
problems

'

problems are behindbchllldbchllldItbehinditit KitoKltoKilo ,

who is responsible fortot impleImple-Imple-

mentatIOn
imple-

mentation
¬-

mentation of the Atrubj'icanAtrubjicanAthabascanAlllJhJ ' Jn BiB-BBi-BiB-

lingual
Bi-

lingual
, ¬-

lingual Program , cxpalmedexpJllnedexpahded thatth.ttthttth.tt-

the
that-

thedelay
.

thethedelaythe-delaythedelay-delaydelay.delJYdelJY-. intn paymentpJyment had beenheenheen-

due
been-

duedue to bookkeepingboul-.I-.eeplngboulI.eeplngboul.II.eeplngeeplng-. -. problemsproblems-
mherent

problems-
inherentinherentmherent with a new programprogram-
Hen

program-
HenceforthHenceforthHen cfonh , fundsfund should flownm\nmnownm-

smoothly
now-

smoothly
\

smoothly . KitoKltoKilo sees a brightbrtghtbrtght-
future

bright-
futurefuture for Koyukon AthabascanAthapascanAthabascan-

"The

AAthapascan-

"The

thaba can

"TheThe" program itselfIt ellellISis a greatgreat-
IIlIng

great-
thingthingIIlIng It'sIts' strong nownuw and itIt111will\\111111will-

get
\ 11-

1getget strongertrongcr if the bush peoplepeoplcpeoplc-

let
people-

letlet everyone know that bi-imgualbiimgualbJ-lmgualbJlmgualbi-linguallingualbJlmgual-
educatIOn

bilingual-
education

--
education is a need , a wanlwant andand-

that
and-

thatthat they deserve to have it "
Dave HenrylIenryilenry andatld Sally HudsonlIudonIludsonlIudIludson-
also

onon-

alsoalso hope a combinedcombllled languagelanguJgelanguJge-

and
language-

andandandculturandcultureculturecultur" course could be dede-dede-

veloped
de-

veloped
¬-

veloped in the urbanurhanurhanlIghhigh/lIghlIghhigh-

schools
/lIgh-

schoolsschools , where young AthabasAthabas-Athabas-
cans

Athabas-
cans

¬-

cans are almost completely cutcut-

off
cut-

offoff from theirIhelr heritagehertta e .


