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Author Evaluates Caliber of Native Leaders

By THOMAS RICHARDS , JR .
t( eco Copyright 1972 by ThomatThomasThomas-
R

Thomas-
RichardsRRichardsItohirdschards! ,, Jr .),)

SETTLEMENTSETT EMENT - PART SEVENSEVEN-

EDITOR'S

SEVEN-

EDITOR'S( EDITOR'SEDITORS' NOTENOrE : Due toto-

unavoidable
to-

unavoidableunavoidable delays , ThomasThomas-
Richards

Thomas-
RichardsRichards , Jr'sJrsJJrr..

'-

s
s' series on landland-

claims
land-

claimsclaims settlement were delayed . )

OLONGAPO CITY , R.PRP. . -
Washington'sWashingtonsWaslungton'sWaslungtons' wateringwatenng holes locklock-

up
lock-

upup at 2:00200:: A.MAM. . Among thethe-

best
the-

bestbest places to satisfy an appetiteappellteappellte-
generated

appetite-
generatedgenerated after a night'snightsmght'smghts'' enterenter-enter-

tainment
enter-

tainment
¬-

tainment arearc the restaurantsrestaurant ofof-

Clunatown
of-

ChinatownChinatownClunatown . At one such eses-eses-

tablishment
es-

tablishment
¬-

tablishment on "HH" " Street , thethe-

food
the-

foodfoodfoodISis good but the lighting isI-

Sgrotesque
is-

grotesquegrotesque .

HereIIere late one spring eveningevenmgevenmg-

In

evening-

inin 1971 , in light turningturnll1g facesfaces-

the
faces-

thethe color of men searchingsearchmgsearchmg-
DEW

searching-
DEWDEW LineLme radar scopes , DonDunDon-

Wnght
Dun-

WrightWrightWnght and I discussed the hardhard-hard-

ships
hard-

ships

¬-

ships he enduredenduredasas president ofof-

AFN
of-

AFNAFN
AFNWrightAFNWnght

WrightWnght explainedexplamed some ofof-

many
of-

manymany defensive tactics which heliehe-

employed
lie-

employedemployedemployedmemployedinmin an attempt toto-

maintain
to-

maintainmaintain a gripgnp upon the AFNAFN-

They
AFN-

TheyThey includedIOcludedIOcludedaincludedaa multitude ofof-

Job

of-

jobjobJoboffersoffers spread among thosethose-

from
those-

fromfrom whom he required assisassIs-assIs-

tance
assis-

tance

¬-

tance .

WrightWnght was an unorthodoxunorthodox-
leader

unorthodox-
leaderleader who further perplexed hisIusIus-

observers
his-

observersobservers . Helie was capable ofof-

elequent
of-

elequenteloquentelequent statements on behalfbehalf-
of

behalf-
ofof the NativeNallve positionposilion beforebefore-

Vlce.Presldent
before-

VicePresidentVice-PresidentVicePresidentVlce.PresldentVlcePresldent-. Agnew , and atat-

the
at-

thethe same time capable ofof-

alIenatlOg
of-

alienatingalienatingalIenatlOg the chairman of thethe-

IIouse
the-

houseHouseIIouse Interior Committee - anan-

unfortunate
an-

unfortunateunfortunate occurrence whichwhich-

reqUired
which-

requiredrequired Congressman BegichBeglch toto-

Increase

to-

increaseincrease his11Is exhaustive pace in101-

0order

in-

orderorder to keep the land claims billbill-

ahve
bill-

alivealiveahve during the summer of 19711971-

He
1971-

He
1971-

HeHe energetically roamedroamed-

Capitol
roamed-

CapitolCapitol HillHIli and the nation toto-

lobby
to-

lobbylobby for the settlement , but

apparently failed to keep thethe-

AFN
the-

AFNAFN boardboardofof directors informinform-inform-
ed

inform-
ed

¬-

ed of his actions . Reportedly ,

Wright offered to forego hishis-

salary
his-

salarysalary and livehve on an expenseexpense-
account

expense-
accountaccount , but insisted uponupon-

travelIng
upon-

travelingtraveling firstfJSt[ class and dining in101-

0expensive

in-

expensiveexpensive restaurants .

Wright billed himselfIllmselfIllmselfashimselfasas aa-

crusader
a-

crusadercrusader for the rightsngh ts of AlaskaAlaska-

Natives
Alaska-

NativesNatives livingIIvmg in10 modest villages ,

but spent funds from theirthCIr oror-or-or-

galllzJtions
or-

ganizations
¬-

ganizationsgalllzJtions to financefmance an exex-exex-

penSIVe

ex-

pensive

¬-

pensive lifestyle totally alien toto-

theirs
to-

theirstheirs . When 1I began thistills seriessenes ,

1IIintendedintendedIOtended on devoting a goodgood-

portIOn
good-

portionportion ofofItit towardtowardcommentcommentcomment-comment-
ary

comment-
ary

¬-

ary on WrightWnght..

But ,. his constituents evidenteVident-eVident-

ly
evident-

ly

¬-

ly became disenchanteddlsenchan ted withWI th hisIllSIllS-

brand
his-

brandbrand of leadershipleadersllJp and causedcaused-

his
caused-

hishis replacement That ,, inm itself ,,
may be sufficient commentary ,

and there are other leadersleaders-

deservlllg
leaders-

deservingdeservingdeservlllg ofofrecognltofrecognitionrecognitionrecognition-

For

recognltrecognition-

For

Ion

For some , it is a professionprofessIOn-

ToTo others , It|, t is a duty unun-unun-

avoidably
un-

avoidably
¬-

avoidably requiringreqUirlOg hardshipshardships-
and

hardships-
andand personal sacrificesacnf ce . OneOne-

thmg
One-

thingthingthmg for certaincertam , as the currentcurrent-
controversy

current-
controversycontroversy shows , it is impossImposs-Imposs-
Ible

imposs-
ible

¬-

ible for an Alaska Native to callcall-

It

call-

itit quits once helie is designated asaasas-

a

>

a leader..

As thankless as the job maymay-

seem
may-

seemseem now , it was much lessless-

attracllve
less-

attractiveattractiveattracllve priorpnor to the settlesettle-settle-

ment
settle-

ment
¬-

ment , and earlyearlyin-inin-' 10 the landland-

battle
land-

battlebattle , Alaska Native leadersleaderleaders-

couldcould be expected to derive littlelittle-

satisfactIOn
little-

satisfactionsatisfaction for their laborsIJbors .

ItI t is a difficult thingthmg toto-

"type
to-

"type"typetype"" " the leadersleJdcrs who emergedemerged-
toto guide the Alaska Native landIJndIJnd-

clamlS
land-

claimsclaimsclamlS effort.. They arearc asJSJS-

diverse
as-

diversediverse as areJre the regions ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska . HoweverIIowever , Native affairsaffairs-

are
affairs-

areare no more immune to politicspohllcspohllcs-
than

politics-
thanthan any other field when stakesstakes-

are
stakes-

areare high , and two groups generalgeneral- ¬-

lyIy opposed each other withinwlthlllwlthlll-

the
within-

thethe Alaska Federation ofof-

Natives
of-

NativesNatives .

Emil NottiN tti , first presidentpresident-
and

president-
andand president emeritusementus Off thethe-

AFN
the-

AFNAFNAFNISis aJ trainedtramed electronicselectromcelectronics-
engineerengineerengmeer.. Helie has scuttled thethe-

years
the-

yearsyears of trainingtrammg required for hisIusIus-

professIOn
his-

professionprofession in order to betterbetter-
serve

better-
serveserve InsIushis people .. I count LmilLmllLmrl ,

an Athabascan , to be amongJmong thethe-

most
the-

mostmost sinceresmcere and humble menmen-

have

II-

havehave bverevcrover metl11et.. Helie saw thethe-

claIms
the-

claimsclaims as a possiblepmslblepmslbleolutlOnsolution\olutlOnolutlOn\ toto-

the

to-

thethe severe problemsproblell1 of poverty ,

disease , and education thatthJI havehJvehJve-

plagued
have-

plaguedplagued AlaskaAIJ.JAIJ \.J.J\. NativesNatlveNatives-

Notti
Natives-

NottiNottiNot II also reah/edreahedreah7ed/ that thethe-

mJustlce

the-

injusticeinjusticemJustlce present duringdurmg tins1mthis1m-

country's
this-

country's
!

country'scountrys' dealingsdeJlmgs with AmeriAmenAmeri-Ameri-

can

¬.-

canCJn IndiansIndlJn , need not behe repeatedrepeated-
with

repeated-
withwith AbskaAIJ.JAlatikaAIJ \.J.J\. NativesNallves WorkingWor\.mgWor.mgWor.mgmgWor.mg-
closely

Working-

closely
\.

closelycloselywithwith himhllnfilm were NativeNative-

leJJers
Native-

leadersleadersleJJers John Borbndgel3orhndge , WillieWliheWlihe-

IIensley
Willie-

HensleyHensleyIIensley , LbenUen HopsonlIopson , AlAt Ket/-KetKetl-KetlKet-

ler

Ket-

ler
Ketl-

ler
/ -

ler and Flore LekanofLe\lOofLelOofLekanof-
Donald

LelOof-
UonJld

Lekanof-
Donald

\. ,

DonaldUonJld R Wright succeededucceededsucceeded-
Notti

ucceeded-
NottlNottiNottl as AFN presidentpreSlllent in10 19701970-

Wright
1970-

WrightWright , bornhorn in111 Nenana , was aa-

former
a-

formerformer constructionconstrucl1on contractorcontracontractor-
in

tor
in10 Fairbanksralrbanks andJnd AnchorageAnchorJgeAnchorJge-
The

Anchorage-
TheThe true solution to the propro-pro-

blems
¬.-

blems otof AlaskaAI.lskaAIlska. Natives , thoughtthought-
Wright

thought-
WrightWright , would behe found in thethe-

economic
the-

economiceconomic and political powerpower-

amassed
power-

amassedamassed by NativesNJtlves alterafterat ter thethe-

settlement
the-

settlementsettlement .. In his1m thinkingthlllklllg ,.

settlement proceedsproceedsvould\vouldvouldwould\. ould turnturnturn-

NJtlves
turn-

NativesNativesNJtlves intomto instantIIIstant corporationcorporation-
execul1ve

corporation-
executivesexecutivesexecul1ve Concurring in111 thistlmtlm-

approach
this-

approachapproach were Fredrred BismurkBismark .,

HarrylIarry CarterCdrter , RayRJY ChristensenChmtensen .,

and George Miller RatherRJther thanthJIlthJIl-

plJnnlng
than-

planningplanningplJnnlng strategystrJtegy for the fightfight-

on
fight-

onon CapitolCJpltolC Jpltol HilllIill , Wright oftenofoften-

battled
telltell-

bJttledbattledbJttled NottiNottl over restrictionsre\lnctlomrelnctlomrelnctlom-
on

restrictions-
on

\
on the use of01 the claimsclJlm land1IIId1IIId-

Jnd
land-

and
,

andJnd money HelielieWJwasWJ\WJWJa\ a power-powerpower-

horse
power-

horse
power-

horse
-

horse in111 AlaskaAIJI-.JAIJI.JAIJI.JJ,-. ,. andandrenlJlnedandremainedremainedrenlJlnedrenlJlned-
a

remained-
aa powerhorse when he arrivedJrrlvedarrived-

inm111in WashingtonWashlllgtonWashingtonInWashlllgtonIn
In WashingtonWahlllgton, , Wright rere-rere-

peatedly
re-

peatedly
¬-

peatedly forced the issueIissue-

Fortunately
ueue-

FortunatelyFortunately , the machinerynlJchlOery hadhddhdd-

been
had-

beenbeen well oiled by friends of thethe-

Natives
the-

NativesNatives in111 WashingtonWJslungton , andJnd thethe-

longreS
the-

CongressCongresslongreS\longreSlongreSacted\ acted favorablyf.lVorablyflVorablyfavorably-
There

f.lVorably-

There
favorably-

There

.
There were independentsIIIdependenbIIIdependenbJ-

nHJI1g
independents-

amongamongJnHJI1g the NativeNJtlve leadersleJder\leJderleadenleadersvholeJder.110\ \vhovho.110110sshusshu-

acted
\. .11-

0actedacted not out otof basicbJ IC philosopllllmo-pllllmophilisu-philisupllllmo-
pllle

philisu-
phies

¬-

phiespllle , buthilt largelylngelylngelyoullargelyout, outoul otofofreglonJIofregionalregionalreglonJIreglonJI-

IIIterest
regional-

interestsinterestsIIIterest on nearlyneJrl } every issue'lIClICissue-
Cecil

' 'lIC-
CecIl 'Cecil BarnesJrne\JrneJrneAlice\ ,. Alice BrownBnmn .,

Frankrran\rranI-rankIrankrranDegnJn- \. DcgnanDegnJnDegnan ,. Charles(, h.ule\h.uleh.uleI. \ Idward-Idwarddward-dwardIdward-
sen

I d.nddnddward-

sen

. . -.

sen ,. Jr , and Joe UpicksounUpICOUIlUpIC\UpIC\. OUIl cancallcall-

be

call-

bebe countedcountedamongamong thesethe
. .

e Of0101-

the

Of-

thesethesethe ,. CharlieCharlie1took"LtookLtook-1-took1took"- - " Ldward-LdwardldwJrd-ldwJrdLdward-
sen

ldwJrd-
sen

Ldward-
sen

-

sen , from BarrowBJrrow , is the youngyoung-young-
est

¬.-

este t and the most experiencedexperIencedIninIn-

the
in-

thethe Native claimsclJlms issueI sue Ldward-LdwardLdward-
sen

ldward-
en

Ldward-
sen

-

senen began to explore prospectsprmpecbprmpecb-
for

prospects-
forfor congressional action in10 I961919601960-

lie
() (()>

Helie often chastisedcha > tlsed NativeNatIve-

leaders
Native-

leadersleaders for beingbelOg too cautiouscautious-
and

cautious-
andand too modest in10 their dede-dede-

mand
de-

mands

¬-

mandsmand HisIlls contactscontact , in111 WashingWashing-WWashing-

ton
J llIng-llIngllIng-

ton

¬-

ton and throughout the countrycountry-
contlOue

country-
continuecontinuecontlOue to ama/eamaeama/cc/ me WhenWhen-

tr
When-

travelingtravelingtr Jveling anywhere with. , th Charlie ,.

helie never failedailedtailedf to di.stoverdistoverdiM-overdiMoverdiscover.- aJJ-

good

a-

goodgood friendfnendfriendnnin111nn thethe110,1most/110,1110,11101/ , oboh-ohoh-

scure

oh-

scure

¬-

scure places When the StateStlteStlte-
of

State-

of
,

of AlaskaAIJ\kaAIJka\ conductedco.nductedcoatductedco.nductedItcoatductedits. itsIt billionbilliollbillioll-

dolldf
billion-

dollardollardolldf leaseleJ e saleale in10 SeptemberSeptemher
1969 , Ldwardsenldward en led a groupgroup-

of
group-

ofof young NativesNJtve, in protestprote\tprotetprotet-
ou

protest-
outside

\
outsideou tSlde of Anchorage'sAnchoragesAnt/wrageAntwrage/ '\ SidenySlSideny-

Lawrence
enyeny-

LawrenceLawrence Auditorium , carryingcarrcarrying-
placards

> IIIgIII-
gplacardplacardsplacard which read , "twotwo" bilbil-bilbil-

lIon

bil-

hon

¬-

lionhon dollar NativeNJtlve landIJndIJndrobberylandrobberyrobbery "

and "badbad" dcaratsTomdedidealdedi'atdealat
'-

at
a- t' at "TomTomsTom" Kelly'sKellysKelly's-

Tradlllg
Kelly's-

Trading

'

TradingTradlllg Post "
The leaders arcare all colorfulcolorful-

IOdlvldulas
colorful-

individulasmdividulasIOdlvldulasindividulas Among themtherm , theythey-

probably
they-

probablyprobably have only two thingsthmgsthings-

inin10 common ., Once you havehave-

met

have-

metmet a NativeNat Ive leader , you arearcarc-

never

are-

nevernever to forget him111111 And , withwIth-wIth-

out

with-

out

¬-

out theirtliw timelytllndy leadershipleaderslllP , therethere-

would
there-

wouldwould have been no settlementsettlement-
atat all or , at the very leastle'ast'

, aa-

belJted

a-

belatedbelatedbelJted attempt to do justiceJustice-

toto Native landIJndIJndrightslandrightsrights oncrii termsterms-

grossly
terms-

grosslygrossly unfair to the NativeNative-

people
Native-

peoplepeople


