
New TypeTypeofof Snow Gauge May Accurately Predict FloodFloods, Etc..

JUNEAU - A new type ofof-

snow
of-

snowsnow gauge , which may accurateaccurate-accurate-
ly

accurate-
ly

¬-

ly predictprer1ct snownow slides , avalanavalan-avalan-

ches
¬.-

chesche , and floodsOoods ,. will be testedtestetested-

inin AlaskaAIJska thistIllS winter Under aa-

jomt
a-

joint state-AtomicstateAtomicstate-At0l11lcAt0l11lc ComCom-Com-

mission
jointjomt - Energy ¬.-

mission scientificclentIfic project an.InInan-anan-

nounced
. ¬.-

nouncedllounced by Governor WilliamWIIhJm A .

tganIganI: gan .

The governor saidSJld the new

gauge - which is calledcJlled anan-

IsotOpIC

an-

isotopicisotopic snow gauge - is beingbell1gbell1g-
II1stalIed

being-

installedinstalledII1stalIed at Mtl\1tl1tbit\ . Alyeska nearnear-

Anchorage
near-

AnchorageAnchorage and has "greatgreat" popo-popo-

tential
¬.-

tential " for servingservll1g as a type ol01of01-

early
of-

earlyearly warningwHrllng, system for naturalnJturalnJtural-
disasters

natural-
disastersdisasters .

"TheThe" list of possible uses lortorfortor-

the
for-

thethe isotopic snow gauge inIIIIII-

Ala
in-

AlaskaAlaskaAla 'ka is endless If thisII11S newnew-

II1slrument
new-

instrumentinstrumentII1slrument provesprove successful., wewe-

could
we-

couldcould useme it to monitormOl1ltor food-foodOoodflood-floodfood-
pi

flood-

pione

-.

piplOnepioneone areasJreIS, suchsuch.ISsuchasas.ISIS. the Chena ,.

YukonYu.onYuon!. andJnd KuskokwimKuskokwunKu kokwUll RiverRiver-

walershed
River-

watershedswatershedswalershed and forewarn- resireslresi-resi-

dents
¬.-

dents of those areas of loomingloommgloommg-
Ooods

looming-

floodsfloodsOoods ,
" Governor TganCgan[gan said .

Helie saidsaidItsits functionfunct1l1n inm prepre-pre-
dicting

¬.-

dictingdlctmg snow slidessllde would behe olofof-

"extreme
of-

"extreme"extremeextreme" importanceu'nportanceunportance' to certaincertJIncertJIn-
Ala

certain-
AlaskaAlaskaAla .JJ!. citiescitiesllIchwhich\\llIchllIchwinch\ are ringed byby-

steep
by-

steepsteep mountainsmoun tams that could propro-pro-

duce
pro-

duce
¬-

duce damagingdJmagll1g avalanches "

The ability to predict floodsIloodsIloods-

Jnd
floods-

andandJnd avalanchesJvalanclIe wouldwouldalowouldalsoalsoalo, havehJvehJve-

"dIrect
have-

"direct"directdirect" applicationJpphcat1l1n lorfor projectsprOjech
.

_
- - -

which require effectivectfectlve environenvlron-envlronenviron-envlronl-
11ental

environ-
mental

¬-

mentall11ental safeguardssdfcguards ," GovernorGovernor-
hgan

(, overnorovernor-
rgJnTganrgJnhgan saidSJldsaid-

The
SJld-

The
said-

TheThe governor saidsai the isoISO-ISOISO-

tOpiC

iso-

topic

¬-

topic snownow gaugegJuge is1\11cJpahle\ capablecJpahle ol01of01-

autolllJtlc.llly
of-

automaticallyautomaticallyautolllJtlc.lllyautolllJtlcllly. measuringmeI\IH1I1gmeIIH1I1g:\ severaleveralsevera-
limportant

evera-
ltlnportantimportanttlnportant factorsfJctor' ,. suchuchsuchasuchaasa waterwater-

content
water-

contentcontent of the snownow packpac !. ,. totaltotal-

snuw
total-

snowsnowsnuw depth andJndJndnowandsnowsnow\nownow\ densitydellsltydellslty-

through
density-

throughthrough the packpack-

The
pJcpack-

The
!.

The AtomicAtol11lcAtonic I nergy ComCom-Com-

mission

¬.-

missionmllOnml\ml\ lOn provided fundstunds to buildhulldhulld-

the
build-

thethe isotopicIsotOpl snownu\\nunugJuge\\ gaugegJuge .


