
Process of DyeingDyeing Valuable Soft UnderwoolUnderwoolofof MuskMusli Ox
Byy JOYLL: ZIMMERSCI11HDZIMMERSCIIIEDZIMMERSCI11HD-

Hot

ZIMMERSCIIIED-

HotHotIlot water splashedsplashedmtosplashedintointomto thethe-

plastic
the-

plasticplastic bucketbuckel , buildingbuddIng up aa-

mound
a-

moundmoundgraybrownofofsoapsudssoapsuds . A gray-graygray-
brown

gray-
brown

-

brown scarf was tossedlossedlossedmtotossedintointomto thethe-

pall
the-

pailpailpall , followed by a series ofof-

caps
of-

capscaps and tunicslunlcs . The process

had begun .

What looks like the settingsettmgsettmg-
for

setting-
forfor every mad scientistsClenllst moviemovie-
ever

movie-
everever producedproducedISis really somesome-some-

thing
¬.-

thing much more innocentmnocent - thethe-

site
the-

sitesite of the University of Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska's-
qiviut

Alaska's-
qiviut

'

qiviut dyeingdye mg . Qiviut , for thethe-

unInitIated
the-

uninitiateduninitiated , is the soft under-under-.

wool otofof'
the muskmushmuskoxmushoxox . AndAnd-

the
And-

thethe dyeing is done by Mrs . FranFran-

Reed
Fran-

ReedReed , a Fairbanks resident .

Oil011 and dirt floated pffoff thethe-

garments
the-

garmentsgarments as Mrs . Reed scrubbedscrubbed-
them

scrubbed-
themthem gently in the soapy water .

They also get wet enough forfor-

the
for-

thethe dye bath to take properly

when washed .

TheTile next step was mixingmlXmg upup-

Ihese
up-

thesetheseIhese baths . How many andand-

which
and-

whichwhich colors are determineddelermtned byby-

the
by-

thethe amount and kindkmd of qiviutgiviutqivIUt-
needed

giviut-
neededneeded . Into large pans ofof-

water
of-

waterwater , Mrs . Reed poured carecare-care-
fully

¬.-
fully weiglied-outweigliedoutweIghed-outweIghed- amounts of

acetic acid and sodium sulfate .

The color solution thenthen-
sWirled

then-
swirledswirledsWirledtnswirledinintn , stainingstdtnmg theIhe waterwalerwaler-
with

water-
withwith cranberry red , teal blue andand-

willow
and-

willowwillow greengreen-

Cooked
green-

Cooked
green-

CookedCookedCookedoverover small burnersburners-
for

burners-
forfor half an hour , like so manymany-

pans
many-

panspans ol01of rainbow-coloredrainbowcoloredrambow-coloredrambowrambowcoloredstewrainbowcoloredstew- stew ,

the natural color of the originalongmalongmal-
qiviut

original-

qiviutqiviut gives way to whicheverwhIchever-
shade

whichever-
shadeshade the dye hathbath happen toto-

be
to-

bebe .

Besides the three alreadyalready-

menlloned
already-

mentionedmentionedmenlloned , others includemdu e copcop-cop-

per

¬-'
per , purplepurpk , charcoalhJrlJdl.: ': blackblac " ,. and.111\1.1111.1111111.111-

1any

and-

any
. \

any number otof speciallyspeciallyrequestpecIJIIregue.tspeciallyreque.tpecIJII } -requestrequest-regue.t-regue.t-reque.t-reque.t- regue.t-
ed

reque.t-
ed

'.'. ¬-

ed shadeshades AboutAboul the only colorculmcolor-

lot
_

notnorlot[ availableaVJd.lbleaVJdlbleavallahle. isI whitewhIteJKe,. since\J/KeJKe\ / to1010-

llIa"e
to-

makemakellIa"ellIae" tinstlmthis ,. the qiviutgrvitit mustmll t hebetiebe-

bleache
tie-

bleachedbleachedbleachebleachei11lch,. which\\i11lchi11lch\ can': In sometimesSOl1letlI1lC\SOl1letlI1lCSOl1letlI1lC-

de
sometimes-

destroy
\

destroyde troy the fibersfberfibers-

Stirring
fibers-

Stirring

,

StirringStlrrlllg thethc vjtsvitsVJt, to diitributedistributedldistribute-
the

tnbu tete-

thethe colors evenly , MrsMr ReedReed-

explamed
Reed-

explainedexplainedexplamed thatthJt( fiat she hadhJd beenbeen-

do
been-

doingdoingdo 109 thistl1lS project forfur a littlelittle-

over
little-

overover a yearyeal But the MuskMu\kMuk\ OxOx-

Project
Ox-

ProjectProject itself has been goinggOIng-
smce

going-

sincesincesmce l4attera1964% , alterafter a 10-year10year- studytJ/dytJdystudy-

to
tJdy-

to
/

to, determinedetermme ifIfItit would hehe-

worthwhIle
he-

worthwhileworthwhile to domesticatedomesllcate thethe-

anllnals
the-

animalsanimalsanllnals , firsttirst capturedcJpturedcapturedinin10 l)58l58195X1952195X-

In

') (

in the CanadianJnadlanCJnadlanC barrens .

PullingPullmg the garments ouout! ol01of0-

1then

of-

theirtheirthen baths , MrsMr . ReedReedcarefullycarefullycarefully-
poured

carefully-
pouredpouredpouredaa small amount of formicformic-

aCid

formic-

acidacidacidintointomto each containercon tamer.. TheThe-

solutIOns
The-

solutionssolutions bubbledbubbledandand hissed likeh"eheh"e-

a

like-

a
"

a witch'switchsWltcl'SWltclS! ' brew before the clothesclothes-
were

clothes-
werewere put backbacbackin" inm to10 cookcoo " forfor-

another
for-

anotheranother half hourhour-

At

hour-

AtAtAI theIhe end of tlmrimthis timelIme , sheshe-

poured
she-

pouredpoured the dyesdye down the dramdrJlndraindrJln-
and

drain-
andandandnnsedandrinsedrinsednnsed out each garment ,

startingstartmgstartmg'tlthwith\'tlth'tlthtlth\' hot water andJlldJlld-
gradually

and-
gradually

<

gradually switchingsWltchmg to10 cold .

The1lie1 he last steptep is layinglaYlllg outouout-

the
tt-

thethe caps , scarves and tunics onon-

lengths
on-

lengthslengths of paperpJper towelingIO\\ielmgIOielmg\ toto-

dram
to-

draindraindram and dry . 1T hetie towelstowebtowebarcarearcarc-

rolled
are-

rolledrolledrolledintointomto cylinderscylmders andandcarnedandcarriedcarriedcarnedcarned-
to

carried-

toto the project office for finalfmalfmal-

drying
final-

dryingdrying and blockingblockmg . From starstartstart-

to
start-

to
!

to finishfiOlSh , itrt takes aboutaboul threeIllreeIllree-

hours
three-

hourshours to do an average batchbatdlbathbatch-

Dyeing

bath-

DyeingDyeingDyemg theIhe garments is onlyonlonly-
one

}

one small step for the wholewholcwholc-

proJect
whole-

projectproject .. Also involvedmvolvedmvolvedareinvolvedareareare-

gathering
are-

gatheringgathering 500 to 1,0001000, poundspounds-
of

pounds-
ofofofwoolwool every two years or so ,

spinningspmnmg itII intoIIIto yarn and sendsend-send-

ing
¬.-

ing109 the yarn to village womenwomen-
for

women-
forfor knittingkmttlllg intomto the lightweighthghtwelghthghtwelght-
but

lightweight-
butbut warm wearingweanng apparel soso-

popular
so-

popularpopularpopulariwith\\ii\ Ith AlaskansAlaskans-

Each

AlaAlaskans-

Each

kJns

Each village has its ownO\\iOiown-

special
\ n

specialpeclal pattern , rangingrmgmg, from thefilethe-

Mekoryu
file-

MekoryukMekoryukMekoryu" scarves designed Iromtromfromtrom-

a

from-

aa 1200-yeai-old1200yeaiold1200-yeal-oldyeal1200-yeas-oldyeas1200yealoldIVOry1200yeasoldivory- - ivory harpoonharpoon-
head

harpoon-
headhead to the PeLiukPeLlukPel auk , a.11. smoke-smokesmoke-

ring
smoke-

nng
smoke-

ring

-

ringnng scarfsarf: made for formal oc-ococ-

Special

oc-

casions
oc-

casions

-

casions .

Special requests are alsoJlso filledfilled-

such
filled-

suchsuch as the floor-lengthfloorlength- whitewillIewillIe-

gown
white-

gowngown worn by Susy Crosby inIII aJJ-

recent
a-

recentrecent issue of the SaturdaySaturday-
Review

Saturday-
ReviewReview science magazinemagazme .

Because of its rarityranty , andand-

becausc
and-

becausebecausebecausc of the workworkIIIvolvedworkinvolvedinvolvedIIIvolved ,

qiviutgrvrut doesn'tdoesntdocsn'tdocsnt' come cheaply . AA-

small
A-

smallsmall cap costs 520$2020$ , while aa-

dresslength
a-

dresslengthdress-lengthdresslength- tuniclumc may run asas-

lugh
as-

highhighlugh as $135135$ . But money fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe sales goes not only to theIheIhe-

retallcr
the-

retailerretailerretallcr , butbUI also to OomingmakOommgmJkOommgmJk-
the

Oomingmak-
thethe co-operativecooperativeco-operatlvcoperatlvc- of NativeNallve wowo-wowo-

men
wo-

men
¬-

men who knitkOiI the garmentsgarments-
Since

garments-
Smcc

garments-
SinceSinceSmcc , m111in some casescasescasesihat,. what\\ihatihatihatt-

hese
what-

these
\

these women make is their entireentlfeentlfe-

IIIcome
entire-

incomeincomeIIIcome , it is money well-spentwellspentwellspent-

The

wellspent-

The

-

The Project , currently inIII-IIIin-inII-

Ivolvmg
in-

volving
¬-

volvingvolvmg 119 muskmuskoxox and 11IIII-

villages
II-

villagesvillages , is continuingcontmuing to grow .

It may even be growinggrowlOg beyondbeyond-
the

beyond-
thethe University'sUniversitysUmverslty'sUmversltys' capabilities ofof-

coping
of-

copingcoping withwithItit , according to MrsMrs-

Helen
Mrs-

HelenHelen Howard , secretary toto-

John
to-

JohnJohn Teal , project director..

"BecauseBecause" of the difficulty ofof-

preparing
of-

preparingpreparing skeinsskems for dyeing , wewe-

may
we-

maymay have to have some donedone-

commercIally
done-

commerciallycommercially and have FranFran-

Mrs
Fran-

Mrs(Mrs . Reed ) do the specialspecial-
work

special-
workwork , " she said .

But , whatever the problems ,
nobody has any doubts that thethe-

project
66-

projectproject is a useful and propro-pro-
fitable

pro-
fitable

¬-

fitable one .


