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, Whale Festival Exciting
By PAULPAlIL H . JENSENJENSEN-

Rarely

JENSEN-

RarelyRarely has an Arctic festivalfestival-

come
festival-

comecome to suchsuchallsuchananallallxcilingexciting\xcilingxciling\: finishfinhhfinhh-
as

finish-

asas the gettinggettmg ofofaa whale atal thethe-

end
the-

endendendofof the Gambell Whale FestiFestlFesti-Festi-

val
¬'-

val..

Chartered flights from ' thethe-

mamland
the-

mainlandmainlandmamland and families on snowsnow-

m

snow-

machinesmachinesm chmes from Savoonga camecame-

to
came-

toto join in the festival whichwhich-

was
which-

waswas initiatedmlliated only a year agoago-

by
ago-

byby Bob McHenry , the PrincipalPnnclpalPnnclpal-
at

Principal-
atat the BIA School ..

Anders AppassmgokAppassingok was MasMas-Mas-

ter
Mas-

ter
¬-

ter of Ceremonies whichwhichincludincludmclud-mcludinclud-mclud-

ed
includ-

ed
¬-

ededaa detailed reenactment of anan-

old
an-

oldold whale ceremony , Old Raven ,
Walrus , and Polar bear dancesdances-

were
dances-

werewere demonstrated to an awedawed-

crowd
awed-

crowdcrowd .

There were parkapJrka paradesparJdes ,

tug-of-wartugofwar- - contests , dog sled racrac-rac-

es

rac-

es

¬-

es , and snow machinemaclune races . TheThe-

usual
The-

usualusual Eskimo dancesdJnces were exex-exex-

pertly
ex-

pertly
¬-

pertly and enthusiasticallythusIJstlcallyen perper-per-

formed
¬.-

formed .

A surprise addition to thethe-

fesllval
the-

festivalfestivalfesllval was an Eskimo dancedJncedJnce-

by
dance-

byby 26 children from Dallas , OreOre-Ore-

gon
¬.-

gon , who currently are livinglivmg inin-

Gambell
in-

GambellGambell .. The Gambellyambell peoplepeople-

gave
people-

gavegave theirtheu approval with a thurvthun-thunthun-

derous

-,

derous applause .

A number of walrus huntershunlershunlers-
arrived

hunters-
arrivedarrived . F-'JweverF'JweverJweverI-JweverIl--'aweverl'aweverawever--'.:--' , no one vartsv'artswartsv'arts-
to

warts-
to

'

to hunt walrus while they hunthunt-

whale
hunt-

whalewhale , because that might scarescare-

the
scare-

thethe whale or be offensive to thethe-

whale
the-

whalewhale .

Monday morningmornmg , May 1I , waswas-

aa calm sunny day . There waswas-

early
was-

earlyearly activity . Byy 8 a.mam. . most ofof-

the
of-

thethe boats could be counted inin-

the
in-

thethe BeringBenng Sea by theirtheu sails .

No outboard motors are usedused-

m

used-

ininm whale huntinghuntmg untiluntilaa flag isIS-

raised
is-

raisedraised to signifyslgmfy a catch .

At that moment all the boatsboats-
lowered

boats-
loweredlowered their sails , insertedmserted thethe-

motor
the-

motormotor in111 methe well , andanrlanrlspedandspedsped toto-

the
to-

thethe aidaidofof the lucky hunter .

When he reaches the whalewhale-

he
whale-

liehelie prepares to add a harpoonharpoon-
with

harpoon-
withwith an explosive head .,. ThereThereI-

Sis no confusion . Everyone seemsseems-

to
seems-

toto know his place . The movemove-move-

ments
move-

ments
¬-

ments of the whale determinesdetermines-
the

determines-
thethe number of harpoons .

When the whale ceased toto-

move

to-

movemove , 17 umiaks manned by
106 men moved close to thethe-

whale
the-

whalewhale to receive fresh muktuk .

It was a victory feast for emptyempty-
stomachs

empty-
stomachsstomachs . For three years thisthis-

village

this-

villagevillage has gone without a whale ,,
so essentialessen lal! to the food supplysupply-
and

supply-
andand the economy of Gambell ..

This village was really thankthank-thank-

ful

¬.-

ful to Stanley Oosevaseuk andand-

to

and-

toto all'thealltheall 'thethe' hunters who helpedhelpedIninIn-

getting
in-

gettinggetting the whale .

When news reached GambellGambell-
by

Gambell-
byby walkie-talkiewalkietalkiewalkle.talkiewalkletalkie-. the people alal-alal-

most

al-

most

¬-

most went wild with joy . TheThe-

few

The-

fewfew boats left in111 the villagevillage-

rmhed
village-

rushedrushedrmhed to the scene 12 milesmiles-

out

miles-

outout to help bringbnng the 55S5 tonton-

whale
ton-

whalewhale to the village .

and Ralph ApathikiApathlkl had twotwo-

inch3A inch walrus skin ropes strungstrung-

from
strung-

fromfrom the lead boat to the whale .

Quickly , 17 boats lined up toto-

attach
to-

attachattach theirtheu boats to the mammainmam-

line
main-

lineline .,

Beautiful team work was seenseen-

by
seen-

byby all . The motors started andand-

soon
and-

soonsoon 17 boats likehke teams ofof-

horses
of-

horseshorses began to pull the heavyheavy-

load
heavy-

loadload .
It waswa a memorable sight toto-

see
to-

seesee theirthen boats and 106 menmen-

pull
men-

pullpull as one experiencedexpenenced team .,

There was joy and laughterIJughter..

Five miles from the villagevillJge aa-

flare
a-

flareflare went up to celebrate thethe-

occasion
the-

occasionoccasion .

But some young men usedused-

part
used-

partpart of the five hour JnpInp[ rip to getget-

t
get-

aat: nap knowingknowmg that they wouldwould-

spend
would-

spendspend manymaryy hours distributingdlstnbutmgdlstnbutmg-
great

distributing-
greatgreat amounts ofofmeatmeat and mukmuk-muk-

tuk
¬.-

tuk to the more than 400400-

villagers
400-

villagersvillagers .

As in111 a slaughter house inmm-

Oregon
in-

OregonOregon ,, experiencedexpcnenced men im1mim-imim-

mediately
¬.-

mediately began to cut hugehuge-

slabs
huge-

slabsslabs of muktukmuktukandand meat , somesome-

pieces
some-

piecespieces weighingwelghmg as much as ., aa-

thousand
a-

thousandthousand pounds . SomeSonic werewere-

loaded
were-

loadedloaded orionoil sleds and hauled toto-

the
to-

thethe village less than halfhalfaa milenlllenllle-

away
mile-

awayaway .

MuktukMuklukMuktukISMuklukisis a delicacy amongamong-

coastal
among-

coastalcoastal Eskimos ., It consists ofof-

an
of-

anan inchlOch of black skinskill and halfhalfananan-

mch
an-

inchinchmch of fatfat.. This is usually concon-con-

sidered
con-

sidered

¬-

sideredsideredaa dessert.. ItItISis chewedchewed-
much

chewed-
muchmuch likehke chewingchewlllg gum .

The fat with muktuk , howhow-how-

ever

¬.-

ever , is only a small amount ofof-

the
of-

thethe 1212inchesinchestIIches of fat all aroundaround-
the

around-
thethe whale . All mammals inIIIII-

INorthern
in-

NorthernNorthern climates have a layerlayer-

of
layer-

ofof fat to protect themselvesthemselves-
agamst

themselves-
againstagainstagamst subzero weather..

Even though schoolschoolandand allall-

social
all-

socialsocial activitiesactlvilles ceased to funcfunc-func-

tion

¬.-

tiontlOn for the rest of the day ,

there was real learning takingtaking-

place
taking-

placeplace as the whale was beingbelllgbelllg-

brought
being-

broughtbrought to shore .

The most interestingIIIteresllllgIIIteresllllgwasinterestingwaswas thethe-

baleen
the-

baleenbaleen , a fiber like materialmatenalmatenal-
which

material-
whichwhich serves as teeth and asas-

sieve
as-

sievesieve in the whales mouth . TheThe-

whale
The-

whalewhale liveshves mainly on plankton .,

The more than 600 baleen teethteeth-
are

teeth-
areare approximately 12 ftfl.. long .

The Eskimos use them forfor-

makmg
for-

makingmakingmakmg baleen baskets , small baba-baba-

leen

¬.-

leen boats , sleds and for decoradecora-decora-
tions

¬.-

tionslions .. SuchSuchItemsitems are sold toto-

toumts
to-

touriststouriststoumts for handsome amountsamounts-

For

amounts-

ForFor Eskimos who are tootoo-

proud
too-

proudproud to ask for welfare , such aa-

whale
a-

whalewhale is their economic salvasalva-salva-

lion
salva-

tion

¬-

tionlion : Without the takingtaklllg ofof-

whales
of-

whaleswhales , walrus , and seals the
33,00033000,, Eskimos of Alaska wouldwould-

be
would-

bebe on welfare .

For thousands of years thethe-

Eskimos
the-

EskimosEskimos have formed a balancebalance-

of
balance-

ofofofnaturenature in this part of thethe-

world
the-

worldworld . They have made wisewise-

use
wise-

useuse of the few natural resourcesresources-
available

resources-
availableavailable to them .


