
Barrow Whaling Crews Get 13
By ROGER McPHERSONMcPIiERSONMcPHERSON-

BARROW

McPIiERSON-

BARROWBARROW - As early asas-

March
as-

MarchMarch , radio monitorsmortitors placed byby-

the
by-

thethe Naval Arctic Research LabLab-Lab-

oratory
Lab-

oratory
¬-

oratory at Point Barrow recordrecord-record-

ed

record-

ed

¬-

ed whales passing . When thethe-

lead
the-

leadlead opened around AprilApnl 20th ,

whalingwhalmg for Barrow had be'gunbegun'

.

Nate Neakok'sNeakoks' crew , after threethree-

unsuccessful
three-

unsuccessfulunsuccessful years , caught thethe-

tirst
the-

firstfirsttirst whale - twenty-fivetwentyfive- feet inIIIII-

Ilength

in-

lengthlength .

On the stormy nightntght of AprilApnlApril-

24th24th:!4th , crews were comingcomlllg lo-fromlofromIOAromin-frominIOArom-

the
infrom-

the
--

the leadleJd ;: strongtrongtrongwmdsstrongwindswindswmdswmdserewere\\ereerewere-

blowing
\ ere-

blowlIIgblowingblowlIIg upupwaveswaves , makingmakmg thethe-

Ice

the-

iceice unsafe SadieSJdle NeakokNeJkok ,. forfor-forfor-

mer

for-

mer

¬-

mer MagistrateMJgl trate of BarrowBJrrowBJrrowas,. was\\asaswas-

in

\\ as-

minm the Community HallIIJII playingplJymgplJymg-
Bmgo

playing-

BingoBingoBmgo when word came in111 TheThe-

Neakok's
The-

Neakok'sNeakok'sNeakoks' had aJ whale1whalewhale1-

Forgetting

')

Forgettingl-orgettlllglorgettlllgI-orgettingIorgetting-- her purse in111 thethe-

excitement

the-

excitementexcitement , SadieSJdle rushed homehOl11e .

People filled the house and thethe-

flag
the-

flagflag she had sewn for her hushus-hus-

band's
¬.-

band'sbands' crew was already upupononon-

the
on-

thethe house-tophousetophouse-taptap- ._

When the meatmeJt and muktukmuklukmuktuk-
came

mukluk-
camecame in111 early the next morningmornmg ,

Sadie placed it inIII aJ big pot ofof-

bOlllllg
of-

boilingboilingbOlllllg water , and servedservedItit upup-

to
up-

toto a long lineIme of peoplepeople-

Much
people-

Much
people-

MuchMuch of thistl1l5 first whale isI-

SgIven

is-

givengiven away , and what is left isI-
Sstored

I-
sstoredstored for the NalakatakNalJl.atakNalJlatak. celebracelebra-celebra-

lion
celebra-

tion

¬-

tionlion inm June , as well as for thethe-

Thanksglvlllg
the-

ThanksgivingThanksgivingThanksglvlllg and ChristmasChmtl11JsChmtl11Js-

feasts
Christmas-

feastsfeasts .

Arnold Brewer'sBrewersBrower'sBrowers' crew got thethe-

second

the-

secondsecond whale on the 27th27thofofof-

Apnl
of-

AprilAprilApnl ,. and then three moremore-

whales
more-

whaleswhales were brought in111 the nextnext-

day
next-

dayday ., School childrencllIldren spent theirthmthm-
lime

their-

timetimelime out at the butcheringbutchenng sites ,

whole families rode out on thethe-

big

the-

bigbig freight sledssleds-

From
sleds-

From
sleds-

FromFrom Barrow , four miles ofof-

trail
of-

trailtrail over one pressurepres ure ridgendge ledled-

to

led-

toto the open lead . Whaling concon-concon-

ditIons
con-

ditions

¬-

ditions were ideal.. Each propro-pro-

montory
pro-

montory
¬-

montory ofofIceice hadhadaa whalingwhalmgwhalmg-

crew
whaling-

crewcrew with skinskm boat , harpoons ,

white tent , and windbreakwmdbreakwindbreak-
Early

wmdbreak-
Early

windbreak-
EarlyEarly in111 May , Allen Kaleak'sKaleaksKaleak's-

crew
Kaleak's-

crew

'

crew got the 6th whale ., As theythey-

cleaned
they-

cleanedcleanedcleanedoutout theirthen ice cellar ,, thethe-

men

the-

menmen smiled over the large slabsslabs-

of
slabs-

ofof muktdkmukt\'lkmukt'lklkmuktt0k\' and whale meat..

ThisTI1I5 was only the first of twotwo-

whales
two-

whaleswhales Allen Kaleak'sKaleaks' crewcrew-

would
crew-

wouldwould getgel.. Robert Aiken'sAikensAiken's-
house

Aiken's-
house

'

house had similar piles ofofmeatmeatmeat-

inin111 the front yard . "SleeplessSleepless"Sleepless-
IIIghts

"Sleepless-
nights

"
nightsIIIghts " was how old Eskimos ofof-

BarrJw
of-

BarrowBarrowBarrJw: called this time of yearyear-

When
year-

When
year-

WhenWhen the successful crew gotgot-

aa whale ,, the captain'scaptainscap tam
'-

s
s' house ( oror-

another
or-

anotheranother house large enoughenougJl forfor-

all

for-

allall the guests ) hadhadaa flag placedplaced-

onon its roof .

For a full day followingfollowmg thethe-

catch

the-

catchcatch , the village could visit andand-

taste
and-

tastetaste boiled fresh Tnuktuk'muktukmuktuk'muklukmukluk' , havehave-

tea
have-

teatea , crackers , and stewed fruit..

If a guest wantedwaP-tedwaPtedwarted- , he could fillfill-

a

fill-

aa plastic bag for other relatives

The womenWOOlen would makemake-

many
make-

manymany dishes for their familiesfamilies-

toto eat : muktuk boiled , pickled ,

or fried ;, whale meat fermentedfermented-
oror boiled many timestmJes in111 freshfrefresh-

water
hh-

waterwater .

Because of the expenses andand-

and
and-

andand time involvedmvolved inm whaling ,

some hunters prefer to skipskip-

whaling
skip-

whalingwhaling and prepare for geesegeese-

hunting
geese-

huntinghunting and summer fisht 1I camps .

John NusungmyaNusunginya mentionedmentioned-
thethe highlugh cost ofofmamtammgofmaintainingmaintainingmamtammg aa-

whaling
a-

whalingwhaling crew out on the ice forfor-

aiia month and a halthJI !.. IforIoror himhn11 ,

fall whaling in11! open boats offeroffer-offer-

ed
offer-

ed

¬-

ed quicker kills and less cost..

After losing10sll1g manymJny dartdJrtdJrt-

bOlnbs
dart-

bombsbombsbOlnbs , RalphRJlph Aveomu'sAveomusAveonn.l'sAveonn.lsAveonnlsAveonn.1Aveonn1. '\ crewcrew-

got
crew-

gotgot the 9th whalewhJle MayMJY 7th . AsAs-

the
As-

thethe men cut up the thirtytlllrty loottoottoot-

whale
toot-

whalewhale ,. severalseverJI hundred villagersvllIJger ,

came out to helphelp-

A

help-

A

help-

AA lewfew yardsy Jrds eastcasteJ t of Ralph'sRalphsR.tlphRtlphRalph's-
whale

. '\
whale wasWJ\WJWJthe\ the NeakokNeJkok campc lmp< ,.

andJnd west wasWJ\WJWJRohert\ RobertRohert Aiken'sAikensAlken\AlkenAlken-

camp
Aiken's-

camp

'\
camp WhaleWh lle< ribsfibs andJnd thet he redred-

stams

red-

stainsstainsstams mIn the ice were allJII thatthat-

rem3med
that-

remainedremainedrem3med of the firstt r tth.lleswhales\\h.llesh.lleswhales-

caught
\ h.lles-

caught
.
'

caught
caughtOn

On the sameame daydJY , Allen Ka-KaKJ-KJKa-

Icak
KJ-

leak
Ka-

leak
-

Icakleak got InsIllshis secondsecondhJlewhale\\hJlehJle\ . A

north-eastnortheast-- windwmd came , blowingblowmgblowmg-

up
blowing-

upup heavy seas and makingmakmg iceIce-

break
ice-

breakbreak off.. Harold Itta'sIttastta\ttaI ttacrew\' crewcrew-

killed
crew-

killedkilled a whale the night of MayMay-

8th
May-

8th8th , but only savedsJved half whenwhen-

the
when-

thethe ice packpJck started to comeconic in


