LISTENING AND WAITING — Emma Willoya,
waits tetween two friends for her turn to testify
at the Congressicnal hearing in Nome on the
Sea Mammal Protection Act. ‘‘Sharing and help-

ing each other,” that's how the Eskimos have
survived, she told the committee. Although
blind, she walked straight and tall and she proved
an articulate witness. —LAEL MORGAN Phato

NOME SEA MAMMAL HEARINGS

Eskimos Express Deep

Concern for Mammals
As Food, Crafts Sources

By LAEL MORGAN

NOME — Eskimo and Indian hunters laid aside their
rifles and harpoons this week to travel hundreds of miles
to testify at hearings held by the U.S. Senate Commerce
Committee on the Sea Mammal Protection Act.

The legislation, which has already passed the House,

would put a five year mora-
torium on the taking of all sea
animals.  An exception is made

“for subsistence hunting by Alas-

kan Natives but, as the bill
currently stands, there could be
no taking of an endangered
species and no selling of pro-
ducts gained through the taking
of any sea mammals.

Sen. Ted Stevens, who is
ranking Republican on the Com-
merce subcommittee considering
the bill, said it was not usual to
hald local hearings while Con-
gress was in session but that
there was a need to learn what
impact this act would have on
Alaskans.

With Sen. Mike Gravel of
Alaska also particiyating,  he
chaired hearings in Nome, Bethel

and Juneau which attracted
nearly 200 witnesses.
“This conference, whatever

you call it, is something 1 don’t
know too well about,” began

Edwin Tunguk 80, of Golovin,
who like many Eskimo repre-
sentatives had to struggle with
English translation.

“lI deeply concerned when
they talk about seals. 1 know
that much whiteman not a fool
He got big head. Someone out-
side in United States want to cut
this seal hunting off. They must
have seen something I haven't.”

“Now we've got to have
cash,” explained Thomas Mena-
delook of Teller, who apologized
because he had a language bar-
rier.

“In the old days it was some-
thing known as trade. The only
item we could get any cash in-
come is sea mammal itself.

“How will we survive if it
stops.  You might just let my
people die. I am an ivory
carver like many people in my
area. I am proud to say that |
could supply my family. 1 have
a family of five. [ don’t have to
depend on welfare and  I'm
proud of 1. don’t believe in
welfare.”

Margie Seeganna, Arctic Nu-
tive Brotherhood, testified that
her husband had a boat which
required four walrus skins to
cover and their oldest son need-
ed four or five big oGgrook for
his craft.

“I dont’t think that we have
a substitute for hunting  like
Native seal boots for going on
sea.  Our greens can last and
last in seal oil.  We don’t have
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cold storage to preserve every-
thing so that we learn from'our
forefathers. -
A pair of slippers would
make a meal for a family. Wel-
fare checks don’t go very far.”
Robert Willard, representing
the Alaska Commission on Hu-
man  Rights,  reported  that
10,000 Natives count on manu-
facture of arts and crafts pro-
ducts come from sea mammals.
In addition; he said, over half
the Native population receives
some income from this source.
“We have survived to this
day with an abundance of sea
mammals,” Frank Degnan, Eski-
mo leader from Unalakleet, said
proudly.
“Out students on return from
other parts of the world where

this food is not in use, ask for

it on arrival.

“Some Eskimos who live up
here got educated and moved
outside because they need

capita with the settlement.”

Testimony also came in to
indicate  Alaskan mammals are
not as endangered as many sci-
entists and television  writers
have lead people to believe.

“It looks like 2,000 to 3,000
seals come in on our ice,” re-
ported Martin Olson of Golivan.

They just fike ducks out there
sitting in a pond when you see
the

of the State Fish and Game
Department reported the stella
seal numbers of 300,000 and
harbor seal population is 200,-
000 in spite of continued har-
vesting.
The sca

population,
according to their count, num-
bers 50,000 to. 100,000 even
though the state has harvested
24603 and the Amchitka blast
Killed 1,000. ‘
In addition, they claimed the
W I D H -

otter




