
rrr4 tt-
K

,
K

' ' e +44rRk't+,rRk'trRktrRk'-

tx

rRk'-

tr

'

x

r

LISTENING AND WAITING - Emma Willoya ,

waitswalts betweentetween two friendsfnends for her turn to testifytestify-
atat the Congressional hearing in Nome on thethe-
Sea

the-
SeaSea Mammal Protection Act . "SharingSharing"ShanngShanng" and helphelp-¬-

- - --- '-ing each other , " that'sthats' how the Eskimos havehave-

survived
have-

survivedsurvived , she told the committee . AlthoughAlthough-
blind

Although-
blindblind , she walked straight and tall and she provedproved-
anan articulate witnesswitnessLAEL. -LAELLAEL- MORGAN PhotoPh0to

- - -

NOME SEA . MAMMAL HEARINGS
EskimosEslimos{ Express DeepDeep-

ConcernConcern for MammalsMammals-
AsAs FoodFood, Crafts SourcesSourcesB-

yByy LALAELEL MORGANMOI2GANMORGAN-

NOME

MOI2GAN-

NOMENOME -- Eskimo and Indian hunters laid asidea.ideaide. theirtheir-

rifles
their-

riflesrifles and harpoons this week to travel hundreds of milesmiles-

to
miles-

toto testify at hearings held by the U.SUS. . Senate CommerceCommerce-
Committee

Commerce-
CommitteeCommittee on the Sea Mammal Protection Act..

The legislation , which has already passed the HouseHome ,

wouiawould put a livefive year moramora-mora-

tonum
mora-

torium
¬-

toriumtonum on the takingtakingofofofallall seasea-

ammals
sea-

animalsanimalsammals .. An exception is mademade-

for
made-

forfor subsistence huntinghuntmg by AlasAlas-Alas-

kan
Alas-

kan
¬-

kan Natives but , as the billbIll-

currently
bill-

currentlycurrently stands , there could bebe-

no
be-

nono takingtakmg ofofanan endangeredendangered-
specIes

endangered-
speciesspecies and no selling of propro-¬-

ductsproductsgainedgamed through the takingtakmgtakmg-

of
taking-

ofof any sea mammals .

Sen . Ted Stevens , who isI-
Srankmg

is-

rankingrankingrankmg RepublicanRepubhcan on the ComCom-Com-

merce
Com-

merce
¬-

merce subcommitteesubcomml ttee consideringconsldcnngconsldcnng-
the

considering-
thethe bill , saidsaIdItit was not usual toto-

hold
to-

holdhold local hearingshearmgs whilewIllIe ConCon-Con-

gress
Con-

gress

¬-

gress was inm session but thatthat-

there
that-

therethere was a need to learn whatwhat-
Impact

what-
impactimpact this act would have onon-

Alaskans
on-

AlaskansAlaskans ._

With Sen . Mike Gravel ofof-

Alaska
of-

AlaskaAlaska also participatingpartlClatmgparticiating}) , hehe-

chalTed
he-

chairedchairedchalTed hearingsheanngs in Nome , BethelBethel-
and

Bethel-

andand Juneau which attractedattracted-
nearly

attracted-
nearlynearly 200 witnesses .

'ThisThis"This'" conference , whateverwhatever-
you

whatever-
youyou callcallItit , is somethingsomethmg I don'tdontdon't-
know

don't-
know

'

know too wellwellaboutabout , " beganbcgan

EdwinEdwm Tunguk 80HO , of GolovmGOIOVIIIGoloviri ,

who likehke many Eskimo reprerepre-repre-

sentatives
repre-

sentatives
¬-

sentatives had to struggle withwIth-

English
with-

EnglishEnglish translation .

"II" deeply concerned whenwhen-

they
when-

theythey talk about seals . I knowknow-

that
know-

thatthat much wlutemanwilltemanwhiteman not a foolfool-

lie
fool-

lieHelie got big head .. SomeoneSomcone outout-out-

sde
out-

side
¬-

sides/desde/ in United SlatesStates want to cutcuIcuI-
this

cut-

thisthis seal huntinghuntlllg off.. They mustmust-
have

must-
havehave seen somethingomethmg I' haven'thavent' ... "

"NowNow"" we'veweve'' got to havehave-

cash
have-

cashcash ,
" explainedexplallled ThomasThoma Mena-MenaMena-

dclook
Mena-

delook
-.

dclookdelook of Teller , who apologi/edapologiedapologlJedapologizedapologlJed-
because

apologized-
because

/
because he hadhadaa language bjr-bjrhar-harbar-barbjr-

rier
ha-

rner
bar-

rier

-

rierner..

"InIn" 'nn' the old days it was somesome-some-
thmg

some-
thing

¬-

thingthmg known as trade . The onlyonly-

Item
only-

itemitem we could get any cashcashininmin-inin-

come
¬.-

come is sea mammalmammalItselfitself .

"HowHow"IlowIlow" will we surviveurvlve ififitit111-

1stops

it-

stopsstops . You might just let mymy-

people
my-

peoplepeople die . IIamam an ivoryIVory-

carver
ivory-

carvercarver like many people inm mymy-

area
my-

areaarea IIamIantamant proud to say thatthaI 1II-

could

I-

couldcould supply my family I havehave-
aa familyamilytattrilyI of live I don'tdont' have toto-

depend
to-

dependdependdependonon weltarewelfarewelt are and I'mIm1'11111111'11-

1proud

I'm-

proud

'

proudproudoJproudo1oloJo1 itII I don'tdont' believehelieve inIIIII-

IIcltJrc
in-

wwelfareIcltJrcw', cltare ".
MargieMarglc Seegannaecganna , ArcticArd IL NaNI-NINa-NaNI-

tlve
Na-

tive
, ¬-

tivetlve Brotherhood ,, testifiedtc tlflcd thatthJIthJI-

her
that-

herher husband hadhadaa boat whichwhich-

required
", llIchllIch-

requiredrequired four walrus skinsskm . toto-

cover
to-

covercover and theirthelT oldest(} Ide t sonsunOll needneed-

ed
need-

eded four or fiveflvc bighlg ocgrookOGgrookoogrook fortortor-

l1s
for-

hishisl1\sl1s\ craft..

"II" dont'tdontt'' thinkthmk that we havehave-

aa substituteubstltute forlor huntinghunllOg likelIke-

Native
like-

NativeNative seal boots for goinggo 109 onon-

seaseaa Our greens can last andand-

last
and-

lastlast inIII seal oilOil.. We don'tdont' havehave-

Continued
have-

Contlnuea
have-

Continued( ContinuedContlnuea on page 6)6)



Sea Mammal Hearings . .
(Continued from page 1)1)

coldcoldstoragestorage to preserve everyevery-every-
thmg

every-
thing

¬-

thingthmg so that we learn from 'ourour'our-
forefathers

' ourour-

forefathersforefathers..

"AA" pairpJir of slippersshppers wouldwould-
make

would-
makemake a mealsteal for a familyfamtly . WelWd-WdWel-Wd-
fare

Wel-

fare
¬-

fare checksched.scheds. don'tdont' go very far . "
Robert Willard , representingrepresent1l1grepresent1l1g-

the
representing-

thethe Alaska CommissionCOml111SSl0n on HuHu-HuHu-

man
Hu-

man
¬-

man Rights , reported thatth.ltthlt.
10,00010000, NativesNalives count on manumanu-manu-
facture

manu-
facture

¬-

facture ofofartsarts andJnd crafts propro-¬.-

ductsproductscomefromcornecollie, ,from sea mammalsmamnubmamnub-
In

mammals-
InIn additionadditioTaddlllr,"; liehe said , over halfhalf-
the

half-
thethe Native population receivesreceives-
some

receives-
sonicsomesonic incomemcome from this source .

"WeWe" have survived to this11m11m-

day
this-

dayday withwithanan abundance of seasea-

mJmmab
sea-

mammalsmammalsmJmmab ," Frank DegnanDegnJn , Eski-EskiFsllFski-FskiEski-

mo
Fski-

mo
-'

mo010 leader from Unalakleet , saidsaid-

proudly
said-

proudlyproudly .

"OutOut" students on return fromfrom-

other
from-

otherother partsparb of the world wherewhere-
tillS

where-

thisthistillS foodfoodISis not in111 use , ask forfurfur-

It

for-

itit on arrivalamva!..
"SomeSome" EskimosEskrmos who live upup-

here
up-

herehere got educatededucatedandand movedmoved-

outside
moved-

outsideoutside because they needed toto-

Improve

to-

improveimprove theirthen standardstandardofof livingIlvmg .

They stillstili like their muktukmuktukandandand-

6CJI

and-

sealseal6CJI6CJIoilsealoiloil . SomeSonic of themtherm flippersflipperflippers-

may

,
may be a littlehttlc stinkysllnJ.ysllnJy. but theythey-

like
they-

likelike itII.. And walrus hidelittle , "kaukkauk" "

we callcallitit . .
"

"HowHow"lIowlIow" do you spellsespell:,! II that ,"
Sen . Stevens interruptedIOterruptedinterrupted-

"We
IOterrupted-

"We
interruptedinterrupted-

"We"WeWe" don'tdont' spellspellIIspellititIIIIe, we\eewe\ LATLAT-

Itit1It '"""' Degnan answeredanswered-
"I"II" 1 have to depend on SocialSOCIJISOCIJ-

ISecutlly
Social-

SecuritySecuritySecutlly becausebecau e I worked whilewhile-
I

while-

could
while-

couldI couldcouldseesee but now , asIS., you maymJYmJY-
have

may-

havehave noticednot Iced , IIcan'tcan- 'tca- ntcan- 'tca- ntcan- 'tca- nt' see ,
" I mmaMinamma-

Wllloya
Mina-

WilloyaWilloyaWllloya , Brevig Mission told thethe-

Congressmen
the-

CongressmenCongressmen .

"HowHow"lIowlIow"flowflow" much do you get inIIIII-

ISocial
in-

SocialSocial Security7SecuntySecurity?" Stevens askedasked-

"S"SS"$142.50142.5014250$ 142.5014250.. Social SecuritySecuflty ,
"

she said . She went on to cxphmexpl1l11explainexpl1l11-

the
explain-

thethe importance of sealsealoiloil011 as aa-

preservative
a-

preservativepreservative and the uses of seasea-

mammals
sea-

mammalsmammals among her people .

"SharingSharing"ShaflngShaflng" and helpinghelpmg eacheach-

olher
each-

otherotherolher.. That'sThats'' how they havehave-

sUrYlved

have-

survivedsurvivedsUrYlved .
"

ManyMJny witnesseswltneS'ieswltneSies' struggledtruggled toto-

fmd
to-

findfindfmd EnglishLnghshLngh h allegory that mightmight-

help
might-

helphelp explainexplalO theirthelt plightplight-

"All
plIght-

"All
plight-

"All"AllAll" the good thingsthmgs comeconic toto-

us
to-

usus from the sea ,:"' said PeterPeter-

Seganna
Peter-

SegannaSeganna of KingKmg IslandIslanu . "AA" manmJnmJn-
from

man-

fromfrom Michigan might say that allall-

good
all-

goodgood thingsIIlIngs comecorne from buildingbUlldmgbUlldmg-

cars
building-

carscars .

"LearningLearning"LearnlOgLearnlOg" to hunt andandIVoryivoryIVory-

carve
ivory-

carvecarve is equivalent to a MastersMasters-

inin10 college ," explainedexpiamed Pual Tui-TuiTui-

lana
TUI-

lana
Tui-

lana
-

lana , also of KingKmg Island . "NowNow"Now-

this
"Now-

this

"
this bill has taken away mymy-

diploma
my-

diplomadiplomadiploma . 1I will be out of work .
"

There Vas}was testimonytestmlOny thatthaithai-

many
that-

manymany AlaskanAla kal1 villages dependdepend-
onon sea mammals for 90 percentpercent-
of

percent-
ofof thejrtIlertheir) food .

"JustJust" as many CaucasiansCaucasians-
cannol

Caucasians-
cannotcannotcannol get used to eatingeat 109 NativeNative-

foods
Native-

foodsfoods , manynuny LskimosLsklmos cannotcan no ! getget-

used
get-

usedused to10 eatjngeatmgeating beefbeefandand pork ,"
said VcrnVern Kugzrok of Nome .

In addition , seal oilall , is neededneeded-

by
needed-

byby people of the north to mainmalT-malTmain-malT-

tam
main-

tain
) ¬-

taintam healthhealthinin10 the winterwUlter.. AA-

consIderable
A-

considerableconsiderable trade has developeddeveloped-
between

developed-
betweenbetween coastalcoaslal natives andand-

tho
and-

thosethosetho of the interiormterior who seekseek-

oilOil011 to keep thcmselcvesthemseleves healthy .

It was also claimed that therethere-

would
there-

wouldwould be severe hardshiphard llIp ifjf thethe-

natives
the-

nativesnatives had to purchase whitewlutewlute-

man's
white-

man'sman'smans' foods .

"TheThe" Land Claims bill hashas-

passed
has-

passedpassed but the NativesNatl\'esNatl'eses\ ' liave11aveheave yetyet-

to
yet-

toto secsee any money ,:"' noted PeterPeter-

Seganna
Peter-

SegannaSeganna . "EveryoneEveryone" thinks thethe-

Natives
the-

NativesNatives are rich . We'reWere' richnchrichininmin-

culture

,

culture which we are about toto-

lose

II-

loselose because of you . It'sItsII'sIIs' estiestI-estI-

mated
esti-

mated

¬-

mated that we- 'llwe- llwe- 'llwe- llwe- 'llwe- ll' get $475475$ per I

capitaC1lpta! withwllh the settlementselllemellt "
TestimonyTestnnonyTestimonyalso-alsoalso1ho-; cameCJme in111 to1010-

IIIdlCJte
to-

indicateindicateIIIdlCJte AlaskanAla kan mammalsmunnuh, areIreIre-
not

are-

not
.,

not as endangered as manymJnymanyscisci'CI-'CICIsci-sci'C-
Ientlsts

sci-

entists
' ¬-

entistsentlsts and televisionlelevl\lonlelevllonlelevllonHller\ writers\HllerHllerwriters-
have

\ ,
havehJve lead people to believebel/t'wbelt'wtw/ ' .

"ItIt"IIII" looks likehke 2,0002000, to 3,00030003.0003.000-
seals

3,000-
seals

,.

seals come inJI1to on our ice ,:"' rere-rere-

ported
re-

ported
¬-

ported MartinMJrtlO OlsonOIonOI on ol01of GohvanGolivanGolivan-

"They
(; olivJnolivJn-

"They"TheyThey" justJmtlust likehke ducks out thereIhereIhere-

sllIlIIg
there-

sittingsittingsllIlIIg infI! a pondpondwhenwhen you see'oCeoCe'oC-

ehead
see-

heads 'headshead comelOme: up out of thethe-

water
the-

Waterwater..
"

John BurnsBurn andJnd JohnJohl1 Vani.iVaniiV.lI1I.1VlI1I.1VlI1I1V.lI1I.-
1of

Vani.i-

of
. .

of the State Fishrl\hrlhrlhandFishand\ and GameGJl11eGJl11-

eDepJrtment
Game-

DepartmentDepartmentDepJrtment reported the stelljtell,1tell1stell.istellistell.i-
seal

tell,1-

seal
.,

sealsealnumbersnumbers ot01of 300,000300000, andlI1dand-

harbor
,lI1d-

h.lfoorharborh.lfoorhlfoor. sealseJI populationpopUIJIIOn is 200-200200-

000
200-

000
200-

000
, -

000 in111111pltespite\plteplte\ ofofcontinued-continuedcontinuedontmued-
, harhMhar-har-

vesting

¬'-

vestingvestll1g
vestingThevestll1gThe

The sejsea otteroller populationpOpUIJllon ,.

accordingJccordlllg to their count , numnum-num-
bers

¬.-

bers 50,00050000, to 100,000100000100,000even, eveneven-
though

even-
thoughthough the state has harvestedhJrvested
2,4632463,
, and the AmchitkaAmdutka blasthlJSIhlJSI-

kIlled
blast-

killedkilled 1,0001000, .

In addition , they claimeddanneddammed theth-
ehohead

the-

bowheadbowhoheadbowhead", head whalewh.llewhlle. populationpopulJtlon numnum-num-

bets
¬.-

bersbets 2,0002000, to 3,0003000, andJnd is inIllin-inin-

creasing

¬'-

creasingcreasrng ScientistsSClen t , qs luvehJvehave prepre-pre-

VJlU

pre-

viously

¬-

viouslyVJlU) ly claimeddJlmed there areIre., only
16 , 26 or 100 bowheadsbowheJds leltleft in1010-

Ihe
in-

thetheIhe world.mldmld. .

One ol01of the best preparedprepJredprepJred-
stJtcl11ents

prepared-
statementsstatementsstJtcl11ents cameCJmecarne Ironifromfront DjvidDJVHIDavidDJVH-

ISlone

David-

StoneStoneSlone olof PointPoml Hope1Ipe! ) who", ho readreldreld-

carefully
read-

carefully
,

carefully Ironifrom aI., letter written'rlttenrltten'rltten-
by

written-
by

"'by his1115 village councilcouncil-
"Our

council-
"Our

council-
"Our"OurOur" very liveslive'ilivei' revolverevolve-

around
revolve-

aroundaroundaroundImmIgrationimmigration cycleqde, ol01of01-

oceamc
of-

oceanicoceanicoceamc mammalsJJ1JJI1IJJJh . There ar "'°
virtually no jobsjob availableJVJIIJblc in11111-

1POll1t

in-

PointPointPOll1t Hopelope(
. The l)70l701970') StateState-

MJnpower
State-

ManpowerManpowerMJnpower survey showedhowed 6464-

percenl
64-

percentpercentpercenl ofofourour people luvehJvehave an.InIn.In-

average
an-

average
.

average incomemcome of under 53,00053000$3,0003000$ , .

"TheThe"' he cost of livinghvmg at PointPomtPomt-

lIope
Point-

MopeHopelIopeMope is double that of SeattleSeJUleSeJUle-

ObvIOusly
Seattle-

ObviouslyObviously it is virtuallyvlttually impossilTnpOSunpossi-unpossiunpossi-
hlc

I ¬'-

ble'JcJchlc' ! to nieetmeet the cost ofofodofoiloil , rentrelll ,

lights and food without anyany-

monetary
any-

monetarymonetary supply Any moneymoney-
that

money-
thatthat can be gainedgamed Iromfrom ourourI-

U11Ited
our-

limitedlimitedIU11ItedIU11Itedulimiteduseuseu of01 seaeJ mammalmal1l1nlImanurial, propro-pro-
ducts

¬.-

ductsJucl is, sorelyorely needledneasledn ed "
Although PointPomt Hope is1\1\1IhetheIheIhe-

'iCcond

the-

secondsecond'iCcondiCcond' largestIJrg"eIJrge" t whaling'"%A hJlinghaling communiconlll1l1l1lconununi-conununiconununi-
ty

¬'-

ty inmum AlaskaAIJ J ., Stonetone saidald thethe-

nJtlve
the-

nativenativenJtlve store there purchasedpurchJ\edpurchJed\ only
2,0002000, OOOOOOitlildspoundsitlilds'() ofofmuklukmuktukmukluk lorforlor-
resale

for-
resaleresale last seasonsea.onseaon. ThisT11I averagesaveraverages-
to

Jge
to S23.53S2353$23.5323.532353$ . gaingam per personper on , lessleless-
than

\
than the costcmt ofofaa barrelbarrelofofofsloveofstovestoveslovestove-
oiloil011..

Stone said they utih/edutihedutIlI/cdutIlIcdutilized// thethe-
whole

the-
wholewhole animalanlmJI except the skullkullskull-

which
kull-

whichwhich is sunk by traditiontradltlun .onlyfor"WeWe" have always hunted only
for our need . We have been wiseWis-
eenough

wise-
enoughenough notnol to overkill hIshIIitIIII-

fair
it-

fairfair to destroy our cultural herihen-henheri-hen-

tage
heri-

tage
¬-

tage andandourour lifestylehte tyle by stopstop-stop-

ping
top ¬'-

pingpmg all utilisationutlh/atlOnutlhatlOnutilization/ of theseIheseIhese-

mJl1l1nab
these-

mammalsmammals9mJl1l1nabmammals?' " helie askeda ked .

Several Natives noted tlutIhJtthat nonunu-
Wa

no-

WashingtonWashingtonWa hll1gton congressmen exceptexcept-
the

except-
thethe Alaskan delegationdelegJtlon ludhJdhadhJdcomehadconecomeconecome-

to
cone-

toto hear them andandvOicedvoiced tearslear\learleart-
hat

tears-

fiat \that( fiat Native pioblemsploblemsproblems mightnllght notnutnut-
be

not-
bebe understoodundentood by outsidersuUhdersoutsiders-

"Representatives
uUhders-

"Representatives
outsiders-

"Representatives

,

"RepresentativesRepresentatives" from WashWash-WWJWash-

ington
J h ¬.-

ingtonIOgton , ID()) C( '
. , they don'tdont' even bebe-

inin111 Alaska one day yet.. WhyWhy-

not
Why-

notnot sendsendupup to AlaskaAla J.aJa. firstfmt , "
wondered BenedictBenedlcl Snowball , Jr .

of StebbmsStebblOsStebbins
StebbmsIfStebblOsIfStebbinsif
If thetime banbJn docsdoes pass , "AllAll" wewe-

will
we-

willwill do is watch with heartacheheartJcheheartJche-
the

heartache-
thethe RussiarlRussian boats takingtaklOg all theythey-

want
they-

wantwant ,
" concludedcunduded John Aponga-ApongaAponga-

look
Aponga-

look
Aponga-

look
-

looklookofof GambellGambrllGambrllwhichGambellwhichwhich lieslie onlyonly-
aa few miles from SiberiaSibena . "AndAnd"And-
one

"And-
one

"
one will whisperwfmper , 'WhyWhy"Why'" did U.SUS. .

buy Alaska ??'' I would say oneone-

who
one-

whowho introduced billbIllneedneed educaeduca-educa-

tion
educa-

tion
¬-

tion of Eskimo WiiywyW J.YJY.;, of livinghvmg . "


