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TheThe state of Alaska broughtbrought-
charges

brought-
chargescharges last weekweekagamstagainstagamst WilliamWilhamWilham-

lIutchmson
William-

HutchinsonMutchmsonlIutchmsonHutchinson , formerly of FairFaIr-FaIr-

banks
Fair-

banks
¬-

banks and now manager of thethe-

mrport
the-

airportairportmrport in10 BelliesBettleBettles. and maintemamte-mamtemainte-mamte-
nance

mainte-
nance

¬-

nance supervisorupervlsor in10 eight otherother-
villages

other-
villagesvillages .

Mr.. HutchinsonHutchmson was chargedcharged-
with

charged-
withwith huntinghuntmghuntmgwolveshuntingwolveswolves without anan-

aenal
an-

aerialaerialaenal permit and failure to sealseal-

wolf
seal-

wolfwolf hides on demand whenwhen-

ordered
when-

orderedordered to do so by State TroopTroop-Troop-
er

¬-

er Maurice ChristieChmtle of BelliesBettJeBetties ..

The six-mansixman- jury , composedcomposed-
ofof three men and three women ,

found HutchinsonHutchmson not guillygUIlty onon-
both

on-
bothbothbothcountscounts .

The four-dayfourdayfour.dayfourday-.- trialtllal broughtbrought-
aa raft of witnesses in from thethe-

bush
the-

bushbush to testifytesl1fy on the charges ..

It was alleged by the defensedefense-
that

defense-
thatthat Mr.. HutchinsonHutchmson was beingbeing-

harrassed
being-

harrassedharrassed by the FishFishandand GameGame-
Department

Game-
DepartmentDepartment , and by witnesseswitnesses-
that

witnesses-
thatthat they had heard FishFishandandand-
Game

and-
GameGame were "outout" to get him . "

While t'ietieCleCie' jury was out in101-
0deliberatIOn

in-

deliberationdeliberation , State Troopers anan-anan-

tIcipating
an-

ticipating
¬-

ticipating a guilty verdict imIm-ImIm-

pounded
im-

pounded
¬-

pounded Mr.. Hutchmson'sHutchmsonsHutchinson'sHutchinsons' airalT-alTair-airalT-

plane
air-

plane
¬-

plane on the charge that it hadhad-
been

had-
beenbeen usedusedinin10 illegalillegalaerialaerialaenal hunthunt-hunt-

ing
hunt-

ing
¬-

ing . They released the plane thethe-
follow

the-
followingfollowingfollow 109 day .

On the nightmght heh ' was askedasked-

to
asked-

toto tender the wolf hides forfor-

sealing
for-

sealingsealing , Mr . HutchinsonHutchrnson andand-

other
and-

otherother witnesses testified he waswas-

engaged
was-

engagedengaged in a rescue operation forfor-

two
for-

twotwo hunters whose plane hadhad-

gone
had-

gonegone down in10 an adjoining area ,

Dan Saylor of the Weather SerSer-Ser-

vice
Ser-

vice

¬-

vice and Allen McKibben .

McKibben was reported toto-

have
to-

havehave very littlehttle survival gear .

Considered by many people to

be an expert pilot , HutchinsonHutchinson-
flew

Hutchinson-
flewflew out and rescued the twotwo-

men
two-

menmen , after beingbemg requested toto-

help
to-

helphelp inm the search by Mrs . MeMcMc-

Klbben
Mc-

KibbenKibbenKlbben .

McKibben then turned state'sstates'

witness , testifyingtestlfymg that HutchinHutchm-HutchmHutchin-Hutchm-
son

Hutchin-
son

¬-

son asked he and Saylor to claimclaim-

the
claim-

thethe two wolves tied to the wingwmgwmg-

Slfuts
wing-

shutssifutsSlfutsshuts when the plane returnedreturned-
toto Bettles . McKibben statedstated-

Continued
stated-

Continued
stated-

Continued( Continued on Page 6)6)



Hunter . . .
( Continued from page 11)1)1-

)that

1-

)that

})

that HutclunsonlIutchmsonHutchinson had actuallyaCluallyaClually-

shot
actually-

shotshot the wolves from the planeplane-

on
plane-

onon the way to pickingPlclmg up thethe-

men
the-

menmen .

The defense alleged that thethe-

two
the-

twotwo( wo wolves were killed by thethe-

downed
the-

downeddowned men , and that HutclunlIutclun-lIutclunHutchin-HutchinlIutclun-
son

Hutchin-
son

¬-

son merely retrieved them . TheThe-

defense
The-

defensedefense said McKibben wasWl: rere-rere-

luctant
re-

luctant
¬-

luctant to claimclann them , as heliehe-

was
lie-

waswas a non-residentnonresident- and had alal-alal-

ready
al-

ready
¬-

ready taken his two-wolftwowolf- limithmlt..

Saylor apparently had no validvahd
1972 huntinghuntll1g licensehcense on Jan . 1II..

The morningmornmg followingfollowlOg thethe-

rescue
the-

rescuerescue , HutchinsonlIutchinson said helie atat-atat-

tempted
at-

tempted
¬-

tempted to contact TrooperTrooper-
Christie

Trooper-
ChristieChristie to seal the hides . TheThe-

trooper
The-

troopertrooper admitted he oversleptoverslept-
onon the morningmornlOg in111 question .

When he was not availableavallbleavailhble ,

HutchinsonHutchmson flew on to FairFan-FanFair-Fan-

ban
Fair-

banlCs

¬-

banksbanlCsban s .

The state'sstates' case also attemptaitempt-aitemptattempt-attemptaitempt-
cd

attempt-
ed

¬-

edcd to prove that HutchinsonlIutch1l1sonlIutch1l1son-

shot
Hutchinson-

shotshot five wolves earlier on JanJJn I1 ,

in10 the company of Bill MattisMattis-

of
Mattis-

ofof BelliesBettles There were conflictconfllct-confllctconflict-confllct-
109

conflict-
ing

¬-

ing109 arguments from bothbothsidessides .

Important testimony revolvedrevolved-

around
revolved-

aroundaround Hutchmson'sHutchmsonsHutcl1Jl1son'sHutcl1Jl1sonsHutchinson'sHutchinsons' ability as aa-

pIlot
a-

pilotpilot..

It11 was debated whether itIt-

would
it-

wouldwould have been possible to taketake-

off
take-

offoffoffininm the CettabriaCettabna inm deepdeep-

snow
deep-

snowsnow with two men in10 the cockcock-cock-

pit
cock-

pit

¬-

pit , each weighingweighmg 250 Ibslbs . , 55-

wolves
5-

wolveswolves at about 100 Ibslbs . each ,

a full gas tank -. 180 Ibslbs . , andand-

sUrYlval

and-

survivalsurvivalsUrYlval gear of about 100 Ibslbs . ,

a total weight of JI1 180 Ibslbs .

State Trooper James Poa , aa-

competent
a-

competentcompetent aerial wolf hunter ,

who claims to have shot wolveswolves-

with
wolves-

withwith a hand gun , left-handedlefthanded- ,

from the windowwmdow of a movingmovmgmovmg-

plane
moving-

planeplane , testifiedtestlflCd he thought itIt-

would
it-

wouldwould be possible withwltn a longlong-

takeoff
long-

takeofftake-offtakeofftakeoffrun- run .

Others testified they hadhad-

known
had-

knownknown HutchinsonIlutchinson to fly with
12 wolf carcasses inm thetime plane .

Bixler WhitingWllItmg , Hutchmson'sHutchmsonsHutchlOson'sHutchlOsonsHutchinson'sHutchinsonsHutchlOson's-
attorney

Hutchinson's-
attorney

'

attorney , showed the jury a phopho-pho-

tograph
pho-

tograph
¬-

tographtographofof HutchinsonHute/unsonHuteunson/ standingstandmgstandmg-
beside

standing-
besidebeside two full-grownfullgrown-- wolveswolves-

and
wolves-

andand raised the question :

"IsIs" it possible to get twelvetwelve-

of
twelve-

ofof these animals inm that CettaCelta-CeltaCetta-Celta-
bria

Cetta-
bria

¬-

bria ? "
The jury , while it could notnot-

have
not-

havehave failed to be impressed withwith-
legetldary

with-
legetsdarylegetidarylegetldarylegetsdary accounts of Hutchin-Hutchinllutchin-llutchinHutchin-
son's

Hutchin-
son's

llutchin-
son's

-

son'ssons' flying and shooting skill ,

did not find him guilty on thethe-

evidence
the-

evidenceevidence presented .


