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3 Conservation GroupsStrongly Back Natives

NOMtNOMENOM !: - Alaska spokesmenspokesmen-
forfor three conservation organisaorganlla-organllaorgamza-orgamzaorganllat-
lOns

orgamza-
lions

¬-

tionstlOnslions testified strongly in behalfbehalf-
of

behalf-
ofof the continuedcontinueduseuse by AlaskanAlaAlaskan-

Natives
kankan-

NativesNatives ofofoceanocean mammals atat-

the
at-

thethe hearingheanng in Nome , held ThursThurs-Thurs-
day

¬.-

day , May 1II111 , conducted for thethe-

U.S
the-

U.SU.SUS. . Senate Commerce CommitCommit-Commit-
tee

Commit-
tee

¬-

tee by Senators Mike Gravel andand-

Ted
and-

TedTed Stevens .

The spokesmen endorsed exex-exex-

ceptIons
ex-

ceptions

¬-

ceptions for the marinemanne mammam-mam-

mals
mam-

mals
¬-

mals legislation now in10 thethe-

Senate
the-

SenateSenate Commerce CommitteeCommitCommittee-
which

leelee-

whIchwhich would allow continuedcontrnuedcontrnued-
subsistence

continued-
subsistencesubsistence hunting ofofoceanoceanocean-

mammals
ocean-

mammalsmammals and the use of theirthenthen-
parts

their-

partsparts for continuedcontmuedcontinuedartsarts and

crafts wihmwlhmwihin Native cottage inIn-InIn-

dust
in-

dustries
¬-

dustriesdust TIes .

Arthur Davidson , Anchorage ,

Alaska Representative forfor-

FTlends
for-

FriendsFriendsFTlends of the fcarthbrlhEarth ,, a nationalnatIOna-
lconservation

national-
conservationconservation organisationorgamlatlonorganization toldtold-

the
told-

thethe hearinghear 109 that Alaskan NativesN3l1veNatives-

havehave always livedhvedhved"Inlived"in"inin" balance "

with their environmentenvlronrnen t andal1dapd thatthat-

Friends
that-

FriendsFriends of the Earth has realizedrealiledrealiled-
such

realized-
suchsuchsuchandand would work to supportsupport-
legIslation

support-
legislationlegislation which wouldwouldreflectreflectreflect1-
11Is

reflect-

thisthis111Is and which wouldwouldallowallow cm-cmcin-cincm-
tmued

cin-
tinued

-.

tmuedmuedtinued! Native uses of marinemannemanne-
mammals

marine-
inamrnalsmammalsinamrnals .

Ernest Mueller , Fairbanks ,

President of the state-widestatewide-- , 900-900900-

member
900-

member
900-

member
-

member AlaskaAla ka ConservationCon ervatlon

Society told the hearing thatthaI ,.

whilewillie the Society "stronglystrongly" supsup-sup-

ports
¬.-

ports the protection of marinemannemanne-
mammals

marine-
mammalsmammals ,, " it does so on thethe-

basIs
the-

basisbasis of management of eacheach-

specIes

each-

speciesspecies rather than under blanketblanket-
regulatIOn

blanket-
regulationregulation of all marinemanne mammam-mam-

mals
¬.-

mals suchsuchasas that proposed unun-unun-

der
un-

der
¬-

der pendingpendmg legislation .
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He asked that( hat NativeNallve uses ofof-

manne
of-

marinemarinemanne mammals be allowed toto-

continue
to-

continuecontinue as a part of any newnew-

legislation
new-

legislationlegislation .

Jim Kowalsky of Fairbanks ,
Arctic Representative forfor-

Fnends
for-

FriendsFriendsFnends of the Earth and ExecuExecu-Execu-

tive

¬.-

tivelive Director for the FairbanksFalfbanksFalfbanks-
Environmental

Fairbanks-
EnvironmentalEnvironmental Center testifiedtesllfjedtesllfjed-
on

testified-
onon behalf of the continuedcontmued useuse-

of
use-

ofofofmanneofmarinemarinemanne mammals by AlaskanAlaskan-

Nallves
Alaskan-

NativesNativesNallves and he favored a separateseparate-
management

separate-
managementmanagement of each species .

HelIeIle also pointed out that thethe-

Manne
the-

MarineMarineManne Mammals still does notnot-

address
not-

addressaddress itself to the "realreal" threatsthreats-
toto all mammals ," to Native lifelife-life-

styles
life-

styles
¬-

styles and the quality of life inIn-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska generally .

HeIle told the hearing that thesethese-

"real
these-

"real"realreal" threats" come from thethe-

reduction
the-

reductionreduction of habitat caused byby-

the
by-

thethe destruction or degradingdegradmg ofof-

Alaskan
of-

AlaskanAlaskan air , land and waterwater-

caused
water-

causedcaused by misuse of land , andand-

pollution
and-

pollutionpollution . He asked that thethe-

two
the-

twotwo senators devote strongerstrmgerstranger: efef-ef-

forts
¬.-

forts to correcting this abuse inin-

Alaska
in-

AlaskaAlaska and in the nation , gengen-gen-

erally
gen-

erally
¬-

erally .

Kowalsky cited the underunder-under-

ground
under-

ground

¬-

ground Amchitka nuclear testtest-

explosion
test-

explosionexplosion known as Cannikin as

an example of suchsuchabusuchabuseabuseabu e andand-
"gross

and-
"gross"grossgross" misuse of Alaskan land . "

Helie recalled that this federalfederal-

project
federal-

projectproject threatened the lives ofof-
Natives

of-
NativesNatives directly and indirectly ,

that it destroyed some habitathaJitathaJitat-
and

habitat-
andand killed in excess of 1,00010001,000-
sea

1,000-
sea

,

sea otters .

Kowalsky emphasized thatthat-
the

that-
thethe AmchitkaAmchltka test represents thethe-
sort

the-
sortsort ofofmisusemisuse of land and waterwater-
which

water-
whichwhich , ifIfrepeatedrepeated over andandoverover ,

ultimately will lead to the dede-dede-

structIOn
de-

struction
¬-

struction of habitat , environenvlfon-envlfonenviron-envlfon-
ment

environ-
ment

¬-

ment generally and even people .

Kowalsky also commentedcommented-
upon

'

upon the "eloquenceeloquence" " of thethe-
EskImo

the-
EskimoEskimo village spokesmen whowho-

made
who-

mademade statements at the NomeNome-

hearing
Nome-

hearinghearing .

'TheirTheir"Their'" statements toldtoldofofof-

their
of-

theirtheir real need to continue theirtheir-

traditional
their-

traditionaltraditional lifestyles , and I thinkthink-
this

think-
thisthis is so important to underunder-under-
stand

under-
stand

¬-

stand , because it marks the concon-con-
trast

con-
trast

¬-

trast of their lives to the glutglut-
and

glut-
andandandwastewaste of the non-NativenonNativenon.NativenonNative-. ,"
he said .

'ThisThis"This'" was the most dignifieddlgnileddlgnildignified-
public

eded-

publicpublic hearinghearlOg I have ever atat-atat-

tended
at-

tended
¬-

tended anywhere ," helie concludconclud-conclud-
ed

¬.-

ed .


