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As you know , hearingsheanngs on the Sea Mammals LegislationLegislatlOll will bebe-

held

be-

heldheld in Alaska May 1II1 and 1122 in order that voices of Alaskans willwill-

be

will-

bebe heard on these billsb 1ls affecting Indians , Eskimos , and Aleuts .

What impact these hearingsheanngs will have on a NationalNahonallevcllevel , and at thethe-

Washington

the-

WashingtonWashington , D . C . , scene , is yet to be seen .

A bill that would prohibit the use of ocean mammals waswas-

passed
was-

passedpassed in the U . S . House of RepresentativesRepresenatlves( in10 March by a votevole of
362-1036210- . A similar measure that would allow subsistence use ofof-

certain

of-

certaincertain species and for continuancecontmuance of the Native crafts industriesmdustnesmdustnes-
for

industries-
forfor local marketingmarketmg only is now pendingpcndll1g inm the Senate'sSenates' CommerceCommerce-
Committee

Commerce-
CommitteeCommittee .

The Senate Commerce Committee heldheldanan Executive Session onon-

Sea

on-

SeaSea Mammals Legislation on May 8 . Then , on May 22 , the FullFull-

Commerce

Full-

CommerceCommerce Committee will meet for final deliberationsdehberations on thethe-

legislation

the-

legislationlegislation , in hopes to vote on the billbillinin111 late MayMayoror early June .

Shortly thereafter-thereafterthereafterFree,,- Free Conference CommitteeCOli1mlttee will meet andand-

Congress

and-

CongressCongress hopes to have this legislationleglslaion( become law before recess in11111-
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IJte
2-

latelateIJte June or early July .

The well-financedwellfinancedwell-flOancedflOanced- , highly-organi/edhighlyorganiedhlghly-orgallJledhlghlyorgallJledhighly-organizedorganizedhlghlyorgallJledconserhighlyorganizedconservation- / conservationconser Jtlon and environenvlftOenviron-environ-
mental

) ¬.-

mental groups throughout the Nation have been carryingcarl) 109 out , forfor-

several
for-

severalseveral months now , an extensive campaign to ban ocean mammalmammal-
huntmg

mammal-
huntinghuntinghuntmg , includingmcludlOg important andandneededneededneededusesuses of by-productsbyproducts- ofof-
the

of-
thethe animals , therefore , once againagam , affectingaffectmg adversely the traditiontradition-tradition-
al

¬-

al way of lifetfe! and the culture of the FirstFltSt AmericansAmencans . ThoughThought thesethese-

organizations
these-

organizationsorganizations may have wellwellineaiimgmeaningrnearimgineaiimg , they have failedfaded to take intomtomto-
consIderatIOn

into-
considerationconsideration the basic needs of our culture and have not soughtsought-
advice

sought-
adviceadvice on these billsbtlls fromfwm the first and natural conservationistsconservatlomsts -
the Indians , Eskimos and Aleuts of Alaska .

No doubt , there is agreement that the presentpre ent economy of thethe-

Native
the-

NativeNative people is sparse , as compared to10 the restres ! of the Nation ;: thusthus-
makmg

thus-
makingmakingmakmg it hard to do effective lobbyinglobbymg activities which relate toto-

the
to-

thethe liveshves of the Alaskan Natives . The past historyIlIStory of the mannermanner-
inin111 which the aboriginalsabongmals in AmericaAmenca were treatedtreatedISis indeedmdeedmdeedaindeedaa bleakbleak-

one
bleak-

oneone ;: as the once richnchllIghly, highly structured cultures have been suppressupp.res-supp.ressuppres-supp.res-
sed

suppres-
sed

. ¬-

sed to the pointpomt that now somethingsomethmgsonethmg has got to be done to preservepreserve-
the

preserve-
thethe present strugglingstrugglmg cultures .

With thistillS criticalcntlcal propsect endangeringemlangerlng the ongtanlonglanlorigianl wayWJY of lifehfehfe-

of
life-

ofof the FirstFltSt AmericansAmencans , a group is beingbelOg formed inil: order to sendsend-

lobbYists
send-

lobbyistslobbyists to WashingtonWashmgton , D . C ; called the WHALEWIIALE Committee --
letters of WHALEWHALEstandingstanding for What Happens to Alaska'sAlaskasAlaska ' LivingLIving-
E

Living-

EskimosEskimosE klmos ? . InitialImtla ! members of the WHALE Committee includemcJudemcJude-

Sen3tors
include-

SenatorsSenatorsSen3tors WillieWllhe Hensley , Kay Poland , Ray ChristiansenChnstlansen , RepreRepre-Repre-

sentatives
Repre-

sentatives
¬-

sentatives Carl Moses , Martin Moore , Ed Naughton , Chuck Degnan ,
Frank PeratrovichPeratrovlch , Senator Jay Hammond , EmilEmd NottiNottl , AnneAnnAnne-

WalkerWalker , George Charles , Brenda Itta , Howard Rock , and ConnieCanConnieConnie-
Paddock

meme-

PaddockPaddock ;: with Jan Erickson and Tim Bradner to cover matters onon-

pubhclty
on-

publicitypublicitypubhclty .

As said previously , the WHALE Committee wants to send atat-

least
at-

leastleast ten people from rural areas to WashingtonWashmgton , D ,. C . , to lobby .
If you will help out by soliciting for funds from your group , oror-

anyone
or-

anyoneanyone interested , it will be put to the most effective use for thethe-
benefit

the-
benefitbenefit of Alaska . ContributionsContnbutlons may be sent to :

WHALE CommitteeCommIttee-
1800Glacler18001800GlaclerGlacier AvenueAvenue-

Juneau
Avenue-

JuneauJuneau , AlaskaAla ka 99801998099801-

If

99801-

If

J

If you arearc interestedmterestedinterestedinin111 becomingbecommg a member of the Committee ,

" please let us know by writingwntmg to the above address .

/' The WHALE COMMITTEE


