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National Guardsmen Parachutists VisitVi it Gambell
For 22 Anchorage area NaNa-NaNa-

tional
Na-

tional
¬-

tional Guardsmen , last weekendweekend-
proved

weekend-
provedproved to be a highlight of thethe-

past
the-

pastpast training year..

The men , members of thethe-
Guard's

the-
Guard'sGuard'sGuards' 38th ]) Special Forces ,
flew nearly 600 milestulles to thethe-
Eskimo

the-
EskimoEskimo village of GambellGambellononon-
St

on-
StSt . Lawrence Island for a twotwo-
day

two-
dayday trainingtraming session with theirtheIr-
Gambellbased

their-
GambellbasedGambell-basedGambellbased- detachmentdetachmenI..

CPT Lowell Barrick , comcom-com-
mander

com-
mander

¬-

mander of the 38th38thIed, led the menmen-
aboard

men-
aboardaboardaboardanan Alaska Air GinrdGlmdGuirdGlmd-
CI23

Guird-
C123C-123C123C-I23I23-- on FridayFnday morningmornmg ( May
5)5) for the five hour flight.. AA-

two
A-

twotwo hour stop inm Nome allowedallowed-

lime
allowed-

timetimelime for lunch andandaa bit ofof-

souvenir
of-

souvenirsouvenir shoppingshoppmg for the greengreen-
beret

green-
beretberet troopers , many of whomwhom-
had

whom-
hadhad never been to the NortonNorton-
Sound

Norton-
SoundSound city .

Taking off from Nome , thethe-

twinengine
thth-

twinengine
e

C-123C123C .123123 flewtwin-enginetwinengine- -. through
driftingdtlftingthroughdtlftingthroughdriftingfog banks for most ofof-

the
of-

thethe 200 mile tripttlp to Gambell .

Almost as if by divinedivme interinter-inter-

ference
inter-

ference
¬-

ference , the fog clearedclearedawayawayaway-
and

away-
andand the sun shone brilliantly asas-

the
aa-

the
s

the airplane touched down onon-
the

on-
thethe Gambell landinglandmg strip . AsAs-

usual
AA-

usual
s

usual in the remote native vilvdvil-vilvil-

lages
¬.-

lages of Alaska , the entireen lire villagevillage-

po
village-

populationpopulationpo pula lion met the airplaneairplane-
For

airplane-
For

airplane-
ForFor the Guardsmen , the firstfirst-

order
first-

orderorder of businessbusmess was parachutparachut-parachut-
mg

parachut-
ing

¬-

ingmg . A number of the GambellGambell-
members

Gambell-
membersmembers of the 38th38thneededneeded toto-

nake
to-

makemake\nakenake\ at least two jumps to keepkeep-
their

keep-
theirtheir parachute proficiency curcur-cur-
rent

¬.-

rentren I..

The parachutes were offoff-off-
loaded

off-
loaded

¬-

loaded from the airplane alongalong-
with

along-
withwith baggagebJggage andandotherother cargo .

Jumpers '; donned their chutes inin-

the
in-

thethe shadow of the airplane'sairplanes' tailtall ,

and were checked by the jumpjump-jump-
master

,-.

master , CPT Dell 1(lustedlIusted , priorprior-
to

prior-
toto reboarding the C-123C123C123C -123123- .

The airplane turned , taxiedtaxied-
toto the endendofof the runway ,. andand-
with

and-
withwith a roarrroarar of enginesengmes , took offoff-
over

off-
overover the village , accompanied
byaccompaniedbythe shouts of excitedexcItedVIlvilVIl-VIlVI-

llagers
vil-

lagers
¬-

lagers .

A long , climbingchmbmg turn , andand-
the

and-
thethe aircraft headed back towardtoward-
the

toward-
thetheadjacenttofrozen lake surface adjacent
to10 the village which hadhJd beenbeen-
selected

been-
selectedselectedselectedasas the drop zone70ne . ,

Villagers on snowmobile , all-allal-

lterrain
al-

lterram
al-

lterrain
-

terrainterram vehicles and on foot linedhnedhned-

the
lined-

thethe lake shore , awaitingawaltmg thethe-

drop
the-

dropdrop .

As the airplanealrplJne passed overover-
the

over-
thethe lakeIJke at 1250 feet , the jumpJump-junip-junipJump-
ers

junip-
ers

¬-

ers began to tumble from itIbits:, rearrear-

ramp
rear-

rampramp , lookinglookmg much like"keke" puppclspuppetspuppets-
bemg

puppets-
beingbeingbemg jerkedjerkedoffoff by the stringsttlng ofof-

their
of-

theirtheir opening chutes .

As they landed , the people ofof-

Gambell
of-

GambellGambellGambellrushedrushed to help gathergather-

up
gather-

upup chuleschutes andJnd jumpers , loadingloadmgloadmg-
them

loading-
themthem aboardlboardaboardsleds: sledsIeds for thetlw short

tripttlp back to the runway , wherewhere-

the
where-

thethe aircraftaircraftwaswas approachingappro c1l1ng forfor-

aa landinglandmg . Only a matter ofof-

mmutes

of-

minutesminutesmmutes , and the aircraft waswas-
approaching

was-
approachingapproaching for a landing . OnlyOnly-
aa matter of minutes , and thethe-

alfcraft

the-

aircraftaircraftalfcraftalfcraftwaswas loadedloadedagainagain andand-
airborne

and-
airborneairborne for the second drop .


