
Purpose of Educating-
Native

EducatingEd tingting-

NativeNative ChildrenChildr'n-FailsnFails
-

Fails
"WhatWhat" does education rreanIrean ? "

asked an Eskimo woman fromfrom-

the
from-

thethe village of Nunapitchuk onon-

the
on-

thethe Kuskokwim . Margaret NickNick-

framed
Nick-

framedframed the dilemna forfOf SenatorSenator-

Edward
Senator-

EdwardEdward Kennedy and his subsub-sub-
committee

sub-

committee
-¬-

committee hearings on NativeNative-

education
Native-

educationeducation in Fairbanks in MarchMarch-

of
March-

ofof 1969 .

"II" can- 'tca- ntcan- 'tca- ntcan- 'tca- nt' predict how mymy-

children
my-

childrenchildren should be educated ,"

she said . Just as her grandgrand-grand-

parents
grand-

parents

¬-

parents didn'tdidnt' know what facedfaced-

their
faced-

theirtheir childrench ldren .

"ButBut" one thing I know is , ifif-

my

if-

mymy children are proud ,. if mymy-

children
my-

childrenchildren have identity , if mymy-

children
my-

childrenchildren know who they are ,

they'lltheyll' be able to encounter anyany-any-

thmg
any-

thing
¬-

thingthmg in life .. I thinkthin this isis-

what
is-

whatwhat education means . ""
If the purpose ofofeducationeducationeducation-

isis to fit Eskimos or IndiansIndians-

into
Indians-

intointo the mainstream of AmericanAmerican-
life

American-
lifelife , it has failed . This is aa-

conclusion
a-

conclusionconclusion readiedreached by John ColCol-ColCol-

lier

Col-

lier

¬-

lier , one of the researchers whowho-

examined
who-

examinedexamined Indian and EskimoEskimo-

education
Eskimo-

educationeducation in AlaskaAla !>ka as part ofof-

a

of-

aa National Study of Indian EdEd-EdEd-

ucation
Ed-

ucation
¬-

ucation-ucation.:-.

ucationIn
InIn-InInssenceInessence"- essencessenceessence , this is the concon-con-

clusion
con-

clusion
¬-

clusion of the entire study , concon-con-

ducted
con-

ducted
¬-

ducted in 39 schools acrosslIcross the

UnitedUmted States . Indian childrenchildren-

show
children-

showshow normal or above normalnormal-

intelligence
normal-

intelligenceintelligence , yet perform concon-concon-

sistently
con-

sistently

¬-

sistently below average in Ameri-

can

AmeriAmeri-Ameri-

can

¬-

can society .

The fact that studies of thisthis-
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typetype-typeare*'- arealeare still beingeing '
, conductedond "tedted

"

dI

signalsasignals a widespread feeling
.
thatthat-

Indian
:

Indian education has failed .

The, Havighurst.flHavighurstflHavighurst.7Havighurst7Havighurst'iHavighursti..' ReportKep r ;, ., aa-

.summary
I

, summary.summary. of the conclusions ' anan-

recommendations
andand-

recommendations
d> :

recommendations reached by thethethe-
National

,

NationaltheNationalStudyStudy.onStudyon.onon. IndianIndianEd''°
, EducaEduca-

lion
ca-caca-

tion
¬-

tionlion ,. , was' published last monthmonth-
with

month-
with.withwith., several recommendationsrecommendations-
which

recommendations-
whichwhich have appearedppeared andandre, TC-TCTe-Te-re-reT-
Cappeared

T-
eappemd

-re-

appeared
-

appearedappemd in prior reportsrelorts? . TheThe-
stud

The-

study
,

studystudstudywaswas fundedfu ded by the U.SUS. .

Office of EducationEdu ation after beingbeing-
proposed

being-
proposedproposed by the 1967Ip6716? 7 ResearchResearch-
Conference

'

, '. Conference on IndianIridian Education .

Part of the gap in achieve-achieveachieve-
ment

achieve-
ment

achiev-
ement'between

-
', mentment'betweenmentbetween' between Indian andandwhitewhitewhite-

children
white-

childrenchildren can blebe: explainedex'plained'

byby-

the
." ,

the lower socio-economicsocioeconomicso io-economicioeconomic--- groupsgroups-
IndianS

groupsI-
ndiananrIndiansIndiananr' tend to fall into-theyintotheyintothey-
Me

intothey-
are

--
areMe some of the country'scountryscountry 's mostmost-
needy

most-
needyneedy citizens . '

The incalcuable factor is thethe-

"barrierthe"barrier-the"barrierbarrierthe"barrierthe"barrier--the"barrierbarrier"" "'!-thethe--- problemprobl m of stradstrad-strad-
dling

strad-
dling

¬-
dling two widely different culcul-culcul-

tures
cul-

tures
¬-

tures which Indian childrenchildr n mustmust-
ovenome

must-
overcomeovenomeovercome to succeedsucce d in the whitewhite-
world

white-
worldworld . ,

BiculturalBiculturaleducationeducationeducation , bilingualbilingual-
education

bilingual-
educationeducation , programs in IndianIndian-
heritage

Indian-
heritageheritage , are all suggestions whichwhich-
have

which-
havehave been thought of before andand-
impteme

and-
imiplementedimplementedimiplementedimpteme 1t d in several placesplates .

In Alaska , bilingual educationeducation-
started

education-
startedstarted last year in the BethelBethe-
larea

Bethel-
areaarea.. High schoolsS\"l-toolsS"lltoolssc\'"-ools and collegescolleges-
offer

colleges-
offeroffer Native culture coursescouneslan-couneslancouneslang-
uage

, lanlan-lanlan-

guage
¬-

guage courses andandotherother recent-
innovations in educational propro-pro-
grams

pro-
grams

-¬

gramsgrams-._- .
grams"A

"AA'A""' successful education needneed-
80t

need-
notnot80t be incompatibleintompatible with thethe-
retentionretentiont ntion of Indian identity ,

pride 'andand' self-respectselfrespectself-respecrespec- ," says thethe-

report
the-

reportreport written by Robert J .

Havighurst of the University ofof-
Chicago

of-
ChicagoChicago . Professor HavighurstHavighurst-
directed

Havighurst-
directeddirected the study of IndianIndian-
trducation

Indian-
educationeducationtrducation which involved six uniuni-uni-
gersities

uni-
versities

¬-

versitiesgersities and dozens ofofresearchresearchresearch-research-
ers

research-
ers

¬-
ers..

The study recommends aa-

greater
a-

greatergreater emphasis on career dede-dede-

vefopment
de-

veropment
¬-

velopmentvefopmentveropment , both college prepprep-
and

prep-
andand vocational training . A seriousserious-
effort

serious-
efforteffort , it says , should be mademade-
to

made-
toto recruit teachers , Indian andand-
nonIndians

and-
nonIndiansnon-IndiansnonIndians- who can work efef-ef-

fectively
ef-

fectively
¬-

fectively in Indian schools andand-

lroI11
and-

communitiescommunities1unitieslroI11 . ,

Young successful teachersteachers-
mould

teachers-
shouldsfiouldmouldshould be encouraged to stay ,
with salaries competitive withwwith-
other

ththf-

rtheretherfrtherother types of teaching . TeachersTeachers-
should

Teachers-
shouldshould receive special trainingtraining-
inin how to work within theth IndianIndian-
culturehow

Indian-
culturehowculture-howculturehow- to relate withw 'thth' stustu-stustu-

dents
stu-

dents
¬-

dents and their parents . CollegeCollege-
nained

College-
trainedtrainednained Indian teacherstcachers shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe recruited to work in BIABIA-

schools
BIA-

schoolsschools .
A further recommendationrecommendation-

calIs
recommendation-

callscallscalIs for special programs forfor-
urban

for-
urbanurban Indians , financed by JohnJohn-John-
son

John-
son

¬-
son O'MalleyOMalley' appropriations .

How do these recommendarecommenda-recommenda-
tionS

recommenda-
tions

¬-

tions" apply to Alaska ?
"TheThe"'" answers are probablyprobably-

the
probably-

thethe same for Alaskan education ,""
says Ray EarnhardtBarnhardt of the UniUni-Uni-

v.ersity
Uni-

versity
¬-

versityv.ersity. of Alaska , "butbut" for difdif-dif-
ferent

dif-
ferent

¬-
ferent reasons ,. AcculturationAcculturation-
inin Alaska is probably about 2020-

years
20-

yearsyears behind the lower 48-in48in48int-
he

48int-
he

--
the amount of English spoken ,

moving into the cities , etc . ItIt-

gives
It-

givesgives the state an opportunityopportunity-
forfor new programs which cancan-

avoid
can-

avoidavoid many of the mistakes mademade-
iit

made-
iiiiniitiii the lower 48 during the pastfastpast-
two

fast-
twotwo decades ."

. Professor EarnhardtBarnhardt coordincoordin-coordin-
ates

coordin-
ates

¬-
ates the innovative AlaskanAlaskan-
teacher

Alaskan-
TeacherTeacher Corps program-firstprogramfirst- atat-atat-

t
at-

t

¬-
tempternptt t to train Alaskan NativeNative-

ersteafthersers in the bush . Last year ,
Hel1eIn.! . Mrvedrved as part of theth researchresearchr-
oe

:
roetain which examined schoolsschools-

dButd:d: communities in Bethel and '

&rgoonrgoonAllgoonAngoon& as part of the NationalNational-
Study

.
" Study5bsdy on Indian education .

A film study of Eskimo eded-eded-

IICltion
ed-

eeation
¬-

ucationIICltioneeation , conducted by John Col-ColCol-

Berr
Col-

lier
Col-

lier
-

Berrlierinterestingbervation", turned' up sorriesorrlesonie interesting
&selVationselVation.&nervationsbervation{ ! $ on what goes '. ononi-

iucitiniiuc. classrooms-observationsclassroomsobservationscIassrooms-observationscIassrooms--- openopen-
t

i

personwhofbbt '> the criticism of any personperson-
whowho views the ,\ filmed record .

CollierCgllier is the son of formerfonnerfonner-
gmmissioner

former-
CommissionerCommissionergmmissioner( of Indian AffairsAffairs-

d
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,
EskimoEskimdstudents' studentsstude ts , CollierCollief findsfmds ,.

arearetiare 1|titimost< mostost''
,
;
, comfortablecomrortacomfortabletle ,t;.inin.

.in ," theJe
'"

> Eskimo environment-inenvironmentinenvironment-inenvironmentin- a Kweth-KwethKweth-
luk

Kweth-
uk

Kweth-KwethKweth-

luk
-

. ,.),, lukluksmallukuksm(smallsmsmallsmallvillagerfrfvi1Jagvillagevi1Jag in ' the K"usIKusIKuskolKuskol-
wim

"KTuskokToJoJioJ-

wim iwim) rather than in a largeJarge! citycity-
like

city-
likecODJparedclasseslike Anchorage . He comparedcODJparedcompaiedcompaied-
classesclasses in villages and in AnchorAnchor-Anchor-AnchorAnchor-
age

Anchor-
age

¬-
age. He found the most eri-erien-eneri-

thusiastic
erl-erlerl-

thusiastic
en-

thusiastic
-

thusiastic classes iniri the smajlsmasmallsmall-
villages

ll-

villagesvillages and iniii' Bethel.. >,+ 5;

.
Native'Native' teachers , with mini-minimini-

mum
nmnini-

m
n * -

mum trainingtra nitlg, teachfeach Head StartStar\StarStar-
the

Start-
in

\
in the small villages-withvillageswith-- great
'successsuccess': successgreatsuccess. Traditional kindergar-kindergarkindergar1kindergarlkindergar-
tens

kindergar1-
tens

kindergarl-
tens

-

tens may tend to smother thethe-

Eskimo
!;

FskimoEskimo child , despite high teach-teachteach-
er

-,"

er qualifications . EskimoE kimo chil-chilchil-

dren
chil-

dren
chil-

dren
-

dren tend to react badly toto-

experiences
to-

experiencesexperiences in the predominantlypredominantly-
white. white Anchorage classrooms .
'. ',

'
Schools in the Arctic , CollierCollier-

fmds
Collier-

findsfindsfmds , educate the Native toto-

leave
to-

leaveleaveleave Alaska-toAlaskatoAlaskato-":- reach goalsg als onlyonly-
availabl

only-
availableavailableavailabl Jninn the lower 48 , AtAt-

the
At-

thethlethe samee time , enterprisingenterprising-
whites

enterprising-
whiteswhites are findingfmding unlimitedunlimittd op-1op1op-opop-
p

op-

portunities
-- '

pdrtunitiesportunitiesp rtuniti s in
'

the Arctic bush .

Shouldn'tShouldnt' the Natives of thesethese-
areas

these-
areasareas findfmd the same opportuniopprtuniopportuni-oppopportunit-
ies

rtuni-rtunirtuni-
tje

¬-
.-

tiestje ?
Their schoolsschoschoolsls teach a whitewhite-

curriculum
white-

curriculumcurriculum , through white teachteach-teach-
er

teach-
ers

¬-
erser , with little emphasis on thethe-
world

the-
worldworld , of the Arctic-theArcticthe- worldworld-
the

world-
thethe child must understandundrstlund rstl:.d andand-
learn

and-
learnlearn from . They ignore thethe-

world
the-

worldworld around them to concenconcen-concen-
trate

concen-
trate

¬-
trate on a "widerwider" culturecuhure"" mostmost-
of

most-
ofof the children may never see .

Collier'sColliers' recommendationsrecommendations-
parallel

recommendations-
parallelparallel those of the NationalNational-
report

National-
reportreport , for different reasonsreaSOls) . HeHe-

goes
He-

goesgoes even further . He recomrecom-recom-
mends

recom-
mends

¬-
mends more Native teachers , aa-

phasing
a-

phasingphasing out of white teachersteachers-
toto replace them with creative.creative.creative-
Natives

.creative-
NativesNatives . Community people ,

,
he feels , should be brought intointo-
the

into-
thethe schools . Elders should teachteach-
the

teach-
thethe traditions and crafts of thethe-
Arctic

the-
ArcticArctic , rather than be shut outout-
of

out-
ofof the schools .

A school , he finds , shouldshould-
be

should-
bebe part of the community-notcommunitynotcommunitynot-
off

-
offoffonon a hill immersed in a BIABIA-

or
BIA-

oror other complex . It shouldshould-
teach

should-
teachteach the skills of the Arctic ,

the hunting , trapping and fishingfIshing-
asas well as the 3 R'sRsIt'sIts' .

Schools inmin' the Arctic , as onon-

Indian
on-

IndianIndian reservations ,. teach thethe-
Indian

the-
IndianIndian andd

.-
Eskimo

E-
skimo

.-
Eskimo

E-
skimo.Eskimo nothing ofof-

himselfhis
of-

himselfhishimself-hishimselfhis-- people , life , history ,
environmentenvironment . They turn thethttht-
children

the-
childrenchildren into adults who ', areare-

vaguely
are-

vaguelyvaguely ashamed of their ownown-
tradition

own-
traditiontradition , yet held apart fromfrom-
the

from-
thethe white culture by these samesame-
traditic

same-

traditionstraditionstraditic ;> s .

What can succeed ? StudentsStudents-
atat St . Mary'sMarys' school , aa'RomanaRomana'Roman-
Catholic

a'Roman-
Catholic

' Roman
Catholic boarding school , winwin-

trophies
win-

trophiestrophies in Eskimo dances . ColCol-ColCol-

lier
Col-

lier
¬-

lier presentspresnts them as some of thetltetlte-

most
the-

mostmost self-assuredselfassuredseliassuredsell-assuredsell-: young EskimosEskimos-

inin the Arctic-educatedArcticeducated-- youngyoung-
p

young-
peoplepeoplep ople with a strong footholdfoothold-
inin their NativeNative'traditionsNativetraditions'

traditions .

The Havighurst report willwill-

be

'

bebeattackedattacked . It glosses overover-
many

over-
manymany psychological factors , sayssays-
one

says-
oneone researcher . A chapter onon-

"mental
on-

"mental"mentalmental" stabilitystabili1Y " emphasizesemphasizes-
that

emphasizes-
thatthat Indian suicide rates are onlyonly-
slightly

only-
slightlyslightly aboveabov white rates .

"HeHe" buries the fact that thethe-

highest
the-

highesthighest suicide rate is for youngyoung-
men

young-
menmen , ., 15 toto.45to45.4545.. ,:"' explains educaeduca-educa-
tional

educa-
tional

¬-
tional psychologist Dr . JudithJudith-
Kleinfeld

Judith-
KleinfeldKleinfeld . 'TheThe"The'" suicide raterate-
for

rate-
forfor youngyo ng Indian men is 3 to 66-

times
6-

timestimes as high as for whites . TheseThese-
are

These-
areare the most productive ageage-

groups
age-

groups "' ,
'groups .:

The studystudy'si-cenclusionstudy'sistudysicenclusionstudy'sconclusionstudy's-study'sstudysV'-'- conclusion thatthat-
the

that-
thethe vast"stst" majority'ofmajorityofmajority ''of Indian youngyoung-
people

young-
peoplepeople are basically well adjustadjust-adjus-
tedat

"-.
ed-atedat' - home with both the IndianIndian-
and

Indian-
and

'
and white way of life may glossgloss-
over

gloss-
overover factors of personality disdis-disdist-

urbance
dis-

turbance
-¬-

turbance .

Possibly , the Havighurst sumsum-sum-
mary

sum-
mary

¬-
mary leansJeans too hard on thethe-

factors
the-

factorsfactorsj of socio-economicsocioeconomic--- group ,.
less heavily on the implicationsimplications-
ofof Indian culture on a "whitewhite" "
educationeducaionI ( .

,Yet , itsUs recommendations for

greater community developmentdevelopm nt ,

more attention'IttentionIttention' to urban IndiansIndians-
and

Indians-
andandandmoremore emphasis on IndianIndian-
language

Indian-
languagelanguage and tradition may enen-enen-

force
en-

force
¬-

proposedforforce changes already proposed
for the curriculumsc rriculums which willwill-

be
will-

bebe presented to Indian and EskiEski-Eski-

mo
Eski-

mo
¬-

mo children in the future .


