
SomeSaneSparkleSaneSad-SaneSparkleSaneSadSparkle ,Some SadSad-SadSa-
dJoyousness

-
SaneSparkleSaneSadJoyousnessJoyousness ofNoel-

Eluded
NoelNoel-

EludedEluded SomeSmeSme Villages
. Many weeks after ChristmasChristmas-
had

Christmas-
hadhad passed .,, the Tundra TimesTimes-
received

Times-
receivedreceived a Christmas story . ItIt-

wasn't
It-

wasn'twasn'twasnt' a happy Christmas story .
ItItrangedranged from poignancy toto-

sadness
to-

sadnesssadness , showing some of thethe-
tragedy

the-
tragedytragedy of life in the Arctic .

One week before Christmas ,
, Father Frank Fallert , SJ . ,. thethe-

priest
the-

priestpriest who serves most of thethe-
villages

the-
villagesvillages in the Nelson Island area ,
sat with Alois and AdelineAdeline-
Lincoln

Adeline-
Lincoln. Lincoln of Toksook while theirtheir-
baby

.

baby died .

"ItIt" was five days before aa-

plane, plane could get into Toksook ,, and we could have a burial serser-serse-
rvicethree

se-
rvicethree

¬-
vice-threevicethree- days before ChristChrist-Christ-
mas

Christ-
mas

¬-

mas ," Father Fallert wrote . TheThe-
following

The-
followingfollowing are excerpts from hishis-

postChristmas
his-

postChristmaspost-ChristmaspostChristmas--- newsletter .
.'

. \ "rfackrfack"BackBack"JackJack"" to Tununak for theth-
eV

the-
ChristmasV Christmas program . WednesdayWednesday-
evening

Wednesday-
eveningevening , Santa Claus , and giftgift-
giving

gift-
givinggiving after the program . Marie'sMariesMarie's-
Montessori

Marie's-
Montessori

'
Montessori 'kiddieskiddies'. sang thethe-
Christmas

the-
ChristmasChristmas hymns eloquently as

they gathered around their ownown-
nativity

own-
nativitynativity scene .

Caroline Oscar , age five
'
, waswas-

the
was-

thethe star since she sang a solo ;

'TwinkleTwinkle"Twinkle'" , Twinkle , LittleUttle Star ,:"'
her serious little voice right onon-

.key
on-

keyJcey.keykey. easily carrying to every corcor-cor-
per

cor-
per

¬-
nerper of the room .

The next morning , at 2:302302:30-
a.m

2:30-
a.m

:

aa.mamjn.. . , the Oscar house burned .

""AllAll'All"' too soon thetheunCertainuncertainunCertainunCertain-
agony

uncertain-
agonyagonyagony was confirmed when thethe-

charred
the-

charredcharred bodies of Caroline , herher-
two

her-
twotwo brothers aridand baby sistersister-
were

sister-
werewere found . Isabel1sabel , the mother ,

badlyburnedsister to Alois Lincoln , was badly
burned on her face , armsfirmsrms andand-

legs
and-

legslegs. Thomas , the father , notnot-

quite
not-

quitequitequite so severely . .

"ItIt" was seven o'clockoclockeclocke'clock in thethe-
evening

the-
eveningevening before the storm letlet-

up
let-

upup enough for a plane toto landndlland-
and

nd-
andand get them to the hospital inin-

Bethel
in-

BethelBethel.. Everyone in the villagevillage-
had

village-
hadhad haunting memories ofo( CaroCaro-Caro-
line's

Caro-
line's

-¬

line'slines' serious face and eloquenteloquentC-

Ontinued

eloquent-

Continued(Continued on pagepage'7)page7' 7)7)



VillageVillageNoelNodNoel . . . .
( Continued from Page 2)22-

)little
2-

)little
2-

)little
)

little hands-"Twinklehands"TwinkleTwinklehands-1'winkle1'winkle1winklehands-"rwinkle"rwinklerwinkle,-"'"' , Twinkle ,.
little star " . ' ,

OnOn Christmas morning , FatherFather-
Fallert

Father-
FallenFallertFallen held Midnight Mass inin-

Tununak
in-

TununakTununak , MorningMrningM rning MassMa s in Tok-TokTok-
sook

Tok-
sook

Tok-
sook

-

sook . Then , later in the day , hehe-

left
he-

leftleft for NewtekNewtok .

"ChristmasChristmas" at NewtekNewtok waswas-
not

was-
notnot all joy eithereither-eitherBesides.- Besides beingbeing-
two

being-
twotwo days late , no plane had beenbeen-
in

been-
inin for two solidsolidweeksweeks . ThreeThree-
fathers

Three-
fathersfathers of families were strandedstranded-
that

stranded-
thatthat long in Bethel andan'd' diddidnotnotnot-
get

not-
getget back till today , three daysdays-
after

days-
afterafter Christmas .

"AndAnd" none of the studentsstudents-
returning

students-
returningreturning home for ChristmasChristmas-
had

-

had yet arrived . Some on a twotwo-
week

two-
weekweek vacationvlcation: were stranded inin-

Bethel
in-

BethelBethel for 10 days . LandingLanding-
and

Landing-
andand weather at NewtekNewtok was ofof-of-

ten
of-

ten
¬-

ten good .

'TheThe"The'" late planes at TununakTununak-
and

Tununak-
andand Newtok also meant thatthat-
gifts

that-
giftsgifts and toys sent for the kiddieskiddies-
have

kiddies-
havehave not yet arrived . So I camecam-
etcrNewtolrthemost"Ternote

cam-
etoNewtokthetotcrNewtolr-the-most"TernotetcrNewtolrthemost"TernotemostTernoteto-Newtok-thetoNewtokthe-Newtok
,-,- the inostremotemost-remotemostremote"- ofof-

villages
of-

villagesvillages1-villages1villagesvillages1the,;' ',- the mcrstmclstmist impoverished ,

the most neglectednegleGted , with anan-

empty
an-

emptyempty sledsledandand a heavy heart.. '

"OtherOther'Other"' years I always broughtbrought-
the

brought-
thethe best to Newtok.. Even so ,

the boys and girls were happyhappy-
with

happy-
withwith Christmas Mass , a DisneyDisney-
movie

Disney-
moviemovie , popcorn and candy .

"ButBut" the ChristmasChristmasmessage-messagemessageinesageinesage-
is

message-
is

- $
is so much more meaningfulmeaningful-
than

meaningful-
thanthan toys and Santa Claus . ItIt-

was
It-

waswas easy to remember the ManMan-Man-

ger
Man-

ger
¬-

ger . But the essential messagemessage-
giv

message-
givesgivesgiv the meaning of life even toto-

the
to-

thethe tragedy of death . PerhapsPerhap-
ss

Perhaps-
somethingsomethingsmethmg of the messagemes ge of thatthat-

first
that-

firstfirst Christmas did reach thethe-

hearts
the-

heartshearts of our good EskimoEskimo-

people
Eskimo-

peoplepeople .".


