Cleaning up toxic waste
costly to communities
Officials say prevention is cheaper

by Alexandra J. McClanahan
Tundra Times publisher

JUNEAU — Communities may
avoid with toxic waste di
today, but they will later get stuck with
¢l~aming up the mess, whi llnu;]y'
tiiies more costly, a spokeswoman
the National League of Cities told the

MuhHumcqnll.ugmmoml}r
Carol Kocheisen, legislative counsel
D.C., based

for the W
league, Mhﬂm

that local governments may find

themselves carrying a di

share of cleanup costs if they don't

find effective means of handling tox-

ic waste at the outset.
Kocheisen was a panel member in

:wqw;nmh. “Waste
May be to Your Health:
The Role of Local Gm'u'nmunby T&T:
Alaska unmpcl League and the

Alaska Department of Environmental
Conservation.

Jeff Mach, chief of DEC’s Solid and
Hazardous Waste Management Sec-
tion, said Alaska generates relatively
lzltg?ﬂtunrdmm waste — IE_:LI] to

tons a conpredtn exas,
the largest pmchwer in the United
States, which generates 40 million tons

. Mach noted that a total of 275
million tons is generated each year in
the nation.

Mach said, however, that in Alaska

harardous waste is produced
by households, businesses and
government a ies. And the

blem the state faces is transportation,

he said, because the state just doesn't
produce enough of the waste to attract
large handlers.

Mach said DEC is working closely
with businesses in an effort to assist
them in changing processes to reduce
the amount of hazardous waste pro-
duced. For example, he said when the
Juneau Empire built its new plant, it
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* Hazardous waste disposal

" continued from Page One

was specifically designed with
assistance from DEC to reduce haz-

Borough, talked about the h's

decision three years ago to look into

prevention, than ‘
He noted that rather than

out waste oil, the borough

burning it in burners. Solvents

than discarded.

In addition, Mello said villages are
now asked to segregate waste, which
saves in disposal costs,

Bill Kryger, project manager for the

M of Anchorage's Solid
Wm Department, discussed

how the city has built a hazardous
waste facility, which has been in
ion si . He said the

household hazardous waste in the
United States.

“We feel we're ahead of the
game,”’ he said, noting that since it
opened, the facility has handled more
than 300,000 pounds of hazardous
waste, i ing 23,000 items brought
by 2,100 customers — households and
small businesses.

In addition, he pointed out that 55
-percent of the waste is recycled, which
is a dramatic reduction in what is sent
" R Kay Brown, D-Ancho

Rep. rown, D-Anchorage,
said that nationally the emphasis is

ing to shift from pollution control

interest in reducing waste at the
source, she said, because people are
realizing it’s a lot cheaper to focus on

or that than cleanup.



