
Indian HealthHealth-
ImprovementImprovement ActActW-

ASHINGTON

ActW-

ASHINGTONWASHINGTON - The SenateSenate-
has

Senate-
hashas passed and sent to the HouseHouse-
of

House-
ofof Representatives Senate Bill
2938 , the Indian Health CareCare-

Improvement
Care-

ImprovementImprovement Act co-sponsoredcosponsoredcosponsored-
by

-

by U.SUS. . Sen . Mike Gravel , D-D-D-

Alaska
D-

Alaska
D-

Alas
--

AlaskaAlas ka .

Although the House is notnot-
expected

not-
expectedexpected to act on the proposalproposal-
before

proposal-
beforebefore Congress adjourns thisthis-

month
this-

monthmonth , Gravel said Senate passpass-pass-

age
pass-

age

¬-

age of the act was "anan" importantimportant-
first

important-
firstfirst step toward improving thethe-

health
the-

healthhealth care of Native Americans . "
The bill lists and expands aa-

variety
a-

varietyvariety of health programs andand-
services

and-
servicesservices that are already publicpublic-
law

public-
lawlaw , but because of insufficientinsufficient-
funding

insufficient-
fundingfunding have never reallyrealJy operatoperat-operat-
ed

operat-
ed

¬-

ed to provide needed care for NaNa-Na-

tive

¬.-

tive Americans .

The goal of theth e bill is to allowallow-
maximum

allow-
maximummaximum participation of InIn-InIn-

dians
In-

dians
¬-

dians and other Native AmeriAmeri-Ameri-
cans

Ameri-
cans

¬-

cans the health programs theythey-
receive

they-
receivereceive .

The legislation will provideprovide-
medical

provide-
medicalmedical scholarships to NativesNatives-
and

Natives-
andand to others who will serve inin-

Native
in-

NativeNative communitiescommuJ ties . It will traintrain-
doctors

train-
doctorsdoctors in modern techniquestechniques-
and

techniques-
andand get them out into the fieldfield-
where

field-
wherewhere their skills are so sorelysorely-
needed

sorely-
neededneeded .

The bill would authorize $400400$400-
million

$400-
million

$
million over a five year periodperiod-
for

period-
forfor hdspitalhospitalhspitalconstructionhospitalconstructionspital construction . OtherOther-
funds

Other-
fundsfunds would be used for improvimprov-improv-
ed

¬.-

ed eye and dental care and adeade-ade-

quate
ade-

quate
¬-

quate funding for supplies andand-

laboratory
and-

laboratorylaboratory equipment.. In addiaddi-addi-

tion
¬.-

tion , it would upgrade water andand-

sanitation
and-

sanitationsanitation facilities and establishestablish-
"outreach

establish-
"outreach"outreachoutreach" " programs to makemake-
health

make-
healthhealth services more accessibleaccessible-

Continued

accessible-

Continued(Continued on Page 6)6)



Indian Health . .;. .
., (ContinuedContnued( from PagoPage 1)11)-

in
)

"

,

inininurbanurban areas .
, "SoSo" far , neither the House oror-

the
oo-

the
r

the executive branch has takentaken-
seriously

taketake-

seriously
n:

seriously any legislation to imim-imim-

prove
im-

prove
¬-

prove Native American healthhealth-

I

health-
care

health-
care

I
care ," Gravel said . ,(

1)1-

"We

1-

"We"WeWe" in the Senate acted nownow-
on

now-
on

w'

on this bill to get some attentionattention-
to

:

to the problemsproblemsIproblemsits
I''itsitsits addresses ,

with hope that concrete finalfmal acac-acac-

tion
ac-

tion
¬-

tion will be taken early next yearyear-
in

year-
inin the new.flewflew. session of Congress .

Action on this bill today , is therethere-there-
fore

there-
fore

¬-

fore , an important first step toto-toto-

ward
to-

ward
¬-

ward improving the health carecare-
of

care-
ofof Native Americans ."

Gravel said that much of thethe-

Senate
the-

SenateSenate support for the billbillrerere-rere-

sulted
re-

sulted
¬-

sulted from a conferenceconferen'ce' organorgan-organ-
ized

organ-
ized

¬-

ized by himself and some of hisIusIus-

colleagues
his-

colleaguescolleagues in Washington thisthis-

past
this-

pastpast February .

The National PlanningPlaru ng ConCon-Con-

ference
Con-

ference
¬-

ference on Indian Health CareCare-
was

Care-
waswas the first such gathering everever-

held
ever-

heldheld in whichwWch recipients of InIn-InIn-

dian
In-

dian
¬-

dian Health Services evaluatedevaluated-
that

evaluated-
thatthat care for lawmakers ..

That Conference basked thethe-
measure

the-
measuremeasure whichwWch merged as thethe-

Indian
the-

IndianIndian Health Care ImprovementImprovement-
ActAct , which passed the SenateSenate-
Nov

Senate-
NovNov . 26 . (Among those attendattend-attend-
ing

attend-
ing

¬-

ing the conference were 16 AlasAlas-Alas-

ka
Alas-

ka
¬-

ka Natives who described healthhealth-
care

health-
carecare services in Alaska .)


